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About the Author

Dale O’Hara was born and raised in 

Brampton, a fifth generation of the Dale 

family.  Her love of roses and the floral 

history of Brampton have inspired her to 

write the children’s version of her book 

“Acres of Glass” which tells the story of 

The Dale Estate and how Brampton became 

known as the Flower Town of Canada.   

Dale currently resides in Caledon with her 

family and her garden of over 45 roses,  

one of which is an original Dale Rose bush.



I am so delighted to be sharing this story 

book with you.  This book is for you, the 

children of Brampton.  It tells the story of 

how Brampton blossomed from a tiny village 

into the beautiful Flower City of Canada. 

We are very proud of this history.  

I, and members of Brampton City Council, 

hope you enjoy reading this special story and talking about 

it with your families.  The next time you play in one of 

our many parks, visit the Rose Theatre, or attend a city event,  

we hope you remember why flowers are an important 

part of our history and feel proud that you live 

in Brampton -  the Flower City of Canada.  

Keep Reading! 

Mayor Susan Fennell



Everything has a name.  And behind every name there is a story. 
People have names.  Pets have names. 
Villages, towns and cities have names. 

  of Canada”! “The Flower City  

          This is the story of 
how Brampton got its name…



  of Canada”! “The Flower City  

Once upon a time, long, long ago, there was a small, 
little village called Brampton.  There was a wide, winding river.   

There were tall, towering trees. 

          This is the story of 
how Brampton got its name…



There was clean, crisp air.
Brampton was a great place to live, to build 
houses, to work and to go to school.



Many people from far away lands came to live in Brampton. 
The little village began to grow with more people, 

more houses,  more stores, and more streets.



Some people became farmers.  
Some people became store keepers. 
Some people built factories.  
And some people grew flowers.



One man named Harry Dale came to live in Brampton.  
Harry loved all flowers especially roses.  

Harry decided to grow many different kinds of 
roses but his favourites 

were the red ones!



Harry grew his roses in long houses made of glass called “greenhouses.” 

The greenhouses let the sunshine in to help the roses grow big and tall.

The greenhouses were filled with thousands of beautiful coloured roses.  



Harry grew his roses in long houses made of glass called “greenhouses.” 

The greenhouses let the sunshine in to help the roses grow big and tall.

The greenhouses were filled with thousands of beautiful coloured roses.  

He stamped his name 
on his roses and these 

were called Dale 
Autographed Roses.

Harry Dale won 
many prizes for his 

roses and his flowers.



Every year he grew more and more roses. 
Every year he built more and more big greenhouses. 

People came from around the world to see the gigantic greenhouses 
and all the wonderful flowers. Even the King and Queen of England 
came to Brampton to see Harry’s famous roses. 



He sold his roses to the people 
in Brampton and to people all over Canada. 

Soon Harry Dale became known as “The Rose Man”.  

More and more people began to build greenhouses and grow flowers. 
Soon there were hundreds and hundreds of greenhouses along 
the streets in Brampton!  There were big greenhouses and little 

greenhouses and each one was filled with different kinds of flowers.



There were daisies 

and daffodils. 

There were lilies 

and orchids. 

There were tulips 

and violets. 

There were thousands 

and thousands of 

flowers growing 

in the Brampton 

greenhouses!



The little village became famous all over the world as 
The Flower Town of Canada.  
People visited Brampton just to see the 
rows and rows of gigantic greenhouses 
and to smell the fragrant flowers.



Soon more and more people came from far away lands to live in Brampton, 
The Flower  Town of Canada.  Brampton grew and grew and got bigger and 
bigger and bigger!  New factories were opened.  New stores were started.  
New houses and new schools were built.  The town was busy growing and 
expanding into a big city!



As the city grew, the greenhouses gradually gave way to new houses.  
And over time, people forgot about the greenhouses 

filled with beautiful flowers. People forgot why 
Brampton was called The Flower  Town of Canada. 

This made people sad.



And so, people got together to think about their heritage. 
They remembered the hundreds of big greenhouses that 
had been along the streets of Brampton. 

They remembered all the different kinds of flowers 
and roses that had made Brampton so famous.  

They decided to make a plan!



They planted big gardens and baskets full of flowers 
and red roses around the streets of Brampton.      
They created pretty parks with towering trees, 

shady shrubs, twisting trails and winding walkways. 



They celebrated Brampton’s history with flower festivals 
and fun parades.  They welcomed people from every corner  
of the earth to come and to live in Brampton.  They became 

“The Flower City of Canada”!



Our name of  “Flower Town” began long ago 
with Harry Dale and his beautiful roses.  

It began with all the greenhouses along the 
streets of the little village named Brampton.



Today we celebrate the roses and      
flowers that made Brampton famous.

  We celebrate the many people  
from all over the world who 

have come to live and to  
work in Brampton.

We are proud 
to be called   
The Flower   
  City of 
  Canada!



Pre-Reading Topics

Objective:

1.   To introduce the concept of names and that 
sometimes additional names are given to  
the same thing

2.   To introduce the name of their city and its 
additional name

3.   To introduce the concept of history and 
heritage and its importance

Pre-Reading Discussion:

1.   Ask the children their names or their  
pets‘ names

2.   Ask if there is a reason behind their name 
     (i.e. named after someone)
3.   Ask if their pet does something special that 

connects it to its name         
(i.e. a cat called Maggie the Mouser because 
she catches mice)

4.   Ask what is the name of their city and ask  
 if they know the special title given to  
their city

5.   Ask if they know of something that 
happened in the past that doesn’t happen 
today (i.e. wagons, now cars)

Post-Reading Topics 

Objective:

1.   To recall why Brampton is called the Flower City
2.   To make connections between history, heritage 

and their own experiences

Recall Questions: 

1.   What was the name of the man who started 
growing roses in Brampton?

2.   What is a greenhouse and why were they 
needed?

3.   Why was Brampton named the Flower Town?
4.   Why is Brampton now called the Flower City?
5.   How is Brampton different today than in the 

past?

Critical thinking questions:

1.   Why do you think it is important to have a 
special name for Brampton?

2.   What are some ways we can remember our past?
3.   How do we know what happened in the past in 

other parts of Canada and the world?
4.   What celebrations do you know from other 

countries that help people remember their 
heritage?

5.   What can you do to make sure Brampton’s 
history is not forgotten?

Reading Discussion
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Many years ago, hundreds of glass greenhouses filled with 

flowers sat in every corner of the town.  The largest of these 

flower growers was The Dale Estate, which was famous for its 

roses. It became one of the largest flower growers in the world. 

Today, Brampton celebrates this floral heritage in many ways. 

This book tells the story of how Brampton became the

“Flower City of Canada”. 


