
Encroachment Insurance – Both the Intermediate 
Encroachment Acknowledgment Letter and the 
Encroachment Agreement have insurance requirements. 
The requirements are that the Encroacher must insure 
the encroachment area with a minimum of one million 
dollars of liability coverage, and for the City of Brampton 
to be added as an additional insured to the policy for 
the City land that is being encroached upon, with proof 
provided annually to the City.

As some property owners have experienced difficulty 
with obtaining this coverage from their insurance 
providers, the City has sourced an insurance broker 
who is willing to provide this coverage for authorized 
encroachments. More information is available on the 
City’s website or by calling Realty Services.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY 
ENCROACHMENT IS NOT ALLOWED 
TO REMAIN?

You will need to remove the encroachment and provide 
proof of its removal to Realty Services. City staff will 
determine the deadline for removal in consultation
with you.

Encroachments
on City Property

For more information about encroachments, 

please contact Realty Services, City of Brampton 

at 905.874.2131 
or ManagerRealtyServices@brampton.ca
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WHAT IS AN ENCROACHMENT?

“Encroachment on City property” means the placement 
or extension of a structure or object onto land owned by 
the City. It can include walls, fences, or plantings, sports 
equipment and/or landscaping that has been installed or 
placed on City land. Encroachments can occur at the 
front, side or behind a property, on parkland, or within 
the street right-of-way.

The City owns the street right-of-way in front of your 
property, often referred to as the boulevard. The limits of 
this right-of-way are defined by a legal survey, which is 
typically provided to the purchaser of a property by their 
real estate lawyer. The City-owned right-of-way usually 
extends some distance back from the sidewalk or, where 
there is no sidewalk, a longer distance back from the curb.

WHY IS THIS A PROBLEM?
Encroachments can be a safety hazard. They can be a trip 
hazard for pedestrians and block visibility for drivers.

Sometimes they block access to underground utilities or 
interfere with road maintenance and operations (e.g. snow 
clearing).

Once the City has been made aware of an encroachment, 
Realty Services staff will contact you, the encroachment
owner, to discuss how to handle it.

DO I NEED TO REMOVE IT?
The encroachment may be permitted to remain “as is” 
or with modifications if the following three criteria 
are met:

• the encroachment does not pose any 
safety and/or operational concerns

• all stakeholders have given their approval 
of the encroachment 

• the encroachment is NOT located on 
parkland and/or open space.

Otherwise, the encroachment will need to be removed.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY 
ENCROACHMENT IS ALLOWED TO 
REMAIN?

For soft plantings only, you will be required to sign a 
Minor Encroachment Acknowledgement Letter (at 
no cost to you) confirming that you understand that the 
encroachment is on City property and the conditions that 
must be met for the encroachment to remain in place. 

Plantings that have branches or thorns, mulch and movable 
decorations like trim or lights, require you to sign an 
Intermediate Encroachment Acknowledgment Letter. 
This type of encroachment requires proof of liability 
insurance coverage, with the City of Brampton as an 
additional insured. 

For all other encroachments, an Encroachment 
Agreement must be entered into between yourself 
and the City. You will need to complete and submit an 
Encroachment Application Form, along with the required 
Encroachment Application Fee. If the application is 
approved, you will then need to sign the City’s standard 
Encroachment Agreement, which specifies the terms 
and conditions of the encroachment remaining on City 
property.

If the encroachment encloses an area of the right-of-way 
for your private use (like a hedge or fence), you may also 
need to pay an Encroachment Fee. This Fee is the 
equivalent of rent for the use of the City property and the 
amount varies according to the size of the area involved.

In addition to the need for liability insurance for the 
encroachment area, Encroachment Agreements are also 
required to be registered on the title of your property and 
proof of registration must be provided to the City. You 
will need to hire a real estate lawyer to assist you with 
this, and it is entirely at your expense.

Both the Letters and the Agreement confirm your 
understanding that the City is not responsible for any 
damage that may be done to the Encroachment and that 
the City is not liable for any claims which occur as a 
result of the Encroachment.

City-owned 
right-of-way

Si
de

w
al

k
Bo

ul
ev

ar
d

St
re

et

Si
de

w
al

k


