
Advance Brampton Fund Grant Information Session

2026 Arts and Culture Space Improvement Stream



The Advance Brampton Fund

The City recognizes the unique and valuable role that the non-profit sector can play in delivering projects that meet community need, 
complement City services and contribute to advancing City Priorities. 

As such the city is pleased to offer the Advance Brampton Fund: a community granting program that supports non-profit sector development 
and provides municipal funding to eligible Brampton-based non-profit or charitable organizations for strong project proposals that align with 
these priorities.

In 2026 the City Priority Areas that ABF will address are:

• Arts and Culture

• Recreation

• Community Safety

New this year

The Advance Brampton Fund is offering an Arts and Culture focused Space Improvement Stream directed at proven arts and culture 
organizations that lease or own space in Brampton that are interested in improving their space to better serve artists and the arts community. 
The offering connects to the City of Brampton’s Culture Master Plan and responds directly to community raised challenges around evolving 
needs within the Brampton arts community.



Funding Streams at a Glance

Arts and Culture Space Improvement Projects

Open to:

• Registered Charities
• Incorporated Non-Profits
• Organizations must have a proven Arts and Culture mandate or purpose.

Insurance Required $2,000,000 in Commercial General Liability insurance

Project Eligibility
• Capital projects delivered by arts and culture organizations interested in 

improving their space in Brampton to better serve the arts and artist 
community.

Available Funding
Up to $10,000 in matching project funds to a maximum of 50% of total project 
costs.

Grant Term
ABF Funding must be spent between January 1, 2026, and December 31, 2026. 
Applicants must be able to report on expenses, outputs and outcomes 60 days 
after the project end date or by December 31, 2026, whichever comes first.

Application Intake
Annually:
Open: September 2, 2025
Close: September 30, 2025

Payment Structure
90% of approved grant amount at the time of contract execution and 10% of 

grant amount upon completion and approval of a project close out report



Application Timelines

Application

4 Weeks

Eligibility 
Review

2 Weeks

Project 
Review

2 Weeks 

Allocations 
and 

Approvals

3 weeks

Announce

1 Day

(January 2026)

Grant 
Agreement 

Signing

2 weeks

Payment 
Processing

6-8 Weeks
Deposit

December/Holiday Break



Eligible Organizations

Brampton based Registered Charity – For ABF purposes an organization or 
foundation that has a valid and subsisting registration as a charitable organization 
under the Income Tax Act (Canada), has a registered permanent office address in 
Brampton and a verified Arts and Culture purpose.

Brampton based Incorporated Non-Profit – For ABF purposes an organization 
that is incorporated under the laws of Canada or Ontario as a not-for-profit 
corporation without share capital that has a registered permanent office address in 
Brampton and verified Arts and Culture object, purpose or mandate.



Proving Organizational Status
Corporation Profile Reports – Provincially Incorporated Organizations

Proving non-profit status and standing

• Must show as active Non-Share corporation
• Must be dated for the year in which you are submitting your application
• Arts and Culture Space Improvement Guidelines share more about how to 

obtain.



Provincial Articles of Incorporation
Proving Arts and Culture Object or Purpose

2022 and newer Pre 2022

• Only used to prove arts and culture object or purpose. 
• Should list arts and culture related work as the purpose of the 

corporation if incorporated after 2022 or as the object of the 
corporation is incorporated before 2022

• Arts and Culture Space Improvement Guidelines provide detailed 
instructions on how to obtain.



Corporate Information Pages – Federally Incorporated Organizations

• Must show as active Non-Share corporation
• Must be dated for the year in which you are submitting your application
• Arts and Culture Space Improvement Guidelines share more about how to 

obtain.



Federal Articles of Incorporation
Proving Arts and Culture Object or Purpose

• Only used to prove arts and culture object or purpose. 
• Should list arts and culture related work as the purpose of the 

corporation either in Form 4001 or in an attached schedule
• Arts and Culture Space Improvement Stream Guidelines provide 

detailed instruction on how to obtain.



Charity Details Page – Registered Charities

• Must show charity business/registration number
• Must show and Arts Culture purpose or mandate under Charity Type or 

Category.
• Must show your organization is in good standing with CRA
• Arts and Culture Space Improvement Guidelines share more about how to 

obtain this document.



Eligible organizations must be verifiably located in Brampton.

• The Charity Details Page, Corporation Profile Report or Corporation Information pages must show a Brampton address as the organization’s legal 
address. If they do not the provision of a Commercial Lease Agreement in the organization’s name for a space in Brampton can prove the Brampton 
location of an organization.

Eligible space improvement projects can only be funded for projects in Brampton and organizations must prove the Brampton location through the 
provision of a Commercial Lease Agreement or a Commercial Mortgage in the name of the organization. 

Commercial Mortgage: 
• If a commercial mortgage is provided to demonstrate Brampton occupancy it must be accompanied by:

• An up-to-date property tax certificate
• A signed/stamped statement of good standing from the mortgage provider

Commercial Lease Agreement:
• If a Commercial Lease Agreement is provided it must clearly show unexpired term until at least December 31, 2026.
• Lessees must also provide:

• A supplementary letter from the property’s owner, landlord and/or property manager clearly authorizing the work of the space improvement. 
This letter should include contact information for the authorizing party and a statement of good standing on the lease.

Note: Only the BRAMPTON space noted in the mortgage or lease documents is eligible for funding through this stream.
 

Proving Leased or Owned Properties in Brampton



Required Organizational Insurance

• Applicant organizations must carry Commercial General Liability Insurance to be considered for funding from the City of 
Brampton. 

• Insurance must be in the name of the applicant organization and cover the obligations and operations of the organization against 
claims of bodily injury, including personal injury and death, and property damage or loss, indemnifying and protecting the 
recipient, their respective employees, servants, volunteers, agents, contractors, invitees or licensees, to the inclusive limit of 
$2,000,000 per occurrence.

• Organizations prove their insurance coverage and extend it to the City of Brampton using ONLY the Certificate of Insurance form 
available in your application. This form must be filled out appropriately by an Insurance Industry Professional.

• More instruction on insurance can be found in section 4.3 of the Arts and Culture Space Improvement Guidelines. 

• Organizations receiving grants are responsible for any additional insurance coverages, or WHIMIS certifications that may be 
necessary to undertake their projects.



Accessing Applications

Applications are available via the City of Brampton grants portal which is supported by Survey Monkey Apply. 

Applicants can access applications via the ABF webpage – www.brampton.ca/abf. Click on the ‘Apply Now’ button next to the New and Small Projects 
Stream and you will be redirected to the applicant portal. 

• If you are a new user, you will have to click the ‘Register’ button in the top right corner of the screen.
• For those already registered but who can not remember their login information The ‘Forgot your password?’ button will allow you to reset your 

password via the email account used to originally register your account.  
• Once registered, or if already registered and logged in you can access funding applications via the ‘Programs’ button in the top right corner of the 

screen. If you have already started an application within a funding stream the portal will no longer allow you to start another. You must edit the 
one you started to complete the application. 

• Remember – ABF only accepts one (1) application from each applicant organization.
• If you have trouble accessing applications or with the portal you can connect with City Grant Staff – abf@brampton.ca or Survey Monkey Apply 

Provides support through the               button on the top left corner of the screen.

http://www.brampton.ca/abf
mailto:abf@brampton.ca


Application Sections

As outlined in the 2026 Arts and Culture Space Improvement Guidelines the application is broken down into 4 Stages of Review. 

1. Eligibility Review – This is where you prove your address, insurance and provide supporting documents to do so. It is not scored by 
reviewers, but if not completed appropriately can leave you ineligible for funding. All questions in this section are mandatory.

2. Organizational Information – In this section there are a few mandatory questions and a few optional questions. None are scored by 
reviewers, but they do play a role in informing reviewers of your organization’s work and history. They also help the City plan and 
gather data that helps to advance and foster a commitment to diversity, equity and inclusion.

3. Strategic Alignment – Here you will select you the outputs and outcomes you will measure. These questions are all mandatory, you 
must select at least one outcome, and you must measure at least one output. If you are not measuring an output, please use a zero 
(0) to indicate this. If you measure one output your score will not be hurt by zeros in other output measure fields. This part of the 
application informs the score reviewers provide in the Project Alignment section of the next stage of review.

4. Project Evaluation – This is the part of your application where you will tell us about your project. All the questions in this part of the 
application are mandatory and scored by reviewers. 



Breakdown of Review Stage 4 – Project Evaluation

   

• Each application is scored by three City staff reviewers who work directly in the Priority Area to which you have applied. An average score is created, and applications 
are funded from highest scoring to lowest scoring until funds are depleted. Request amounts may be reduced upon allocations based on the volume of requests and 
City’s desire to impact as many eligible projects as possible.

• Applications must achieve a minimum score of 60% in this stream to be funded
• The criteria for which reviewers review the application questions is provided in the appendices of the 2026 Arts and Culture Space Improvement Stream Guidelines.

Application Section

Score Value 
Arts and 

Culture Space 
Improvement 

Stream

Project Description 15%

Project Alignment 25%

Project Development 15%

Project Team 15%

Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion

5%

Project Plan 15%

Utilization Plan 5%

Expenses 10%



City Priorities – Project Scope

Found in section 5.2 of the 2026 ABF Arts and Culture Space 
Improvement Stream Guidelines

Mandatory measurement



Ineligible Organizations, Projects and Expenses

Ineligible Organizations

(Not an exhaustive list. More information 
found in section 4.2 of the 2026 Arts and 
Culture Space Improvement Guidelines)

• Organizations without a proven Arts and 
Culture purpose/mandate/object.

• For-Profit Corporations
• Individuals
• Public Libraries, School Boards, Schools, 

Classrooms
• Orgs that receive core funding from the City
• Political organizations
• National or Regional Organizations except 

where the application is submitted by a local 
chapter with a provable Brampton address.

• Religious or Faith groups that require 
adherence to a faith to participate.

• Hospitals, Clinic-based services or medical 
treatment projects

Ineligible Projects

(Not an exhaustive list. More information 
found in section 5.4. of the 2026 Arts and 
Culture Space Improvement Guidelines)

• Space planning, strategizing or research
• Estimating
• Capital Campaigns
• Projects taking place outside of Brampton
• Projects including renovations, 

improvements, or developments that require 
a building permit but do not receive one

• Project occurring on/in private residences
• Project unable to spend grant funding 

between January 1, 2026, and December 1, 
2026

Ineligible Expenses 

(Not an exhaustive list. More information 
found in section 5.5 of the 2026 Arts and 
Culture Space Improvement Guidelines)

• Operating and administrative costs (e.g. 
mortgage payments, utility bills, etc.)

• Routine maintenance
• Temporary installations
• Salaries or other payments to individuals 

not directly related to the capital project
• Purchase of tools and heavy or specialized 

equipment (rental of these items is eligible)
• Moving expenses
• Computer software
• Food and beverage
• Costs associated with capital projects in 

private residences
• Other capital expenses not related to the 

renovation, improvement or development of 
an arts and culture facility/space in 
Brampton. 



Example Eligible Project Types

Example Eligible Project Types

(Not an exhaustive list. Options are not limited to these 
examples)

• General improvements to enhance functionality, safety or 
accessibility of creative spaces

• Replacing worn or outdated materials (e.g. flooring, lighting, 
cabinetry) in rehearsal, studio or exhibition space

• Creating dedicated areas for equipment storage, or multi-use 
program delivery

• Installing signage, display, fixtures or partitioning to better serve 
artists and community users

• Installing mirrors, and sprung flooring in a dance studio

• Adding sinks and storage for artist studios or workshops

• Soundproofing music studios to improve recording quality

• Upgrading entrances and washrooms for accessibility 
compliance



Project 
Details

Budget
Project 

Plan

Responding to Application Questions



Brief Project Description:
• Provide a brief description of your project (200 words or less)

Unscored

Project Description:
• Project Start Date
• Project End Date
Describe your capital project. Include details such as:
• What you plan to do
• How you plan to do it
• Identify the need for the space improvement and evidence of this need
• How this space improvement will benefit artists and the Brampton community 

15% of total score

Project Alignment
• Describe your project’s alignment with the City of Brampton’s Culture Master 

Plan and how it addresses the need for artistic and creative space in Brampton 
10% of total score

Project Alignment 2 - Outputs
• Describe how your organization will measure the outputs you selected earlier in 

the application and why they are important to the project. Include information 
on anything additional you may be measuring to assess the project’s success

10% of total score



Project Development
• Describe the capital project’s long-term impact on your organization’s programs, 

services and plans
15% of total score

Project Team
• List internal and external team members, including other organizational collaborators, 

funders, subject matter experts as well as contracted services including contractors, and 
skilled trades involved. Include details such as qualifications and skill sets. If not yet 
hired let us know what skill sets, you are looking for. How does this team represent the 
necessary skills to deliver the project on schedule and as planned?

10% of total score

Diversity Equity and Inclusion
• Describe how the completed project will provide safe, inclusive and accessible space for 

Brampton’s diverse population?
5% of total score

Project Details – 70% of total application score 

Project Alignment 3 - Outcomes
• Describe how your project will contribute to the outcome(s) you selected earlier in 

your application.
5% of total score



Project Plan
• How will you ensure the project is delivered in a timely, efficient and effective 

manner? List key project activities that will help your organization plan, deliver, 
and assess or review the project and associated timelines. Be sure to include 
timelines that include approval on permits that may be needed.

15% of total score

Utilization Plan
• Describe how the space will be shared with artists and/or the community post 

project to ensure effective utilization.
5% of total score

Project Process (Work Plan) – 20% of total project score



2026 Arts and Culture Space Improvement Guidelines: Appendix G – Application Questions and 
Review Criteria



Recipient Responsibilities

• Ensure and prove in application appropriate permissions to deliver the project in leased premises
• Consult with appropriate municipal departments on the need for permits; and obtaining those permits

• Planning, Building and Growth Management – Building.Inquiries@Brampton.ca / 
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/Building-Permits/projects/Pages/welcome.aspx 

• Recruit and contract with responsible contractors, skills trades, or designers
• Ensure appropriate insurance provisions to protect your organization while the work is ongoing
• Ensure project scope in application can be completed by December 31, 2026
• Generate appropriate matching revenue
• Gain documentation from contractors, tradespeople and others contracted in the project that their work has been 

completed and paid for by December 31, 2026, or when close out reporting is due.
• Grant recipients are expected to remain an occupant in the property being improved until at least December 31, 

2027.

mailto:Building.Inquiries@Brampton.ca
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/Building-Permits/projects/Pages/welcome.aspx
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/Building-Permits/projects/Pages/welcome.aspx
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/Building-Permits/projects/Pages/welcome.aspx


Expense Reporting

Report of estimated expenses 
within the categories provided.

The City understands this is 
only a projection and that things 

could change. 

Expense reporting templates 
should be detailed enough for 
grant reviewers to assess the 

eligibility of expenses. Requests 
can be declined based on a 
grant reviewers' inability to 

determine whether an expense 
is eligible or not.

Applicants should be aware that 
approved funding may not be 
provided for the full amount 

requested.



Expense Reporting in Applications





Expense Item Listing – Provide a list 
of ALL expenses within a category 

and its estimated value

Paid with Grant Funding – Provide 
the summed total off all expenses 

being paid with grant funding

Matching Expenses – Provide the 
summed total of all expenses 

comprising the matching expenses

Total Paid with Grant Funding and 
Request Value will auto populate to a 

maximum of $10,000. This number 
should be placed in your application 

as the request amount.

Total Matching Expenses will auto 
populate with the total value of your 

matching expenses. 

Total Project Value will also auto 
populate with a sum of all expenses. 

Project Budget – 10% of total application score



Close Out Reporting
All Advance Brampton Fund Grantees are expected to provide a Close Out Report. This close out report is due 60 days after the project end date in your 
application or by December 31, 2026, whichever comes first.

Items covered in Close Out Reports:

Project Delivery Reporting

Statement of Substantial Completion

Project Impact Reporting

Grant Program Feedback

Expense Reporting

How to prove an expense:

An expense can be proven as incurred through a 
POS Receipt, invoice or contract.

An expense can be proven as paid through a POS 
Receipt, Cheque Copy, or Invoice clearly showing 

balance as paid.

An expense must be proven as paid and received 
through bank statements, returned cheques, credit 

card statements, POS Receipts

Payroll expenses can be proven through a 
submission of payroll documentation, paystubs, or 
in a lump sum through the provision of income tax 

reporting documentation. 



Contact Information

Amir Majid, Grants Administration Officer

Amir.Majid@Brampton.ca

Webpage for all necessary information

www.Brampton.ca/abf

Please share your feedback on this session with us. This is a very 
important part of the process, helping us ensure that we are 
delivering valuable content that empowers applicants to apply to the 
Advance Brampton Fund

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TKFVGKQ 

Scan the QR code with your device’s camera or click the link in the 
chat to share your feedback. 

mailto:Amir.Majid@Brampton.ca
http://www.brampton.ca/abf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TKFVGKQ
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