
Economic Development 
and Recovery

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT



The pandemic has hit City of Brampton hard and our 
already stretched health care resources have been 
significantly impacted. Our businesses are essential to 
keeping our goods moving, keeping our supermarket 
shelves stocked and supporting national logistics and 
supply chains, but our businesses and their employees 
have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Economic Recovery Strategy
The City welcomed the extending of Federal support 
programs for businesses and workers, as well as the 
Provincial announcement of three days of paid sick leave.

The Economic Recovery Strategy aims to bring resiliency 
and competitive advantage to the Brampton economy. 
This will be achieved by fully adopting our innovation and 
technology transformation, seizing opportunities to attract 
investment, expediting infrastructure projects and shifting 
the paradigm through which the arts and creative sector 
serves as the beating heart of Brampton.

The City of Brampton requests that the 
Federal government continue to invest in 
the Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst and its 
initiatives based in Brampton.

The Federal government maintain the Start Up Visa 
Program to continue creating jobs, and support 
innovative entrepreneurs.

That the Federal Government engage with the business 
community and economic development stakeholders 
to streamline and improve access to supports provided 
by Business Development Bank of Canada.

Work with municipal and provincial governments on 
an economic growth strategy and support programs 
that offer post COVID-19 mitigation.

OUR 
ASKS



Innovation, Technology and 
Entrepreneurship Cornerstone
This cornerstone involves supporting companies across all 
sectors and size of business in adopting new technology as 
part of their own recovery strategies, as well as investing 
in the growing Innovation District. The District provides 
innovation-driven and tech companies in all stages with 
support and resources.

Innovation District



Innovation District

The City is building an innovation and entrepreneurship 
ecosystem in the heart of downtown Brampton, ‘The 
Innovation District’ with 10 partners – and still more to 
join, including the newly announced BHive, a soft landing 
pad for international entrepreneurs. More than $21M is 
being invested in the Innovation District, a key piece of 
our Economic Recovery Strategy, which will help us move 
forward from the impacts of the pandemic.

The City is fast tracking plans to build an innovation 
ecosystem that produces innovative talent with the goal 
of supporting start-ups from across the region as well as 
international newcomers. Brampton is well positioned to 
accelerate these companies from ideation all the way to 
success, capitalizing on the strategic location right in the 
middle of Canada’s Innovation Corridor.  We will do this 

by supporting companies across all sectors and sizes of 
business in their recovery strategies, and by investing in 
and nurturing the growth of the up-and-coming Brampton 
Innovation District.

‘The Innovation District’ Main Partners:

1. Brampton Entrepreneur Centre (BEC)

Co-working Space & Small Business Resources – Located 
in a spacious storefront co-working space designed to fuel 
creativity and productivity, BEC hosts frequent seminars 
and offers business plan reviews and consultations with 
advisors at no cost to local entrepreneurs and innovators.



2. RIC (Research Innovation Commercialization) Centre

New specialized business incubation and accelerator 
space - Peel’s Regional scale-up organization, the RIC 
Centre helps start-ups take their businesses to the next 
level. The RIC Centre is a dynamic catalyst for tech 
companies and has specialized resources for companies 
working in the areas of Internet of Things, CleanTech and 
Advanced Manufacturing.

3. Founder Institute 
– World’s Premier Idea-Stage Accelerator

The Founder Institute is a global accelerator firm that 
provides support to high potential, early stage companies 
through specialized programming, training courses, 
access to funding and introductions to a world-class 
mentor network.

4. Ryerson Venture Zone (RVZ) 
– Start-up pre-seed incubator led by Ryerson University

Modelled after and part of Ryerson University’s world-
renowned Zone Learning network, RVZ is a pre-seed, non-
equity incubator dedicated to building high-performing 
founders and growing early-stage technology startups into 
market ready ventures. The incubator will bring aspiring 
entrepreneurs, current founders, and key industry partners 
together to build solutions that address hyperlocal issues 
in the community.

5. Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst Headquarters

The Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst HQ helps companies 
seize the opportunities and tackle the challenges of cyber 
security through collaboration with industry, governments, 
and academic partners. The Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst 
is a not-for-profit organization owned and operated by 
Ryerson University and offers training and certification 
support for cyber scale-ups, research and development and 
more. The cornerstones of the Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst, 
including Canada’s first Cyber Range, Cyber security 
training and research and development, are positioning 
Brampton to be Canada’s hub for Cyber Security.

6. Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst - Accelerator

Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst, has launched the first 
cybersecurity accelerator of its kind in Canada. This one-
of-a-kind Accelerator will deliver cutting edge, interactive 
cybersecurity training for those entering or looking to 
expand in the cyber field. The multi-disciplinary and 
interactive environment will provide training, growth 
strategies, mentorship and resources to support the most 
promising cybersecurity scale-ups and help them succeed 
nationally and internationally.

7. Sheridan EDGE Programming

Led by Sheridan College, the EDGE entrepreneur 
programming connects start-ups with resources from 
within the Sheridan network and provides work-shops, 
seminars and training to support development and growth 
of businesses.

16. The BHIVE – International Start-up Incubator

The BHIVE offers incoming foreign start-ups and 
entrepreneurs the tools, resources and space to establish 
and scale-up their businesses in Canada faster, through 
the start-up visa program. It also will provide co-working 
space, mentorship and access to funding.

Post Secondary 
Opportunities and Skill Training:

8. Rogers Cybersecure Catalyst 
– Cyber Range Training Centre

Provides an intensive cybersecurity training and 
certification program designed to produce high quality 
cyber talent by providing students from diverse 
backgrounds the skills they need to launch careers in the 
cybersecurity sector. This not-for-profit organization is 
owned and operated by Ryerson University and provides 
training and certification, support for cyber scale-ups, 
applied R & D and more.

9. The G. Raymond Chang School of 
 Continuing Education, Ryerson University

The Chang School of Continuing Education offers 
courses on Computer Security and Digital Forensics. 
Classes include Computer Network Security and Security 
Architecture and Design.

10. Sheridan Continuing and Professional Studies

Sheridan’s College Innovation gateway connects 
entrepreneurs and change makers to innovation supports 
throughout Sheridan and provides direct access to 
the Centre for Advanced Manufacturing and Design 
Technologies (CAMDT) and the Entrepreneurship 
Discovery and Growth Engine (EDGE) Hub at Brampton 
Davis Campus. The Davis Campus in Brampton is 
Sheridan’s largest campus with over 12,000 students.



11. Algoma University –Downtown Brampton Campus

Algoma University’s Brampton Campus includes the 
Algoma School for Business and Economics, and offers 
four-year degree programs in Business, Economics and 
Computer Science, with an upcoming Psychology 
degree and Certification in Community Economic and 
Social Development.

Integrated Downtown Plan
The Integrated Downtown Plan (IDP) will co-ordinate 
the City’s ongoing initiatives and infrastructure projects 
in the Downtown Brampton area. It will provide an 
evolving framework to guide future growth and strategic 
investment in Downtown Brampton to 2051. 

Building on the Brampton 2040 Vision, the IDP will help 
transform Downtown Brampton with key infrastructure 
upgrades, urban design, land use, and programming 
interventions - building on the centre’s character as an 
economic driver, regional cultural hub and an emerging 
innovation district.

BLACK ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
KNOWLEDGE HUB
In January 2021, the City of Brampton partnered for an 
application through the Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada to form the Black Entrepreneurship 
Knowledge Hub in Brampton. The Hub will conduct 
large-scale qualitative and quantitative research on Black 
Entrepreneurship Ecosystems across the country, and 
identify critical gaps where Black entrepreneurs are facing 
the greatest challenges.

The City of Brampton is proud to be a founding 
member of the partnership between the Black Business 
& Professionals Association, a well established Black 
community organization and the Ryerson University 
Diversity Institute.

 
Support the City’s joint application 
through Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada to establish the Black 
Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub in Brampton.

OUR 
ASKS

Located in the middle of Canada’s Innovation Corridor



Centre for Innovation (CFI)
More than $130M is being invested in the future Centre 
for Innovation (CFI), located in the heart of downtown 
Brampton, will become an anchor for the Brampton 
Innovation District It will offer a new central library, office 
space, direct access to transit and new opportunities in 
post-secondary partnerships. The CFI will become an anchor 
for Brampton’s Innovation District.

Infrastructure Cornerstone



Riverwalk
A key City initiative contributing to the redevelopment and 
beautification of the downtown. Its goal is to provide long-
term flood risk solutions while at the same time establishing 
incredible public spaces for people to enjoy, allowing 
more residential development, creating more jobs, and 
strengthening the character and identity of the downtown.

More than $45M has been invested by all partners, 
including the Federal and Provincial governments, 
including $38M in funding through the Disaster Mitigation 
and Adaptation Fund. The City is looking to build on 
existing partnerships and realize the flood risk solution to 
enable development, economic growth and create livable 
sustainable neighbourhoods.

Transit Infrastructure
Critical transit infrastructure investments are essential for 
efficient movement of the labour force, business attraction 
and development of sustainable communities. Brampton is 
partnering with all levels of government to build a modern 
and sustainable transit infrastructure.

Key Infrastructure Investments:

Downtown Transit Mobility Hub

Centred by a new regional Transit Hub, a strategically 
planned growth area where different modes of 
transportation come together seamlessly, integrating with 
pedestrian-friendly features.

Light Rail Transit Extension Study

Examining and recommending a preferred Main Street 
alternative to extend Hurontario Light Rail Transit (HuLRT) 
from Brampton Gateway Terminal to Brampton GO station 
in Downtown Brampton.

Queen Street- Highway 7 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 

Advancing rapid transit along the Queen Street-Highway 
7 corridor with support from the City of Brampton, Peel 
Region, and York Region.

Centre for Innovation Impact

$168M VALUE ADDED

79% of this impact is expected to
occur in Bramptonapprox.

$118M LABOUR INCOME GENERATED

84% is expected to occur in
the City of Bramptonof which

FULL TIME YEARS OF EMPLOYMENT
(inclusive of indirect and induced jobs)

approx.

1,425
1,160 of these positions will be

located within Brampton 

REVENUES IN TAXES$77M
majority of the provincial &
municipal revenues will be
captured in Ontario & Brampton

impact on the GDP
$1.4 B

3.6 M sq ft
Residential, Commercial &

Retail Space in the downtown

+ 23,000 jobs

Brampton in Numbers



GTA WEST CORRIDOR
The Heritage Heights project is the City’s last undeveloped 
area, located in northwest Brampton. It’s area makes up 
1/16 of Brampton’s total land area and was highlighted 
in the Brampton 2040 Vision as the proposed location 
for a new town centre – a complete, compact, mixed-
use, transit-oriented community with work and housing 
options, that will implement City, Regional and Provincial 
planning objectives.

Heritage Heights will be developed to create walkable 
communities for people to gather, recreate, work, and 
live. The project will include arts and cultural uses that 
will leverage Brampton’s diversity and attract investment, 
while conserve the natural and cultural heritage of the 
area, creating a destination for local and regional visitors. 
This approach will foster a competitive environment for 
employment and economic development.

The GTA West Transportation Corridor has been a significant 
impediment to getting on with things in Brampton. 
Investments in infrastructure drive land use outcomes. 
Currently, the Province is conducting an EA to build a high 
speed 400-series highway through the middle of where 
Brampton wishes to build a complete community (one of the 
largest remaining greenfield sites in the GTA). Investing in a 
highway will drive the wrong kind of outcomes for Brampton 
– it will encourage sprawl, increase auto-dependency 
and contribute to the worsening of the City’s declared 
emergencies in health care and the environment. Brampton 
wishes to pursue smarter, greener, more sustainable 
infrastructure investments and as such has proposed an 
urban boulevard instead of a highway. A boulevard will 
connect, instead of divide the community, promote active 
transportation and complete communities and set the stage 
for more sustainable catalytic investments. More importantly, 
it will facilitate higher density development around transit, 
that will make better use of land and potentially protect 
more land from development.

On May 3, 2021 the Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change has determined that the GTA West Project 
proposed by the Ontario Ministry of Transportation 
warrants designation under the Impact Assessment Act. 
This decision respects Brampton Council’s request in the 
motion dated March 3, 2021 that the GTA West project be 
designated, and the Boulevard option be considered.

Investment, Recovery 
Strategy Cornerstone
We have identified strategic advantages for investment 
attraction and will create an environment that instills a 
business friendly environment.

A number of investors and developers have expressed 
an interest in the downtown to take advantage of the 
higher order transit and infrastructure upgrades that are 
planned.  Over 1,500 residential units have been approved 
and over 2,500 residential units are currently going 
through the approval process for the downtown area. 
Downtown Brampton is targeting 26,000 jobs 20,000 
households by 2040. 

Central Area Community Improvement Plan

The Central Area Community Improvement Plan (CIP) was 
approved by Council in November 2007 and came into 
effect in January 2008. The CIP establishes a toolbox of 
programs designed to support specific planning objectives 
by aligning financial incentives with the identified planning 
goals. The following Programs within the CIP are active:

• Facade Improvement Program
• Building Improvement Program
• Development Charges Incentive Program
• Sign Permit Fee Subsidy Program

The combination of investments in key infrastructure, 
innovation and private investment will be a key driver 
for Brampton’s recovery and economic growth, while 
supporting development of healthy and sustainable 
neighbourhoods.

Healthcare in Brampton

The City of Brampton welcomes the 2021 budget 
announcement from the provincial government to fund 
expansion of a new wing at William Osler Health System’s 
Peel Memorial Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness.

 
City of Brampton requests the Government 
of Canada proceed with an Environmental 
Impact Assessment of the proposed GTA 
West Transportation Corridor and include an Urban 
Boulevard option.

OUR 
ASKS



Ryerson University 

The Province also announced financial 
support in the planning for a proposal for 
a new institute of medical education in 
Brampton.

The proposal will detail Ryerson’s approach 
to health education, with a focus on primary 
care, expanded use of technology to better 
meet patient needs, inter-professional 
practice and the provision of culturally 
competent care.

In 2017 the City completed the Peel Memorial 
Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness 
(PMC) and Surrounding Precinct Market 
and Economic Development Opportunity 
Study. To support the development of a 
human health and sciences cluster, the 
study suggests the need to encourage and 
facilitate the development of office space and 
complementary uses in the area of the PMC, 
with the intent of the of establishing a ‘health 
and technology campus’.

A large number of successful human health 
and sciences companies are already located 
within the community. In addition an 
assessment has been conducted concerning 
the economic impact of the health and 
technology campus over the next 25 years, 
based on real gross domestic product (GDP) 
and full-time, full-year (FTTY) equivalent jobs.

Economic Impact Analysis

The recent announcements of provincial 
funding for expansion of a new wing at 
Pee Memorial Centre and a planning grant 
for a new Ryerson institute of medical 
education in Brampton represent significant 
developments. Associated infrastructure 
updates in Brampton downtown area, such 
as extension of Clarke Boulevard, will be 
essential to ensure access and growth.

During construction phases, 
development charges can be 
expected to generate 
$124.8M in revenue, while 
building permit fees will add 
an additional $14.5M

CONSTRUCTION PHASE

$124.8 M REVENUE

$14.5 M+ FEES

The less direct the economic 
driver, the lower the GDP value, 
with direct GDP in capital 
expenditures peaking at 
$996.2M in 2030, indirect GDP 
reaching $521.2M, and induced 
GDP reaching $419.4M

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

$996.2 M
$521.2 M
$419.4 M

Indirect
Induced

Cumulatively, direct, indirect 
and induced real GDP are 
projected to total nearly $35T 
between 2017 and 2041

Real GDP

$35 T
2017 - 2041

Though slow to start, by 2031 
GDP is expected to peak at 
approximately $1.937B and 
remain constant at $1.9B 
between 2031 and 2041

Expected GDP

$1.9 B
2031 - 2041

The impact on employment 
is also expected to peak in 
2030 at 19,098 full-time, full 
year equivalent (FTYE) jobs 
(including direct, indirect 
and induced)

EMPLOYMENT

19,098
Full-Time Jobs

Property taxes from 2031 onward 
will generate approximately 
$16.4M annually from residential 
and commercial rate payers

PROPERTY TAX

$16.4 M

Similarly to GDP, there is an 
inverse relationship between 
how direct the job is to the 
capital investment and the 
number of people employed, 
with 9,626 direct FTYE, 5,541 
indirect FTYE and 3,910 FTYE 
jobs in 2030

Direct FTYE9,626
5,541 Indirect FTYE

3,910 FTYE Jobs



BLAINE LUCAS, Director (A) 
Corporate Projects, Policy & Liaison Division 
City of Brampton 
416.457.6195 
blaine.lucas@brampton.ca

Alternate formats available upon request.


