
Riverwalk
The Downtown Brampton Etobicoke Creek Flood Mitigation 
project is a catalytic project that will eliminate flood risk from 
extreme storm events, remove the Special Policy Area (SPA) 
designation and lift development restrictions in Downtown 
Brampton, ultimately leading to the creation of Riverwalk. 

Riverwalk envisions a remade Etobicoke Creek through the 
heart of downtown, with an adjacent system of public spaces 
and parks connected by the Etobicoke Creek valley corridor 
and a trail system. It will be the heart of Downtown Brampton 
and a central destination.

Climate Change Adaptation, 
Resilience, & Public Health

GREEN INITIATIVES



 

Flood Mitigation 

• An Environmental Assessment (EA) to look at 
alternatives for providing flood mitigation in Brampton 
commenced in 2018, and was approved in September 
2020. The EA identified a flood mitigation solution 
consisting of widening and deepening the Etobicoke 
Creek, replacing existing bridges with larger spans, and 
making local modifications to adjacent roadways.

• The City has secured funding through the Federal Disaster 
Mitigation and Adaptation Fund (DMAF) towards a portion 
of the cost for implementing the flood protection solution 
developed in the Environmental Assessment.

• This transformational project requires support from all 
levels of government to fully realize the economic and 
social potential of Downtown Brampton, and a Provincial 
funding partner would further strengthen the project and 
ensure the economic, social and environmental benefits 
are maximized.

Riverwalk Urban Design Master Plan

In conjunction with the Environmental Assessment 
a complementary Urban Design Master plan is being 
completed. The Master Plan studies the treatment of 
the flood mitigation solutions, the Open Space system 
programming and design along the valley, active 
transportation and provides the design solutions for the 
implementation of the Eco-Park concept and principles.

The Environment, Resilience Sustainability and Public 
Health framework is a main deliverable  of the Master 
Plan  with provisions for environmental and ecological 
improvements, climate change mitigation (gas emissions 
and heat island reduction), sustainable mobility and 
accessibility improvements, storm water management 
and low impact development, economic resilience and 
social sustainability as well as public health improvements 
(public space and amenities for diverse population, 
access to nature and open space, active and healthy 
living opportunities).

Riverwalk will provide extensive benefits through flood 
and disasters protection, revitalized Downtown, access to 
nature and open space, and an attractive, safe place for all.

Riverwalk

The City of Brampton is asking all levels 
of government to assist in advancing this 
transformational project that provides 
a sustainable, prosperous and economically 
progressive Brampton. 

The City of Brampton is looking for the Federal 
and Provincial governments to support Riverwalk 
for climate change mitigation, resilience and public 
health by providing support and funding for:

• Sustainable mobility and active transportation 
components (Etobicoke Creek trail and connections, 
walkways, pedestrian bridges, improved transit stops)

• Feasibility studies and implementation of stormwater 
management and low impact development features 
(bio swales, pervious pavement, channel treatments)

• Implementation of the Eco Park concepts: vegetation 
and habitat improvements, nature integration, 
education, interpretation

• Open space and public realm improvements

OUR 
ASKS



Community Energy and 
Emissions Reduction Plan (CEERP) 
The City of Brampton, in partnership with Sheridan 
College, developed a Community Energy and Emissions 
Reduction Plan. Addressing the climate change emergency 
will require an urban and energy transition. This Plan 
will result in an integrated effort by the municipality, 
local utilities, and the community to create a road map 
that will improve energy efficiency, reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, ensure energy security, create economic 
advantage and increase resilience to climate change. 

Much like Canada’s Climate plan, the CEERP includes 
strategic directions that focus on green communities, 
home and building efficiency, transportation efficiency, 
industrial efficiency and green infrastructure.

There are six priority projects to complete within the next 
five years, including:

1. Ensure City of Brampton policies and programs align 
with supporting the CEERP Objectives and Targets;

2. Establish a system to deliver standardized retrofits to 
Brampton homeowners;

3. Update the Transportation Master Plan (TMP) to reflect 
complete streets and the integrated nature of mobility 
and built form;

4. Integrate District Energy Systems in appropriate 
locations within the City of Brampton;

5. Develop Integrated Energy Master Plans for public 
facilities and private development; and

6. Establish a community organization to lead the 
development and implementation of select 
priority projects.

To achieve our energy conservation and GHG emission 
reduction targets, the CEERP states that 80% of existing 
homes in Brampton must be retrofitted. One priority is for 
Brampton to establish a system to deliver standardized 
retrofits to Brampton homeowners. The scope and 
scale of such an undertaking is beyond the capacity of 
any municipal budget. To achieve success, a funding 
partnership strategy must be established.

Centre for Community 
Energy Transformation (CCET)
One priority project from the CEERP is to establish 
a community organization to lead development and 
implementation of select priority projects.  The Centre 
for Community Energy Transformation (CCET) will be 
an action-oriented organization focused on convening 
partners, including business, institutions and residents, 
to develop and implement select priority projects from 
CEERP. The CCET will help Brampton accelerate its 
response to the climate emergency by advancing the 
CEERP. This initiative supports and is strongly aligned 
with the Federal climate plan and would benefit from 
collaboration and measures such as the Strategic 
Innovation Fund announced in 2021 Budget.

Transforming our City will require collective 
action including:

• Dedicated resources/skills/knowledge
• Community leadership 

Currently, the CCET is being planned as an arms-length, 
non-profit organization to lead development and 
implementation of select projects, such as: 

• a Home Retrofit Program,
• the integration of District Energy Systems in appropriate 

locations within the city,
• building expertise on Integrated Energy Master Plans,
• working with the industrial sector to improve 

energy efficiency,
• create strong partnerships and network across 

city sectors.

Home Retrofit Program:

Residential homes represent 26% of energy use and 21% 
of GHG emissions in Brampton. To achieve our energy 
conservation and GHG emission reduction targets, the 
CEERP states that 80% of existing homes in Brampton 
must be retrofitted. One priority is for Brampton to 
establish a system to deliver standardized retrofits 
to Brampton homeowners. This is a consistent set of 
modifications to existing buildings designed to improve 
energy efficiency or decrease energy demand. The scope 
and scale of such an undertaking is beyond the capacity 
of any municipal budget. To achieve success, a funding 
partnership strategy must be established. The CCET is the 
ideal organization to deliver such a program, and could 
partner with the Federal government through Deep Home 
Retrofit investments announced in the 2021 Budget. The 
City of Brampton has already developed a Feasibility Study 
and applied to Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ Green 
Municipal Fund for Design Program funding.



Addressing the 
Climate Change Emergency
The City of Brampton Council declared a Climate Change 
Emergency in August 2019. In response, Brampton is moving 
quickly to implement both strategic studies and plans as 
well as on-the ground actions that achieve quantifiable GHG 
reductions and meaningful community benefits. 

The City of Brampton has established an ambitious 
goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions generated 
in Brampton by 80% by 2050. Guided by the City of 
Brampton’s recently updated Grow Green Environmental 
Master Plan, Community Energy and Emissions Reduction 
Plan, and Corporate Energy and Emissions Management 
Plan, the City is taking action to address the Climate 
Change Emergency. 

Successfully addressing climate change depends on 
collaboration among community partners, including 
businesses, institutions, non-profits, residents, and other 
levels of government.

Net Zero Energy 
Community Centre Retrofits
The City’s Energy Management Team has completed a 
carbon neutral study on a community centre and approval 
for partial study funding was given by FCM (i.e. Green 
Municipal Fund). This community centre is currently in 
the design planning stage.  Two more carbon neutral 
studies are scheduled to be completed in summer 2021. 
There is a broader corporate plan called a “Zero Carbon 
Transition’ which lists the top emitting facilities for the City 
of Brampton.

Priority Projects include:
• Zero Carbon Retrofit of South Fletcher’s Sportsplex
• Zero Carbon Retrofit of Century Gardens 

Recreation Centre
• Zero Carbon Retrofit of Earnscliffe Recreation Centre

Addressing the Climate 
Change Emergency



Greening our Fleet
The City recognizes that fleet operations impact our 
environment, particularly through the generation of 
GHG emissions. With the population projected to reach 
almost 900,000 by 2041, the need for these services will 
increase. This in turn will increase the size, requirements, 
and pressures put on the City’s fleet for the provision of 
services. In 2021, the City of Brampton commenced the 
development of a Sustainable Fleet Strategy to foster 
reduced GHG and air pollutant emissions, enhanced 
operational efficiency and service excellence, improved 
lifecycle asset management, and demonstrated leadership 
in environmental sustainability.

Supporting Electric Vehicle Uptake
The City’s Energy Management Team has 40+ public 
charging stations that are located at community centres, 
transit and administrative buildings.  There are plans to 
install 12 more stations across four sites this year which are 
approved for partial funding by the Federal Government 
through ZEVIP (Zero Emission Vehicle Infrastructure 
Program).  There was a partnership with the Region of Peel 
to pursue this funding and also to shortlist pre-qualified 
EV charging station vendors.  The partnership continues 
based on funding opportunities.

There is a broader plan for public stations that is based 
on a number of factors, including green vehicle ownership 
data which is sourced from the Ministry of Transportation.

Sustainable 
Neighbourhood Action Plans
A partnership initiative between the City of Brampton, 
local Conservation Authorities (TRCA and CVC) and 
the Region of Peel, SNAP is an innovative, collaborative 
model for sustainable urban renewal and climate action 
that focuses on the neighbourhood scale. Guided by a 
customized Action Plan for the selected neighbourhood, 
the program aligns municipal sustainability priorities with 
community needs, identifies integrated retrofit solutions, 
and fosters partnerships between public agencies, 
community organizations, businesses and residents. As a 
result, SNAPs help deliver program efficiencies, empower 
residents, showcase innovation, and achieve tangible 
results. Brampton currently has three SNAPs: County Court 
SNAP, Fletchers Creek SNAP, and Bramalea SNAP.

Brampton Eco Park
Brampton Eco Park is made up of a network of sustainable 
urban/green spaces that reflect Brampton’s character, 
provide unique social opportunities, and support city 
infrastructure. This is achieved while conserving and 
enhancing the natural landscapes. The majority of 
Brampton’s 2,500 hectares of Natural Heritage System 
(NHS) forms the backbone of the Brampton Eco Park. 
From this foundation, Brampton Eco Park will expand 
and evolve into parks, streetscapes, and other city spaces 
to form a comprehensive network of green spaces and 
natural reserve throughout the city building a green 
framework for Brampton.

While the Eco Park Principles are being integrated into 
many urban and green spaces across the city through 
leveraging existing and new City programs and initiatives, 
a number of larger Eco Park projects are currently being 
implemented, these include:

• Jefferson, Jordan, and Jayfield (JJJ) Eco Park 
Revitalization: An Eco Park revitalization at the JJJ 
Parks, in conjunction with the scheduled TRCA channel 
remediation on site.

• Eco Park Education Centre: The development of a 
flagship trailhead Eco Space to the Credit River Valley 
that would be a prominent, publicly accessible centre for 
environmental learning and outdoor recreation.

• Riverwalk : A large and innovative long-term flood 
mitigation project in the heart of Brampton that 
integrates the Eco Park Principles.

• Lake Enhancements: A strategy to enhance the City’s 
lakes and transform them into signature features of 
Brampton’s Eco Park.

Establishment of Eco Parks across Brampton will help 
realize the City’s natural heritage and recreation goals. 
The Brampton Eco Park initiative is strongly aligned with 
the Federal goals and could benefit from funding through 
the Natural Infrastructure Fund and Canada Community 
Revitalization Fund.

A conceptual image of the evolution of Brampton Eco Park



Brampton One Million Trees Program
The City has embarked on planting one million trees 
by 2040 to grow the urban forest, mitigate and adapt 
to climate change and foster the delivery of ecosystem 
services. Under current programs, the City and its partners 
plant approximately 43,000 trees per year. To achieve 
one million trees by 2040, the number of trees planted 
annually will need to increase by at least 7,000 trees per 
year to achieve a total of 50,000 new trees annually. This 
target supports the Governments of Canada’s target of 2 
billion trees being planted by 2030.

The City has taken a number of steps to increase tree 
plantings within the city, including but not limited to 
developing a tree planting program for existing parks, 
improving tree planting standards and requirements for 
City road and capital projects and new development, 
initiating a Residential Tree Planting Program, and actively 
supporting tree planting initiatives and projects of City 
partners and local organizations.

Federal funding and support can help the City meet its 
one million trees target as an important step in building a 
sustainable and healthy community. The City of Brampton 
has recently applied for funding for its planting initiatives 
for 2021 through the Federal Growing Canada’s Forests 
Program: Early Starts Project for 2021.

Stormwater Infrastructure Improvement
The City invests in maintaining and upgrading 
stormwater infrastructure across Brampton on an 
ongoing basis. In addition to regular operations and 
cleanout of Brampton’s stormwater infrastructure, the 
City is also investing in retrofits and upgrades to existing 
infrastructure. For example, the City has identified 
gaps in water quality treatment provided by existing 
infrastructure in neighbourhoods that were built prior to 
current stormwater management practices. The City has 
reviewed these areas and identified opportunities for new 
stormwater management infrastructure to be installed 
and to capture pollutants from urban runoff before 
entering the natural environment. Overall, these retrofits 
will provide additional stormwater control and treatment 
in underserved neighbourhoods such that they will be 
more prepared for climate change. Federal funding 
and support can help the City accelerate and increase 
the scope of Stormwater Retrofit Program to include 
additional opportunities.

Brampton looks to partner with the 
Federal government to make the 
necessary investments and policy changes 
that will have a great impact in mitigating 
climate change: 

• To establish an energy excellence institute (e.g. 
Centre for Community Energy Transformation) 

• To undertake Integrated Energy Plans for the 
Heritage Heights Secondary Plan, Queen Street 
Corridor, Downtown Brampton, Uptown Brampton, 
and Bramalea 

• To establish low-carbon district energy systems 
informed by District Energy Business Case for urban 
centres, mobility hubs, and intensification corridors 

• To support the establishment of the Peel Residential 
Energy Program to facilitate energy efficiency and 
GHG reduction in Brampton’s residential sector  

• To support the City’s one million tree goal by 
funding expansive tree planting initiatives over the 
next 20 years 

• To support the establishment of Eco Parks across 
Brampton to realize the City’s natural heritage and 
recreation goals  

• To support the expansion of the City’s Sustainable 
Neighbourhood Action Plan (SNAP) program to 
other neighbourhoods across Brampton 

• To support the implementation of current Bramalea 
SNAP initiatives including the Fallingdale and 
Earnscliffe Park Stormwater Management and 
Channel Rehabilitation Retrofit, and Complete 
Streets initiatives to increase active transportation 
infrastructure and pedestrian safety 

• To support the Stormwater Retrofit Program including 
green infrastructure improvements in vulnerable 
neighbourhoods to prepare for climate change
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BLAINE LUCAS, Director (A) 
Corporate Projects, Policy & Liaison Division 
City of Brampton 
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