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Subject: Prohibition for the Practice of Shark Finning 

Contact: Deborah Dubenofsky, City Manager, 905-874-2625 

Overview: 

•	 On June 15th, 2011, Brampton Council directed staff to investigate and report 
back regarding the matter of banning the sale, possession and consumption of 
shark fin and related products in the City of Brampton, due to the practice of 
finning, which is considered to be inhumane and claims the lives of sharks. 

•	 This report responds to Council's direction and includes a resolution for Council 
approval to underscore Brampton's concern to protect the health and welfare of 
shark species. 

Recommendations: 

1.	 That the report from Deborah Dubenofsky, City Manager, dated November 24,
 
2011, re:, Prohibition for the Practice of Shark Finning be received; and
 

2.	 That Council endorses the following resolution which calls upon senior levels of 
Government to ensure proper actions are taken that will assist in protecting shark 
populations. 

WHEREAS the Council of the City of Brampton agrees that the practice of shark finning 
is a cruel act and the possession, sale and consumption of shark and its related 
products should only be obtained from industries that practice humane, responsible and 
environmentally sustainable fishing practices; and 

WHEREAS the decimation of the shark population from environmentally irresponsible 
methods will devastate marine ecosystems and have far-reaching impacts on our lives; 
and 

WHEREAS the City of Brampton endorses the sale and consumption of fish products 
obtained through humane and environmentally sustainable fishing practices; and 

WHEREAS the City of Brampton respects that the consumption of shark fin is of cultural 
significance and its procurement through ethical fishing practices is a shared goal of 
Brampton's diverse communities; and 

WHEREAS the City of Brampton and its community strives to be a leader in advocating 
for the protection of shark populations by only procuring shark meat and its related 
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products from sources that provide human and environmentally sustainable fishing 
practices; and 

WHEREAS municipalities across Canada are increasingly seeing their role as crucial in 
the campaign to end the shark finning practice; and 

WHEREAS Environment Canada has jurisdiction for the importation of products related 
to endangered species; and 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has jurisdiction for the protection of animal species 
under various pieces of legislation; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Environment Canada introduce proactive 
regulations to ban the importation of shark fin and cartilage and all derivative products 
that have been obtained through the practice of shark finning to assist in preventing this 
practice, the needless extinction of sharks and to preserve the ocean ecosystem. 

AND THAT the Province of Ontario provide shark protection where appropriate under 
the legislation within their jurisdiction, such as the Endangered Species Act, the Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Act, the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals Act and the Environmental Protection Act. 

3.	 That this resolution and report be forwarded to the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) to urge the Federal government to prevent shark finning 
and provide proactive measures to protect shark populations. 

4.	 That this resolution and report be forwarded to the Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario (AMO) to urge the Provincial government to prevent shark finning and 
provide proactive measures to protect shark populations. 

Background: 
In May 2011, the City of Brantford Council received delegations asking for their support 
to adopt a by-lawto ban the possession, sale and consumption of all shark fin products 
in the City. Brantford's' City Council adopted a by-lawthat has now become the first of 
its kind in Canada to provide a measure of control on the shark finning trade. 

Shortly thereafter, other municipalities in the Greater Toronto Area, including Brampton 
considered the issue of shark finning. In July, the Town of Oakville passed a motion 
urging senior levels of government to introduce regulations to curtail the practice of 
shark finning. This Fall, the cities of Mississauga and Toronto passed similar resolutions 
and asked other Canadian municipalities to urge senior levels of government to prevent 
the practice of shark finning and protect shark populations. 

Current Situation: 

City Councillor Grant Gibson advised Committee of Council at its meeting on June 15th, 
that some municipalities have banned or are considering banning the sale, possession 
and consumption of shark fins due to the practice of finning, which is considered to be 
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inhumane and is depleting the shark population. Staff was directed to investigate and 
report back to Council regarding the matter of shark finning and its possible prohibition 
in the City of Brampton. 

In response to Council's direction, this report provides a brief benchmarking on the 
banning of shark finning by other municipalities and information on the jurisdiction of 
other levels of government to control shark finning. It also provides a resolution for 
Council's endorsement to underscore Brampton's distaste for the shark finning practice 
and to advocate for humane and environmentally sustainable fishing practices. 

Developing a Resolution: 

The City of Brampton wants to express its clear opposition to the inhumane and 
unsustainable practice of shark finning. We recognize that the sale and consumption of 
shark meat is culturally significant in many municipalities, including Brampton provided 
the shark products are obtained through ethical fishing practices. Despite the concern 
expressed by municipalities, the control of the shark finning practice is an issue of 
environmental protection that is within the jurisdiction of senior levels of Government 
and not within the authority of municipalities. 

Although the protection of ocean species is not within the purview of municipal 
jurisdiction, it is evident that municipalities increasingly see their role as integral to the 
awareness campaign to end the shark finning practice. To build consensus among 
municipalities, it is suggested that the national and provincial municipal associations be 
asked to advocate for this cause on behalf of all municipalities to senior levels of 
government. Additionally, for the City of Brampton to continue to be a leader for 
environmental awareness, that our community be asked to assist in the advocacy 
efforts to protect shark populations by only procuring shark and its related products from 
sources that provide humane and environmentally sustainable fishing practices. 

Conclusion: 

Recognizing the importance of the matter and Brampton Council's concern for global 
environmental sustainability, staff recommends that Brampton Council advocate to the 
Federal and Provincial Governments to exercise the powers within their jurisdiction to 
ban the practice of shark finning to preserve the shark population and the world's ocean 
ecosystems. 

Deborah Dubenofsky 
City Manager 

Report authored by: Debbie Reader, Government Relations 
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