
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Key messaging for Responsible Pet Ownership Month  
 
To help make your lives easier, we have come up with some key messages that we hope you will  
use to promote Responsible Pet Ownership throughout the month of May. These messages can be  
used on social media sites, websites or any other platform.   
 

 Being a responsible pet owner is much more than just providing adequate water, food 
and shelter for your pet. Domestic pets are completely dependent on their owners for 
their welfare. Understand the commitment involved in adopting a pet. Research the 
average lifespan of the animal you are interested in and consider how your life may 
change over that length of time. How many times will you move? Will you have children? 
What will happen to your pet if you can’t care for it any longer? 
 

 Be kind to your pets and give them lots of love and attention... remember you are their 
world! 
 

 A dog should always be wearing its licence tag, you never know when they will wander 
off and get lost. A microchip is also a good idea; it serves as a permanent form of 
identification and cannot be removed or altered. Having both a tag and microchip is the 
best way to ensure your dog is returned home. 
 

 Just like people, animals have different personalities and activity levels. Choose a pet 
that suits your lifestyle, e.g. an energetic dog for an active family. Research the breed 
background so that you are prepared for grooming requirements, common illnesses, and 
personality traits. 
 

 Spay & neuter your pet. In addition to preventing unwanted litters and contributing to 
homeless animals, there are many health and behaviour benefits for your pet. There 
really is no reason not to do it! 
 

 Dogs strive on companionship and need to be with their human pack. Chaining a dog to 
a dog house is not a good life; they deserve to be by your side as member of the family. 
 

 Exercise is very important for your dog however, make sure it’s always walked on a 
leash unless in an approved off-leash and fenced in area. 
 

 Cats that do go outdoors must be identified with a collar & tag so that neighbours 
understand these cats have a home. A microchip serves as a permanent form of 
identification and cannot be removed or altered. Having both a tag and microchip is the 
best way to ensure your cat is returned home. 
 

 Be aware of weather conditions. Leaving your dog in the car on a hot day or in the yard 
without shade or water could lead to heatstroke and even death. Thunderstorms and 
other inclement weather can be both terrifying and dangerous for your pets. Keep them 
safe at home! 



 Make sure your home is "pet" safe. Pesticides, medications, household cleaners and 
some houseplants (lilies, dieffenbachia, philodendron, hyacinth, and mistletoe) can be 
deadly to your pet. Be sure to keep them out of reach.  
 

 Exercise and training are very important factors to consider when adopting a puppy or 
adult dog. Dogs like having a job to do and require mental stimulation to keep them 
happy and prevent destructive behaviours. 

 

 Regular veterinary care is as important to your pet as your doctor is to you. Pets require 
yearly physical exams and vaccinations to keep them healthy. Emergencies such as 
trauma or an unforeseen illness can be very costly. Consider this when budgeting the 
costs of pet ownership. 

 

 Cats are safest when they remain indoors. Consider the potential risks to roaming cats, 
such as being hit by a car, attacked by another animal, exposure to infectious disease, 
frostbite, and the list goes on. Many cats enter shelters because they have been viewed 
as a nuisance by neighbours and do not have identification. 
 

 Nutrition is just as important to your pet as it is to you. Pets suffer the same types of 
obesity related health issues as people and a diet that lacks proper nutrition can lead to 
malnourishment and disease. Some human foods such as chocolate and artificial 
sweeteners can even be deadly to pets. 

 

 Be sure to take extra precautions around the holidays. Events like fireworks can be very 
scary for pets and many dogs panic and run away during loud celebrations. Holidays 
also usually involve food, many of which can be toxic if ingested by your pet.  
 

 Take special care of your pet during their senior years. Signs of illness may be subtle 
and regular check-ups with your veterinarian are essential for early detection. Animals 
suffer from age related arthritis and may not be able to show you that they are in pain. 
Maintaining their quality of life as they age is the key to a long and happy life together. 
 

 Considering adopting a rabbit, ferret, lizard, or other exotic pet? Be sure to do your 

research before acquiring the animal. Each species has very specific needs with respect 

to diet, housing and veterinary care. For example, many people are surprised to learn 

that rabbits can live an average of 8-12 years, that they require hay and fresh veggies in 

addition to pellets, and that they too require veterinary care! 

 


