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Boardroom WT-2C 
2nd Floor – West Tower 

 
 
 

Members: Trevor Boston (Co-Chair) 
David Laing (Co-Chair) 
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Ian McGillivray 
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Roopinder Sandhu 
Joshua Teves 
Laila Zarrabi Yan 
City Councillor Doug Whillans 

 
Student Project Members: Gurkirat Batth 

Linda Bui 
Aaraby Mohanathas 

 
 
 
 
 

For inquiries about this Agenda, or to make arrangements for accessibility accommodations for 
persons attending (some advance notice may be required), please contact:   

 

Sonya Pacheco, Legislative Coordinator 
Phone (905) 874-2178, TTY (905) 874-2130, cityclerksoffice@brampton.ca 

  

 
Note: Some meeting information may also be available in alternate formats, upon request. 
 
Note: For any difficulty accessing meeting rooms, elevators, etc., please contact Security at 

(905) 874-2111. 
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Note: Please ensure all cell phones, personal digital assistants (PDAs) and other 
electronic devices are turned off or placed on non-audible mode during the 
meeting. 

 
 

1. Approval of Agenda 
 
 

2. Declarations of Interest under the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act 
 
 

3. Previous Minutes 
 

3.1. Minutes – Environment Advisory Committee – February 13, 2018 
 
The minutes were approved by Council on March 7, 2018 and are provided for 
Committee’s information. 
 
 

4. Delegations/Presentations 
 

4.1. Delegation by Darnel Harris, resident of Toronto, re: Living Green 
Infrastructure Design. 
 
Note:  This delegation was referred to the Environment Advisory Committee 

pursuant to Recommendation CYC055-2017, passed by the Cycling 
Advisory Committee on September 21, 2017. 

 
 

5. Reports/Updates 
 

5.1. Verbal update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Planner, Public Works and 
Engineering, re: City Plans for 100 in 1 Day Event. 
 
 

5.2. Verbal update from Stavroula Kassaris, Environmental Planner, Public Works 
and Engineering, re: Future Ready Brampton Vision Planning Session and 
Presentation to Council on May 7, 2018. 
 
 

5.3. Verbal update from David Laing, Co-Chair, re: Eco-pledge Launch Events – 
Environmental Town Hall. 
 
 
 
 



Agenda 
Environment Advisory Committee 

 

2018 04 10         Page 3 of 3 

6. Sub-Committees 
 

6.1. Verbal update from Davika Misir, Committee Member, re: Grow Green Network 
Meeting #3 – Summary and Plan for Grow Green Network Meeting #4 –  
May 2018. 
 
 

6.2. Verbal update from Rosemary Keenan, Committee Member, re: Earth Day Eco-
Pledge Launch Event at Eldorado Park – April 22, 2018. 
 
 

7. Other/New Business 
 

7.1. Discussion at the request of Roopinder Sandhu, Committee Member, re: Dog-
waste Receptacles in City Parks to Increase Recycling, Reduce Waste and 
Generate Renewable Power. 
 
 

7.2. Discussion re: Implications of the Future Ready Brampton Vision on the 
Environment Advisory Committee and Grow Green Network. 
 
 

8. Correspondence 
 

8.1. Correspondence from Ian McGillivray, Member, dated March 26, 2018, re: 
Resignation of Ian McGillivray from the Environment Advisory Committee. 
 
 

9. Question Period 
 
 

10. Public Question Period 
 
15 Minute Limit (regarding any decision made at this meeting) 
 
 

11. Adjournment 
 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday, June 12, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 

 
 
 

Members Present:  Trevor Boston (Co-Chair) 
David Laing (Co-Chair) 

  Harripaul Bridgemohan  
Shintu Cherian Manathara 
Douglas Foster 
Rosemary Keenan 

 
 

Members Absent:  Ian McGillivray 
Davika Misir (regrets) 
Roopinder Sandhu (regrets) 
Joshua Teves 
Laila Zarrabi Yan (regrets) 
City Councillor Doug Whillans (vacation) 

 
 

Staff Present: Michael Hoy, Environmental Policy Planner, Planning and 
Development Services  

Stavroula Kassaris, Environmental Policy Planner, Planning 
and Development Services  

Sonya Pacheco, Legislative Coordinator, City Clerk’s Office  

Minutes 
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The meeting was called to order at 6:08 p.m. and adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 

 
1. Approval of Agenda 
 

The following motion was considered. 
 
EAC001-2018 That the agenda for the Environment Advisory Committee Meeting of 

February 13, 2018, be approved, as amended to add the following 
items: 

 
7.1. Discussion at the request of David Laing, Co-Chair, re: 

Public Consultation on Greenbelt Expansion. 
 
7.2. Verbal Update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Policy 

Planner, re: 100in1Day Canada – June 2, 2018. 
 

Carried 
 
 
2. Declarations of Interest under the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act – nil  
 
 
3. Previous Minutes 
 
3.1. Minutes – Environment Advisory Committee – December 12, 2017 
 

The minutes were considered by Committee of Council on January 17, 2018 
and the recommendations were approved by Council on January 24, 2018.  
The minutes were provided for Committee’s information. 
 
In regard to Item 10 (Public Question Period) of the previous minutes, David 
Laing, Co-Chair, clarified that Leo O’Brien, Brampton resident, sought 
Committee’s support for a meeting to be scheduled between staff, Stantec 
Consulting and two Committee members (David Laing and Rosemary 
Keenan) regarding the Heart Lake Road Corridor study.  Mr. Laing added that 
there was Committee consensus for this meeting to take place.  

 
 
4. Delegations/Presentations 
 
4.1. Delegation from Dr. Maureen Harper and Leo O'Brien, Members, Citizens for the 

Preservation of the Heart Lake Road Wetlands and Wildlife, re: Sustainability of the 
Heart Lake Road Wetlands and Wildlife. 
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Dr. Maureen Harper and Leo O'Brien, Members, Citizens for the Preservation 
of the Heart Lake Road Wetlands and Wildlife, addressed Committee 
regarding the sustainability of the Heart Lake Road wetlands and wildlife, and 
highlighted the following: 

 Formation of the Citizens for the Preservation of the Heart Lake Road 
Wetlands and Wildlife 

 Previous delegation to Budget Committee in November 2017 

 Loss of wildlife on Heart Lake Road 

 Establishment of eco-passages (tunnels) and installation of snow 
fencing along Heart Lake Road 

 Competing interests along Heart Lake Road and the impact of 
development in this area 

 Significance of the Heart Lake Road Wetlands and Wildlife and the 
need to ensure its protection is a City priority 

 The need to work collaboratively and quickly to ensure this area is 
protected  

 Concern that species are at risk 
 
Committee understood the concerns raised by the delegations and indicated 
that they actively lobby for the protection of the Heart Lake Road Wetlands 
and Wildlife.  
 
Committee discussion on this matter included the following: 

 Indication that a Heart Lake Road Corridor study is underway to 
evaluate various uses for this road and establish solutions and 
recommendations 

 Indication that there is no timeline for completion of this study 

 Challenges with temporary fencing on Heart Lake Road and 
information from staff that alternate fencing options are being explored, 
and the City has committed to erect temporary fencing 

 Changing the character of Heart Lake Road (e.g. reducing traffic) 

 Water quality in various areas of the wetlands and information from 
staff that the impact of development on water levels is being studied 

 Indication from staff that the City is actively working on the Heart Lake 
Road Corridor study and a report is anticipated to be ready in Spring 
2018 

 Potential sources of funding to implement the recommendations 
proposed in the staff report 

 Concern regarding the timeline and urgency for addressing the issues 
on Heart Lake Road 

 Indication that Committee members are willing to meet with staff and 
Stantec Consulting regarding the Heart Lake Road Corridor study 

 
The following motion was considered. 
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EAC002-2018 1. That the delegation from Dr. Maureen Harper and Leo O'Brien, 
Members, Citizens for the Preservation of the Heart Lake Road 
Wetlands and Wildlife, to the Environment Advisory Committee 
Meeting of February 13, 2018, re: Sustainability of the Heart 
Lake Road Wetlands and Wildlife be received; and, 

 

2. That staff be requested to schedule a meeting as soon as possible 
with Stantec Consulting, David Laing, Co-Chair, and Rosemary 
Keenan, Member, Environment Advisory Committee, to discuss the 
recommendations that will be contained within the Heart Lake Road 
Corridor study report, prior to the finalization of materials and the 
public information session. 

 

Carried 
 
 
5. Reports/Updates – nil  
 
5.1. Verbal update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Planner, Public Works and 

Engineering, re: Natural Heritage Restoration Program. 
 

Michael Hoy, Environmental Planner, Public Works and Engineering, 
provided information on the Natural Heritage Restoration Program’s 
objectives, framework, 2017 accomplishments and the proposed 2018 
program. 
 
Committee discussion took place with respect to the following: 

 Planting of native species and implementation of “no mow” practices in 
various areas 

 Cutting of ash trees in Stafford Woods, and clarification from staff that 
only hazardous trees are being cut down 

 Dates for community planting events and confirmation from staff that 
community groups can participate 

 Communications strategy to inform residents of the Natural Heritage 
Restoration Program 

 
The following motion was considered. 

 
EAC003-2018 1. That the verbal update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Planner, 

Public Works and Engineering, to the Environment Advisory 
Committee Meeting of February 13, 2018, re: Natural Heritage 
Restoration Program be received; and 

 

 2. That the Environment Advisory Committee endorse, in principle, the 
establishment of a Natural Heritage Restoration Program. 

 

Carried 
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5.2. Verbal update from Stavroula Kassaris, Environmental Planner, Public Works and 
Engineering, re: Environmental Master Plan Implementation Update Report. 

 
Stavroula Kassaris, Environmental Planner, Public Works and Engineering, 
provided an update regarding the implementation of the Environmental 
Master Plan, noting that a status report is anticipated to be presented to 
Committee of Council on March 28, 2018.  She provided information 
regarding the purpose of the report, main findings, and next steps.  In 
addition, Ms. Kassaris advised that Dianne Saxe, Environmental 
Commissioner of Ontario, will be available to delegate on this matter after the 
Provincial Election. 
 
Trevor Boston, Co-Chair, suggested a delegation/presentation by the 
Environment Advisory Committee, to align with the staff report on the 
Environmental Master Plan.  He indicated that he would circulate the 
presentation to Committee members for feedback. 
 
Committee discussion took place with respect to the following: 

 The need for additional resources to successfully implement the 
Environmental Master Plan (e.g. external funding) 

 The need to establish environmental targets 

 Commitment from senior staff and Members of Council regarding 
environmental issues (e.g. Corporate culture shift) 

 Suggestion that Environment Advisory Committee members attend the 
Committee of Council meeting to support the staff report on the 
Environmental Master Plan 
 

The following motion was considered. 
 

EAC004-2018 That the verbal update from Stavroula Kassaris, Environmental 
Planner, Public Works and Engineering, to the Environment Advisory 
Committee Meeting of February 13, 2018, re: Environmental Master 
Plan Implementation Update Report be received. 

 
Carried 

 
 
5.3. Verbal update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Planner, Public Works and 

Engineering, re: Climate Change Action Plan. 
 

Michael Hoy, Environmental Planner, Public Works and Engineering, 
provided an update regarding the Climate Change Action Plan and provided 
information regarding the energy and emissions mitigation strategy (Phase 1) 
and adaptation program (Phase 2).  
 
Committee discussion took place with respect to the following: 
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 Provincial incentive program for heat pumps 

 Possibility of working with developers on the establishment of a “net 
zero” residential community project 

o Mr. Hoy indicated that he would investigate this opportunity  
 

The following motion was considered. 
 

EAC005-2018 That the verbal update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Planner, 
Public Works and Engineering, to the Environment Advisory 
Committee Meeting of February 13, 2018, re: Climate Change Action 
Plan be received. 

 
Carried 

 
 
6. Sub-Committees 
 
6.1. Verbal update from Davika Misir, Member, Environment Advisory Committee, re: 

Action Plan for the Grow Green Network. 
 

David Laing, Co-Chair, Environment Advisory Committee, provided an update 
regarding the Grow Green Network Action Plan and invited Committee 
members to attend a Grow Green Network meeting on February 20, 2018.  
Mr. Laing advised that the terms of reference and network charter will be 
confirmed, and City and network-based initiatives will be discussed. 
 
Committee discussion on this matter included the number of registrations for 
this meeting to date. 
 
The following motion was considered. 
 

EAC006-2018 That the verbal update from David Laing, Co-Chair, Environment 
Advisory Committee, to the Environment Advisory Committee Meeting 
of February 13, 2018, re: Action Plan for the Grow Green Network 
be received. 

 
Carried 

 
 
6.2. Verbal update from Rosemary Keenan, Member, Environment Advisory Committee, 

re: Action Plan for the Eco-pledge Program. 
 

Rosemary Keenan, Member, Environment Advisory Committee, provided an 
update on the Eco-pledge Program Action Plan, and provided information 
with respect to future outreach events, including the need for volunteers to 
participate. 
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Committee discussion on this matter included the following: 

 Eco-pledge program format 

 Suggestion to link pledges to government grant programs 

 Enhancing awareness of government grant programs to encourage 
participation 

 The need to obtain brochures on various environmental topics (e.g. air, 
water, land, energy, waste) 

 Youth participation 

 The need to establish pledge options 
 
The following motion was considered. 
 

EAC007-2018 That the verbal update from Rosemary Keenan, Member, Environment 
Advisory Committee, to the Environment Advisory Committee Meeting 
of February 13, 2018, re: Action Plan for the Eco-pledge Program 
be received. 

 
Carried 

 
 
7. Other/New Business 
 
 
7.1. Discussion at the request of David Laing, Co-Chair, re: Public Consultation on 

Greenbelt Expansion. 
 

David Laing, Co-Chair, and Rosemary Keenan, Member, informed Committee 
that the Province of Ontario is seeking public input regarding the planned 
expansion of the Greenbelt, and advised that the deadline for feedback is 
March 7, 2018. 

 
 
7.2. Verbal Update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Policy Planner, re: 100in1Day 

Canada – June 2, 2018. 
 

Michael Hoy, Environmental Policy Planner, distributed a handout and 
provided information regarding the 100in1Day Canada event scheduled to 
take place on June 2, 2018. 
 
The following motion was considered. 
 

EAC008-2018 That the verbal update from Michael Hoy, Environmental Policy 
Planner, to the Environment Advisory Committee Meeting of February 
13, 2018, re: 100in1Day Canada – June 2, 2018 be received. 

 

Carried 

3.1-7



Minutes 
Environment Advisory Committee 

 

2018 02 13          Page 8 of 8 

8. Correspondence – nil  
 
 
9. Question Period – nil 
 
 
10. Public Question Period – nil 
 
 
11. Adjournment 
 
EAC009-2018 That the Environment Advisory Committee do now adjourn to meet 

again on Tuesday, April 10, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.  
 
          Carried  
 
 
 

 
________________________ 

Trevor Boston, Co-Chair 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
David Laing, Co-Chair  
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Living Green Infrastructure Design - Brampton Cycling Advisory Committee 

 

Summary: 

The Credit Valley Conservation (CVC) Authority have pioneered the use of raingardens 

to absorb and manage stormwater in Ontario. Installing a ‘Rapid Transit Greenway’ - wide 

separated bike lanes with integrated green infrastructure and protected intersections - as part of 

the Hurontario LRT project will 

create a seamless, practical and safe 

low carbon ‘travel shed’ centered 

along Hurontario Avenue. Businesses 

will be able to haul up to half a ton of 

goods with cargo trikes. Residents of 

all ages will be able to employ the 

bikes, trikes or mobility devices that 

suit their needs. People walking, taking transit or driving will not be hampered by unsafe or 

flooded roads, and enjoy a vibrant streetscape all year round.  

 

Greenway Rationale and Benefits:  

As the CVC Authority’s Chair notes, “Municipal infrastructure is regularly overwhelmed 

and ineffective…we’re reminded that existing systems cannot manage intense storms and are 

failing to protect the environment.” Low impact development (LID) systems, which use plants 

and trees to slow and treat the water flowing into storm sewers, are cost-effective solutions 

which yield both direct and long-term savings and benefits to both government and residents.  

LID usage leads to considerable 

construction, operation and maintenance 

savings. The City of Brampton built two 

raingardens on County Court Boulevard 

to improve the quality of the water 

flowing into Etobicoke Creek. As 

Michael Hoy, the Senior Environmental 

Planner noted, “The City of Brampton 

has been able to take a standard road-

reconstruction project, and incorporate 

specially designed filter swales to 

improve stormwater treatment and help 

transform local public space. This is a 

great success story.” This project aims to 

amplify that successful pilot. Even if the 

initial cost is slightly higher, LID provides the better overall value. LID reduces stress on storm 

sewers and street infrastructure extending their lifespan, eliminates pollutants which would 

otherwise be more expensive to treat, and drastically reduces the risk of flood damage to 

property and people.  

In terms of residents, Toronto Public Health and the David Suzuki Foundation recently 

conducted two systematic literature reviews on several factors related to health. They found that 
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people derive significant mental and physical health benefits from exposure to green space, as do 

expectant mothers and their children. Green spaces and mature tree canopies were noted to 

improve air quality and provide a cooling effect – both vital natural services as weather patterns 

shift in severity. Plus, the ability to use active transport year-round to carry out practical and 

commercial tasks will yield health and wellness related savings to both individuals, businesses 

and all levels of government. As an increasing range of local trips are made viable and safe 

without a vehicle, vehicular traffic will benefit from a right-of-way design which limits conflict 

between people, and reduces local vehicle traffic.  

While extensive roadside low impact installations are rare so far, that is mainly because 

of the expense and disruption involved in road reconstruction. However, the building of the 20-

kilometer Hurontario LRT Project will require 

extensive road reconstruction. Therefore, there is a 

historic opportunity to embed flood protection and 

practical active mobility into the heart of the city. The 

Indianapolis Cultural Trail (left), also built in the 

heart of their downtown, stretches for 13 kilometers 

and serves as a linear park connecting people to the 

places they want to go. A project analysis in 2014 

revealed: a) 148% increase in property values near the 

Trail; b) a sustained rise in revenue and customer 

traffic for businesses near the Trail; c) 19 out of 20 

people felt safe and secure using the heavily used 

Trail; d) nearly a billion (US) dollars in economic 

impact and twelve thousand jobs created were created 

since the Trail’s inception.  

While active mobility and commuter cycling is often 

discussed, integrating a high volume of active mobility for goods and people movement into the 

design is not a specific focus, and will not happen without design intent. Given that the Request 

for Proposals process for the Hurontario LRT is in it’s infancy, there is an urgent need for City of 

Brampton staff to work with all relevant partners and the three prospective consortia to ensure 

that the Rapid Transit Greenway approach is considered along the entire right-of-way. When 

built, the proposed Greenway’s high-volume lanes will support practical mobility all year round.  

For all these reasons, I present the motion below for consideration:  

The Brampton Cycling Advocacy Committee recommend that the City of Brampton, in 

consultation with relevant partners, conduct a triple bottom line cost benefit analysis, including 

assessing climate resiliency infrastructure funding opportunities, of building high volume 

separated bike lanes and protected intersections, buffered by integrated living green 

infrastructure, and social nodes where appropriate, along the length on both sides of the 

Hurontario Light Rail project.  
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How bike lanes could get Toronto’s suburbs moving 
 
Alex Bozikovic  
 
Includes Clarification  
Published March 13, 2018  Updated March 14, 2018 

I’m standing at the corner of Jane and Finch, between the parking lot and Finch’s 
roaring four-lane expanse of asphalt. But in the distance I see a figure cruising along the 
sidewalk: a young woman on a bike. A minute later, a middle-aged man rolls past in the 
other direction, slowly and steadily.  

“People are riding here, if you look for them,” said Darnel Harris, as a tanker truck 
growled past. “And there’s ample space to put some infrastructure that will 
accommodate them.” 

Mr. Harris, who received a degree in planning from York University in 2015, would like 
to see more cyclists here on this car-centric corridor, getting people around and also 
carrying goods in so-called “cargo trikes.” He has proposed a route for these vehicles as 
part of the Finch West LRT being planned by Metrolinx. 

And it deserves a serious look. Mr. Harris’s proposal is politically counterintuitive: In 
Toronto, cycling is seen as a largely downtown activity. Yet that framing excludes the 
hundreds of thousands of people in suburban Toronto who don’t have cars or even 
licences. And it ignores the reality that biking could be an ideal way to get around 
postwar neighbourhoods like those along Finch, if you make it safe and convenient. 

 

 
Darnel Harris’s Mobility Greenway proposal offers a different take on the Finch West 
LRT corridor. 

This is where Mr. Harris’s proposal, which he calls the Mobility Greenway, comes in. His 
scheme would alter the design for the new LRT line that’s being planned along Finch 
West, adding a three-metre-wide lane that would encourage the use of active 
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transportation to get people around nearby neighbourhoods, including York University, 
and even carry cargo. 

If that sounds far-fetched, it shouldn’t. “This is not a discussion of bikes against cars,” 
Mr. Harris said. “It’s a question of what the appropriate type of vehicle is for a particular 
trip.” 

Specifically, the proposal would allow the use of bikes, motorized scooters and 
motorized wheelchairs, and cargo trikes. Cargo trikes are three-wheeled bicycles with 
cargo compartments. They’re already in use in central Toronto by a distribution 
company called The Drop, and are being tested by UPS in Toronto; the UPS test 
vehicles can carry a payload of 400 kilograms, which includes the driver.  

The current design for the Finch LRT corridor includes bike lanes, which are, Mr. Harris 
explains, inadequate. Cargo trikes and electric-assist velomobiles, like the Veemo are 
about 1.6 metres wide and would fill almost the entire lane. Mr. Harris’s proposal would 
fix that, as well as increasing the drainage capacity of the roadway by increasing its 
permeable surface, something that could make the project eligible for federal green-
infrastructure funding. 

 

 
Mr. Harris’s proposal would increase the drainage capacity of the roadway by increasing 
its permeable surface. 

The city’s planning department recently passed a mass rezoning of tower 
neighbourhoods, including several that lie along Finch, designed to encourage retail and 
community uses in what are now all-residential areas. The ultimate goals of that policy 
include local entrepreneurship. In this respect, Mr. Harris’s plan dovetails nicely. What if 
a baker in one of the apartment towers north of Jane and Finch could send out lunches 
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to customers at York University or a building a kilometre down the road – via a locally 
run bike-delivery service? 

“It solves the goods- and people-movement challenges that lie at the heart of suburban 
vertical housing,” Mr. Harris said. “With a cargo trike, you can move from Jane and 
Finch to Kipling and Finch in 20 minutes or less, with half a ton of goods – no car 
needed. That trip would take a person driving 25 to 28 minutes during rush hour.” 

“It will lower the costs of business in the northwest part of the city, and it will reduce 
traffic by keeping some people out of cars and off the road.” 

His idea has the support of the local Duke Heights Business Improvement Area (BIA). 
“The biggest problem we have in this BIA is gridlock,” says executive director Matias de 
Dovitiis, “so for us, anything that can get people out of their single-occupancy vehicles is 
good. Bike lanes are one component.” 

Will people in the area actually bike? The Finch West corridor “goes through some of 
the poorest neighbourhoods in the city of Toronto,” Mr. de Dovitiis said by way of an 
answer. “Add to that the fact that we have some of the most expensive transit tickets on 
the continent; add to that that some of these postal codes have the most expensive car 
insurance in Canada. It’s a question of affordability. If you build this infrastructure, 
people will use it.  

 

 
Mr. Harris would like to see more cyclists here on car-centric Finch West LRT corridor 

Metrolinx “gave [Mr. Harris’s] ideas full consideration,” said spokesperson Anne Marie 
Aikins. “Many of his ideas weren’t feasible given other competing interests such as 
storm management and emergency services. However, the Finch project will have a 
number of similar design concepts,” she said, including 11 kilometres of multi-use path. 
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Yet Mr. Harris has not given up on changes being made to the design before the LRT 
begins construction; a dogged lobbyist for his vision, he has rounded up supportive 
statements from various politicians and local organizations, including local Liberal MP 
Judy Sgro and city councillors Maria Augimeri and Anthony Perruzza. Councillor Giorgio 
Mammolitti, on the other hand, has fumed publicly that Mr. Harris’s proposal would “take 
us back to a Third World country.” 

That’s nonsense: Ask civic leaders in Denmark or the Netherlands whether bike 
infrastructure is compatible with an advanced economy. (It is.)  

But Mr. Harris’s proposal, even if not implemented here, should inform how 

transportation and land-use planners look at the car-oriented suburbs in the region. Too 

often, “sprawl repair” is framed as a comprehensive task of remaking the entire 

landscape. “Assuming we don’t have trillions of dollars and decades to work with,” Mr. 

Harris says, “How do we work toward a better urban future? That begins with how you 

get places. You can’t necessarily walk everywhere, but you can get around on a 

wheeled vehicle. It doesn’t just have to be a car.” 
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What to do with all that dog poop? Ontario cities come up with 

creative solutions 

Noella Ovid 

Published March 12, 2018  Updated March 12, 2018 

 

Kelly Legault and her dog Ozzie use a dog waste container that converts into renewable 

energy at the Bechtel Dog Park in Waterloo on March 9, 2018. 

Hannah Yoon/The Globe and Mail 

Some cities in Ontario are turning poop into power by building new receptacles 

dedicated to dog excrement and sending the waste to organic waste plants to be 

converted into energy and fertilizer.  

It is the latest attempt by municipalities to tackle the urban dog-waste epidemic that is 

taking place as dog ownership increases. 

The dog population in Canada has steadily risen over the past decade, going up to 7.6 

million in 2016 from 6.4 million in 2014, with approximately 41 per cent of households 

including at least one dog. 
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This has created a problem for cities across the country as the canine waste that gets 

picked up in parks is being thrown into the wrong garbage bins – and even when it is 

put into the correct bins, it still ends up in a landfill. 

The new poop-power system has been in place in Waterloo, Ont., for the past year, 

where dog waste makes up 80 per cent of the waste in garbage cans in city parks and 

along trails. 

Last April, Waterloo became the first city in Ontario to implement dog-waste containers 

in three parks. After four months of testing in the summer of 2017, the three containers 

were found to have diverted 2,350 kilograms of dog waste from landfill. Instead, the 

waste ends up in an organic waste plant where it is converted into electricity. 

In “just those three sites, we’ve actually redirected tonnes of dog waste from landfill 

sites, we’ve diverted half a tonne of CO2 from the atmosphere and we’ve generated 

enough electricity to power 100 homes for a month,” Waterloo Mayor Dave Jaworsky 

said. 

Mr. Jaworsky said that if the project is successful, the city hopes to eventually move 

back to putting blue bins in parks. Currently, Waterloo parks do not carry recycling bins, 

to prevent dog waste from getting mixed into them, as it is in garbage bins. 

“It’s 250 tonnes of waste, of which more than half is dog waste just in Waterloo, Ont.; 

imagine how much it is across Canada. It’s almost like we’ve discovered brown gold,” 

Mr. Jaworsky said. 

In Mississauga, the viability of recyclables has already been compromised as people 

continue throwing dog poop into park recycling bins. 

“Even 30 seconds after telling them that dog waste is not recyclable, it has to go into the 

garbage, they put it into the recycling container anyway,” said Christopher Pyke, project 

lead and supervisor of waste management for the city. 

The city also receives a lot of complaints regarding the amount of dog waste on 

boulevards and in parks, Mr. Pyke said. 

“As the population grows and urbanization increases, you’re finding that more people in 

apartments and condos in urbanized parts of the city have dogs and are looking for 

places to walk them,” Mr. Pyke said. “In those small parks now, you’ve got a lot more 

people in a confined area that have to have a place for their dog, and a dog does what a 

dog does.” 

Waste audits completed in 2015 and 2016 found that 100 per cent of mixed-recycling 

bins in the inspected city parks were contaminated with non-recyclables and 
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approximately 55 per cent of the total recycled material weight was contaminated with 

dog waste. 

Even 1 per cent of dog feces mixed into recycling bins forces the entire container to be 

classified as contaminated and end up in a landfill, Mr. Pyke said. 

Starting in late April, the city of Mississauga will be installing 15 in-ground waste 

containers in eight city parks, including Jack Darling Memorial Park, Lakeside Park and 

Lake Aquitaine Park. The cost of installation is $90,000. 

The concrete containers, created by a North American in-ground waste-containment 
company called Sutera Inc., will be placed underground so they remain cool and out of 
direct sunlight in order to reduce odour. The containers will be able to hold dog waste 
for up to six weeks. 

Once the containers are full, the waste will be emptied by vacuum truck and taken to an 
organic waste plant to be converted into energy and fertilizer. 

The city will be assessing the amount of dog waste taken away from landfills, the 
amount of dog waste collected, the amount of uncontaminated recyclables and pet-
owner engagement. 

The city’s targets include collecting 60 metric tonnes of dog waste annually and 
approximately 60 per cent of uncontaminated mixed-recyclable material. 

Bill Higgins, director of business development at Sutera, who came up with the idea for 
the project with Mr. Pyke, said he’s since had about 50 municipalities contact him for the 
containers, which cost less than $3,000 each. 

All of the municipalities he’s spoken with have said that 40 per cent to 80 per cent of 
what they collect in their parks is dog waste, he added. 

The city of Cambridge, Ont., is the latest to install two of Sutera’s containers, while a 
number of other cities are currently working through the process. The containers 
installed so far have been in Ontario, but Sutera has received interest from California, 
Seattle and South Carolina, Mr. Higgins said. 

In the summer, the dog-waste containers will also be installed in some private 
properties and high-rise condominiums across North America. 
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From: Ian McGillivray   
Sent: 2018/03/26 7:14 PM 
To: Pacheco, Sonya <Sonya.Pacheco@brampton.ca> 
Subject: Re: Environment Advisory Committee - Member Attendance 
 
 
Hello members of the Brampton Environmental Advisory, 
 
I have moved from Brampton and can therefor no longer serve on the board. This is the 
reason for my lacking attendance due to proximity. I apologize and wish you all the best 
with making Brampton a greener place. See you all soon at events and so forth.  
 
Good luck, 
 
Ian 
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Alternative Spokes. Different Folks.

Dignified Mobility in our Suburban Nation

Darnel Harris

April 10th 2018 
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Being able to quickly 
get around with both 

kids and goods…
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…on safe pathways, with cleaner air, that make it 
easy to remain mobile (with dignity) all year…
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…while supporting good jobs 
which make pathway 

investments popular year 
round!
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BRAMPTON 2040 
VISION

COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL 
UPDATE 

1
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Engagement is far from 
over

AGENDA

2

A vision is currently 
being drafting by 

Beasley and Associates

A framework for 
delivery and 

implementation of the 
vision

Generating excitement 
and funding from all 
levels of government
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3 3

Continuing the Conversation

Just Scratching the Surface

Civic Engagement 

Empowerment

Listening offers data. Hearing offers empathy 
and intelligence. Activity, action, and 

engagement steer perspective and encourage a 
sense of community and advocacy.

“

“
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It’s important to have an understanding 
of who you are, where you’re going, 
what you want to achieve, and why 

you want to get there.

4

Mr. Beasley | Final Stretch |  May 7th | 7 
Vision Statements | 5 Lenses | 25+ Catalytic 

Actions 

“

“
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5

No because, YES IF…

Evidenced based strategic decisions 

Leveraging upper levels of government

Critically examining existing policies & 
procedures

“

“
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6

Use of knowledge for 
purposes of social change

Upper levels of government

Business community 

Internal staff

“

“
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- Jane’s Walk, Open House

- Bright Future for the City

- Council endorsement, Staff support, Strong 
community presence, Implementation

- @brightideasbrampton

- PLEASE JOIN US! 

Next Steps:

7
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Thank you! 
Questions/Comments
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