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Subject:	 Special Occasion Permits for Public Event ' 

Liquor Sales 

Contact:	 Peter Fay, City Clerk, Council and Administrative Services, Corporate 
Services, 905-874-2172 

Overview: 

•	 Recent changes to the Province's liquor license legislation provide that the 
Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) may only issue a Special 
Occasion Permit (SOP) for indoor and outdoor public event liquor sales to a 
registered charity, a non-profit organization or association, or an event of 
municipal significance (as determined by the City) or provincial, national or 
international significance (as determined by the AGCO). 

•	 For public liquor sales events where the applicant is not a charity or non-profit 
organization, an applicant will not be able to obtain a SOP unless the event is 

designated to be of municipal significance by City Council. 
•	 This report provides an overview of the SOP process and recommends a 

process for Council to address requests for municipally significant 
designations. 

Recommendations: 

1.	 That the report from Peter Fay, City Clerk, Council and Administrative Services, 
Corporate Services, dated May 22, 2012, to the Committee of Council Meeting 
on May 30, 2012, re: Special Occasion Permits for Public Event Liquor Sales 
(File W25), be received; and 

2.	 That any request by a Special Occasion Permit applicant for designation of a 
public liquor sales event as municipally significant, be considered by City 
Council, subject to Recommendation 3;and 
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That a by-law be passed to amend Delegation of Authorities By-law 191-2011, as 
amended, to delegate authority to the City Clerk to designate a Special Occasion 
Permit (SOP) for a public liquorsales event as being municipally significant, in 
the absence of a scheduled City Council meeting more than two (2) weeks from 
the date a request is received, subject to the following conditions: 

i)	 where the application is circulated to the Mayor and Ward Councillors for the 
ward(s) in which the event is located and appropriate City staff, and where no 
objection is identified, the Clerk shall issue a municipally significant 
designation letter; or 

ii)	 where the application is circulated to the Mayor and Ward Councillors for the 
ward(s) in which the event is located and appropriate City staff, and where an 
objection is identified, the Clerk shall present the application to the next 
Council meeting for consideration, time permitting, and Council shall decide if 
the event is to receive a municipally significant designation; and 

That the City Clerk be requested to report to Council any exercise of the 
delegated authority described in Recommendation 3, on a quarterly basis. 

Background: 

A permit is required by the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) any 
time liquor is offered for sale or served anywhere other than in a licensed establishment 
or a private place. A private place includes an indoor area usually not open to the 
public and not open to the public during an event. 

The AGCO also may issue a "Special Occasion Permit" (SOP) for an occasional, 
special event held indoors or outdoors, where liquor is served or sold, but not for 
personal profit. For any event that is a reception, including a private event with 
attendance only by invitation and no public entry, an SOP is issued directly by the 
AGCO with no municipal involvement necessary. For outdoor events where public entry 
is permitted and with "public sales" of liquor, notification to the municipality is required at 
least 30 days prior to the scheduled event (most events in Brampton are outdoor festival 
or community events). A SOP applicant for an outdoor public event is required to 
provide a notification letter to the municipal police, fire, health, building (if applicable) 
and clerk offices, including event location, date and time details and a detailed sketch of 
the area to which the SOP will apply for liquor service and/or sales, including necessary 
separation barriers/fencing. SOP notification letters received in the Clerk's Office are 
distributed electronically to the City's Fire and Emergency Services, Community 
Services Department, Works and Transportation Department, Building Division and 
Enforcement and By-law Services Division for their information and review. Depending 
on the event details, additional City approvals may be required for the SOP event e.g., 
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fire inspection, parks/facility permit, temporary structure (tent) permit, temporary road 
closure approval. 

Prior to June 1, 2011, the AGCO specified three categories for an SOP for liquor sales: 
(i) a fundraising event, (ii) a significant event, and/or (iii) a community event. These 
three categories have now been streamlined by the AGCO into a single "Public Event" 
sales category for a SOP. New rules are now in place for public event SOP applications 
that may require City Council to designate an event as being "municipally significant" as 
a prerequisite for the AGCO to consider issuing a SOP for liquor sales at an event. 

In the past, the City has received notification letters for various fundraising and 
community events where public liquor sales were involved. Table 1 shows a breakdown 
of notification letters received for events in 2010 and 2011: 

Table 1 

AGCO SOP Notification Letters Received in 2010 and 2011 
Year Fundraisina Event SOP Community Festival Event 

Notification Letters SOP Notification Letters 
2010 23 2 

2011 21 1 

In April 2012 (Council Resolution C065-2012, Recommendation CW068-2012), Council 
designated the following events as "municipally significant" for the purpose of facilitating 
SOP liquor license applications through the AGCO under the new licensing 
requirements: 

• Rotary Club Rib n" Roll (May 25-27, 2012) 
• Classic Cars and Legendary Stars (July 19-21, 2012) 
• Art of Jazz Festival (August 9-12, 2012) 
• Brampton Wing Fest (August 31 - September 1, 2012) 

There may be other indoor and outdoor events throughout the year where a "municipally 
significant" designation is required for a SOP liquor license application. This report 
recommends a process to allow Council to consider those requests and an alternative 
process when Council is not meeting, but a request has been received for a "municipally 
significanf designation. 

Current Situation: 

Since June 1, 2011, the AGCO revised the rules for public event liquor sales SOP 
applications. Public event SOP permits can only be issued by the AGCO to: 

s a registered charity; 
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s a non-profit organization or association; or 

s any other group, if the event is: 

a. of provincial, national or internationai significance (as determined by the 
AGCO), or 

b. of municipal significance, as designated by the municipal council by 
resolution or a letter by Council's authorized delegate (i.e., municipal clerk). 

While a particular event may satisfy one of the above criteria, including receiving a 
designation from a municipal council, the AGCO ultimately decides if the necessary 
criteria have been met in order for a SOP permit to be issued for public liquorsales. 

As of August 2, 2011, SOP outdoor public event applicants must also provide: 

•	 30 days notice to municipal officials if fewer than 5,000 people are expected to 
attend the event, or 

•	 60 days notice to municipal officials if more than 5,000 people are expected to 
attend the event. 

These revised timelines have been implemented to meet AGCO requirements, and also 
allow sufficient time for SOP applicants to notify local authorities in the event a 
"municipallysignificanf designation is required. 

To comply with the new requirements of the AGCO, staff considered a number of 
options to address the municipally significant designation in the event Council is not 
scheduled to meet (i.e., summer break, winter break, March break or election period), 
including routing all requests to Council whenever possible to full delegation of authority 
from Council to the City Clerk. Based on historical SOP events, very few applications 
would require a municipally significant designation from Council, since most applicants 
in Brampton qualify as a charity or non-profit organization. 

Most outdoor public sales liquor SOP events are held during the spring, summer or fall 
seasons. Applicants should be able to comply with the AGCO notification timelines and 
have their application properly considered at a scheduled Council meeting. However, in 
the rare circumstance where an application for designation of an SOP event as 
municipally significant is received and no scheduled Council meeting is available within 
a two-week period, then it is recommended that Council delegate authority to the City 
Clerk to consult with the Mayor and Ward Councillors (based on where the event is to 
be located) and applicable City departments/divisions prior to issuing any letter 
identifying the event as municipally significant. 
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If no objection is received from the Mayor and Ward Councillors or staff, then the City 
Clerk will issue the "municipally significanf designation letter. If an objection is received 
from the Mayor, affected Councillors or staff, then the City Clerk will not issue the letter 
and the matter will be presented to the next scheduled Council meeting, if time permits. 
Otherwise, no municipally significant designation from the City will be provided, 
meaning the event will not be permitted to sell alcohol, but the event can still take place. 
On a quarterly basis, the Clerk's Office will report to Council on the exercise of the 
delegated authority and the SOP applications received. 

Corporate Implications: 

There are no corporate implications from this report and recommendations. 

Conclusion: 

Changes to AGCO liquor license rules restrict SOP permits for indoor and outdoor 
public event liquorsales to qualified charities and non-profit organizations. For other 
groups, a SOP permit is conditional on City Council designating the event as 
municipally significant. In the rare circumstance where a scheduled Council meeting is 
not available to consider a SOP request, it is recommended that Council delegate its 
authority to the City Clerk as Council's authorized delegate, in consultation with the 
Mayor, Ward Councillors and applicable city staff. 

Peter Fay Peter Simmons 

City Clerk, Council and Administrative Commissioner, Corporate Services 
Services, Corporate Services 

Appendices: nil 

Report authored by: Laurie Robinson, Administrative Assistant, City Clerk's Office, 905
874-2113 

Original Signed By
Original Signed By




