
 

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 21, 2019 

7:00 p.m. – Special Meeting 
Bdrm WT-2C/2D – 2nd Floor – West Tower 

 
 
 

Members: Mayor P. Brown 
Regional Councillor P. Vicente – Wards 1 and 5 
Regional Councillor M. Palleschi – Wards 2 and 6 
Regional Councillor M. Medeiros – Wards 3 and 4 
Regional Councillor P. Fortini – Wards 7 and 8 
Regional Councillor G. Dhillon – Wards 9 and 10 
City Councillor R. Santos – Wards 1 and 5 
City Councillor D. Whillans – Wards 2 and 6 (Acting Mayor – February) 
City Councillor J. Bowman – Wards 3 and 4 
City Councillor C. Williams – Wards 7 and 8 (Acting Mayor – March) 
City Councillor H. Singh – Wards 9 and 10 (Acting Mayor – January) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For inquiries about this agenda, or to make arrangements for accessibility accommodations 

for persons attending (some advance notice may be required), please contact: 
Terri Brenton, Legislative Coordinator, Telephone 905.874.2106, TTY 905.874.2130 

cityclerksoffice@brampton.ca 
 

Note: Meeting information is also available in alternate formats upon request. 
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Note: Please ensure all cell phones, mobile and other electronic devices are turned off 
or placed on non-audible mode during the meeting.  Council Members are 
prohibited from sending text messages, e-mails and other electronic messaging 
during the meeting. 

 
 
1. Approval of Agenda 

 
 

2. Declarations of Interest under the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act 
 
 

3. Delegations/Presentations 
 

3.1. Staff presentation from J. Pittari, Acting Chief Administrative Officer and 
Commissioner of Corporate Services, entitled: “Legalization of Recreational 
Cannabis in Canada – Private Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of 
Brampton”. 
 
Note: To be distributed prior to the meeting 
 
 

3.2. Delegations re: Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – 
Private Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of Brampton: 
1. Jackson Coffey, Brampton resident 
2. Skyler Roberts, Head Moderator, Brampton Subreddit 
3. Jotvinder Sodhi, Brampton resident 
4. Andrea Bucknor, CEO, ReStart Charity 
5. Dr. Ralph Greene, Brampton resident 
6. Brett Bell, Fire and Flower 
 
 

4. Reports 
 

4.1. Report from J. Pittari, Commissioner, Corporate Services, dated October 19, 
2018, re: Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – Private 
Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of Brampton 
 
Note: Referred from the Committee of Council Meeting of December 5, 2018, 

pursuant to Recommendation CW317-2018 (approved by Council on 
December 12, 2018 – Resolution C299-2018). 

 
Recommendation 
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4.2. Memorandum from J. Pittari, Acting Chief Administrative Officer and 
Commissioner of Corporate Services, dated January 17, 2019, re: 
Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – Private Cannabis 
Retail Stores in the City of Brampton – Update 
 
To be received 
 
 

5. Correspondence 
 

5.1. Correspondence re: Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – 
Private Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of Brampton: 
1. Brampton Chinese Baptist Church (petition), received January 14, 2019 
2. Thomas Cardinal Collins, Archbishop of Toronto, dated January 17, 2019 
3. Clarinda Andres, Brampton resident, dated January 18, 2019 
 
To be received 
 
 

5.2. Correspondence from the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario, 
received on January 11, 2019, re: Opting Out of Cannabis Retail Stores 
 
To be received 
 
 

5.3. Correspondence from Mayor Brown to Brampton area Members of 
Parliament (MPs) and Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs), dated 
January 17, 2019, re: Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – 
Private Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of Brampton. 
 
To be received 
 
 

6. Related Business 
 

6.1. Referral from the Committee of Council Meeting of January 16, 2019, re: 
Cannabis Private Retail Stores – Engaging Local MPs and MPPs: 
 

CW044-2019 That the following clauses of a motion introduced at the 
January 16, 2019 Committee of Council Meeting, relating to 
‘Cannabis Private Retail Stores – Engaging Local MPs and 
MPPs’, be referred to the Special Council Meeting of 
January 21, 2019: 

 

2. Regardless of its decision, that the City continue to 
advocate to both the provincial and federal governments 
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for its share of revenue to offset all costs associated to 
the City, Region of Peel and Peel Regional Police due to 
the federal governments decision to legalize cannabis; 

 
3. Regardless of its decision, that the City, along with 

other municipalities, continues to advocate to the 
provincial government for a greater voice in 
determining where licensed stores be located, 
especially in proximity to sensitive land uses.  

 

 
6.2. Information from the Town Hall meeting held on January 10, 2019: 

 

1. Staff presentation entitled “Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in 
Canada – Private Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of Brampton” 

 

2. Presentation by Dr. Kate Bingham, Associate Medical Officer of Health, 
Region of Peel, entitled “Public Health Considerations for Cannabis 
Retail Stores” 

 
To be received 
 

 
7. Public Question Period 

 
15 Minute Limit (regarding any decision made at this meeting) 
 

 
8. By-laws 

 

 
9. Confirming By-law 

 
9.1. 1-2019 To confirm the proceedings of the Special Council Meeting of 

January 21, 2019 
 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
Next Meetings: Wednesday, January 23, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Note: Next meetings to be held in the locations noted below: 

 January 23, 2019 – Bdrm WT-2C/2D, West Tower, due to 
scheduled Council Chamber renovations 

 February 6, 2019 – anticipated for the refreshed Council Chambers 
– 4th Floor, City Hall 
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We request Brampton city council to work closely with Peel 

Police to stop the illegal distribution of cannabis rather than 

promoting it to residents especially to STOP legal/illegal sale 

near school area to save our future generation?

“Two Wrongs Doesn’t Make One Right”

We are requesting on behalf of Brampton residents asking you 

to opt out of having retail cannabis stores in our city.  There are 

many issues concerning the sale and use of cannabis.
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THERE ARE MANY ISSUES CONCERNING 
THE SALE AND USE OF CANNABIS.

• Withe the existing Police resources Brampton is struggling to control the crime, break ins, and 

police response times is high in some cases. How can find additional resources to control 

cannabis related crime?

• Auto insurance rates in Brampton are the highest in Ontario and hospital wait time is in worse 

condition comparative to the rest of Ontario. Approving the cannabis will increase the load on 

hospitals, and police. The cost will be more for Bramtanions.

• Cannabis is known for slowing down the body, slowing down reaction time. When your 

reaction time is slower it makes it even harder to drive a car and avoid obstacles.
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• After legalization of Cannabis in Colorado the consumption of cannabis had increased 74% among 

teenagers

• What are the rules of Cannabis use at public place?

• How city will control Cannabis plants limit/house by not allowing to be grow house?

• Does Police have resources & tools to test and control cannabis related criminal activities?

• Frequent marijuana use can seriously affect short-term memory.

• Frequent use can impair cognitive ability.

• Smoking anything, whether it's tobacco or marijuana, can seriously damage lung tissue.

• Smoked marijuana many contains cancer-causing compounds.

• Marijuana carries a risk of abuse and addiction.

• Marijuana has been implicated in a high percentage of automobile crashes and workplace 

accidents.

• Young children/youth/pets can suffer if it is ingested
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J OT V I N D E R S O D H I

                                             3.2.3-6



                       3.2-4



3.2-5-1



3.2-5-2



3.2-5-3



3.2-5-4



Attention:

Meeting: □ City Council □ Planning & Development Committee

□ Committee of Council

□ Other

Meeting Date Requested: Agenda Item (if applicable):______________

Email/ 

Fax No.

Note: a delegation is limited to not more than five minutes.

□ Yes □ No

□ Computer Notebook □ DVD Player □
□

Note:

I will require the following audio-visual equipment/software for my presentation:

Name of Individual(s):

Position/Title:

Organization/Person              

being Represented:

Telephone No.

Subject Matter to 

be Discussed

Full Address for Contact:

Action 

Requested

I am submitting a formal presentation to accompany my delegation:

Once the above information is received by the City Clerk's Office, you will be contacted by a 

Legislative Coordinator to confirm your placement on the appropriate agenda.

Personal information on this form is collected under authority of the Municipal Act, SO 2001, c.25 and/or the Planning Act, 

R.S.O. 1990, c.P.13 and will be used in the preparation of the applicable Council/Committee agenda and will be attached to that 

agenda. Questions about the collection of personal information should be directed to the Deputy City Clerk, Office of the CAO, 

2 Wellington Street West, Brampton, Ontario, L6Y 4R2, tel. 905-874-2115.

PowerPoint

Delegates are requested to provide to the City Clerk's Office well in advance of the meeting 

date: (i) 25 copies of all background material and/or presentations for publication with the 

meeting agenda and/or distribution at the meeting, and (ii) for PowerPoint and other visual 

presentations, an electronic copy of the presentation (e.g., DVD, CD, .ppt file) to ensure 

compatibility with corporate equipment.

Other - please specify_______________________________

Attach additional page if required.

Request for Delegation 
 City Clerk's Office, City of Brampton, 2 Wellington Street West, Brampton ON L6Y 4R2 
 Email: cityclerksoffice@brampton.ca   Telephone: (905) 874-2100 Fax: (905) 874-2119  

X

January 21, 2019 Retail Cannabis

Brett Bell

Fire and Flower

Opting in to retail cannabis

Speaking on behalf of Fire and Flower at City Council in Brampton

X

X
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 Report 

Committee of Council 
The Corporation of the City of Brampton  

2018-12-05 
 

 

Date: 2018-10-19 

 
Subject: Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – Private 

Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of Brampton 

 
Contact: Joseph Pittari, Commissioner, Corporate Services 

 
 
Recommendations: 

 
1. That the report from Joseph Pittari, Commissioner, Corporate Services dated 

October 19, 2018, to the Committee of Council meeting of December 5, 2018, re: 
Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – Private Cannabis Retail 
Stores in the City of Brampton, be received;  

 
2. That the Province of Ontario be notified that the City of Brampton elects to “opt in” 

for the purpose of allowing the sale of recreational cannabis by private retail 
stores authorized and regulated by the Province and to ensure Brampton 
receives its fair share of funding to offset costs;  

 
3. That staff participates, if and as required, in any of the Alcohol and Gaming 

Commission of Ontario’s (AGCO) 15-day public notification period for the public, 
communities and municipal governments to provide input on proposed locations 
before granting a licence, affecting the City of Brampton;  

 
4. That staff provides periodic status updates to Council regarding applications to 

establish a private cannabis retail store in Brampton;  
 

5. That the City of Brampton reaffirms its commitment to: 

a. Advocate to the Province of Ontario to ensure its portion of the sales tax 
revenue from the sale of cannabis to offset any costs incurred by the 

municipality;  
b. Engage with the AGCO to highlight key sensitive areas and appropriate 

buffers, when considering site location applications including future 

decisions as it relates to edibles; and 
c. Work with the Region of Peel, City of Mississauga, Town of Caledon, Peel 

Regional Police, and Ontario Provincial Police, to coordinate efforts, in 
particular as it relates to enforcement, public health and safety and 
education;  
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6. That staff report back on a proposed approach to addressing the issue of places 
of use for recreational cannabis; and 
 

7. That a copy of this report and Council resolution be sent to the Minister of 
Finance, the Attorney General of Ontario, the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of 

Ontario, the Region of Peel and Peel Regional Police. 
 
 

Overview: 

 

 As of October 17, 2018, it is legal in Canada for those over the age of 18 

(age 19 in Ontario) to possess (up to 30 grams) and to use recreational 
cannabis.  

 

 Currently, in Ontario, it is only legal to purchase cannabis online through 
the Ontario Cannabis Store (OCS).  Cannabis will be available for purchase 

at private retail stores licensed by the Province as of April 2019. 
 

 In Brampton, cannabis can be consumed wherever tobacco is allowed to be 
smoked subject to the requirements of the Smoke Free Ontario Act and 
Region of Peel Smoking By-law.  

 

 The City of Brampton has until January 22, 2019 to determine whether 

legally licensed cannabis retailers can to operate within its municipal 
boundaries.  

 

 The Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) will be 
responsible for licensing private retail stores. Municipalities will only have 

the opportunity to comment on a proposed location through the AGCO’s 
15-day public notification period.  

 

 Through provincial regulations, legal retail stores will need to observe a 
minimum distance of 150 metres from schools.  

 

 To support Council in making an informed decision and to gauge the 

community’s support for retail stores, City staff conducted community 
engagement in November 2018.  

 

 Informed by statistical analysis, staff recommends that Council support 
private cannabis retail stores in Brampton. Further, by “opting in”, the City 

will receive a larger amount of funding from the provincial government to 
assist in offsetting costs. 

 

 Staff recommends that a discussion regarding cannabis places of use take 
place through a separate report. 
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Background: 

 

Municipalities in Ontario have until January 22, 2019 to determine whether licensed 
cannabis retailers should be allowed in their communities.  

 
The purpose of this report is to provide relevant information to inform Council’s decision.  
 

Overview 
 

The process to legalize recreational cannabis is complex and affects all levels of 
government.  
 

Federal Government 
 

The federal government amended the Criminal Code to enable Canadians to buy, sell 
and consume cannabis and cannabis products. Canadians are also allowed to grow up 
to four cannabis plants per household (not per person). Health Canada will continue to 

administer the licensing regime for recreational cannabis growers. These licensed 
producers are the only legal source for recreational cannabis in Canada. 

 
The selling of Cannabis edibles will continue to be illegal, for at least another year, when 
the government is expected to release legislation on how these products will be 

regulated. Consumers do have the ability to make these products at home. 
 

There has been no change to the regulation of medical cannabis in Canada. 
 
Provincial Government 

 
Provinces are responsible for establishing wholesale and distribution systems along with 

setting the rules where individuals can consume cannabis.  
 
In July 2018, the provincial government signaled they would allow legal private retailers 

to sell recreational cannabis in Ontario. This was followed with the passage of Bill 36, 
Cannabis Statute Law Amendment Act, 2018 (Bill 36), on October 17, 2018. Bill 36 

focuses on keeping cannabis out of the hands of children and youth, keeping roads 
safe, reducing the workload impacts on the court and correction systems and combating 
the illegal market.  

 
Currently, the only legal way to purchase recreational cannabis, in Ontario, is online 

through the Ontario Cannabis Store (OCS). The government is moving forward with a 
tightly regulated private retail model for cannabis that will be launched by April 1, 2019.   
 

Provincial funding allocation will be prioritized to municipalities who allow legal retailers. 
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Municipal Government 
 
Legalization of recreational cannabis has the potential to impact a variety of services 

such as policing, public health, by-law enforcement, fire and emergency services, and 
311 (Service Brampton). It is reasonable to expect specific costs implications to be 

realized over a period of time. 
 
Bill 36 restricts municipalities’ ability to influence where retail stores can be located, 

other than through written submissions to the AGCO during the 15-day public 
notification period.  

 
In Ontario, cannabis can be used wherever tobacco smoking is permitted in accordance 
with the Smoke Free Ontario Act.  Some GTA municipalities have enacted by-laws that 

are stricter than the Provincial restrictions by prohibiting use of cannabis in parks and 
other public spaces.   

 
Throughout the process, the City of Brampton (the City) has been actively engaged to 
understand how recreational cannabis affects both service delivery and the community, 

more broadly.  
 

As it relates to City employees, the use of cannabis is treated no differently than alcohol 
or other substances, and therefore is not permitted in the workplace. 
 
Current Situation: 

 

Today, anyone 19 years or older in Ontario may legally purchase and use cannabis for 
recreational purposes. As noted above, recreational cannabis can currently only be 
legally purchased online through the OCS.  

 
In preparing this report, staff assessed the impact of legalization of cannabis in the City 

of Brampton. As of November 16, 2018, one month after legalization of recreational 
cannabis, 311 (Service Brampton) has received 19 cannabis-related calls for information 
on retail stores, places of use and consumption.  There were no service requests for 

violations.  
 
1. Important Changes to Recreational Cannabis in Ontario 

 

Recent changes to how the Province of Ontario is addressing recreational cannabis 

include: 
 

 allowing legal private retail stores in municipalities choosing to allow them; 

 establishing the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) as 
agency responsible for issuing and enforcing retail store licences; and  

 aligning cannabis consumption rules with tobacco places of use under the 
Smoke Free Ontario Act. 
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The following sections have been deemed important for Council’s consideration in 
determining whether the City should allow legal private cannabis retail stores in 

Brampton. 
 

Private Retailers  
 
By April 1, 2019 retailers will be allowed to sell recreational cannabis to anyone over 

the age of 19. Retailers will be licensed and regulated by the AGCO. The AGCO will 
be responsible for: 

 

 licensing cannabis retail store operators (based on criminal and financial 
checks); 

 determining and granting retail store authorization, once a specific site has 
been proposed; and 

 licensing cannabis store managers. 
 

The AGCO plans to begin accepting online applications for cannabis-related licences 
on Monday, December 17, 2018. All applications will be posted online. 
 

Stores will be located within areas that are zoned to permit retail establishments. 
Through provincial regulations, legal retail stores will need to observe a minimum 

distance of 150 metres from schools. Retailers will not be permitted to allow anyone 
under the age of 19 to enter their stores.  As shown in Appendix I, there are a 
number of possible suitable retail locations within the City that are 150 metres away 

from schools. 
 

There is no cap on the number of retail stores in communities choosing to allow 
them.  Nonetheless, a market concentration limit of 75 stores per cannabis operator 
has been set to prevent a high degree of market consolidation to provide 

opportunities for small businesses and promote investment in the cannabis retail 
sector. 

 
There will be a mandatory 15-day public notification period of a proposed store 
location to receive public input and hear concerns from local community. As defined 

through provincial regulation, the only areas of public interest the AGCO can 
consider, are related to public health and safety, protecting youth and restricting 

their access to cannabis, and preventing illegal activities in relation to 
cannabis. 

 

The City and Region of Peel (the Region) will be able to provide comments through 
this process. Using the principle of community safety, in addition to schools, the City 

can identify sensitive land uses adjacent to the proposed site location and advocate 
for a minimum distance of 150 metres from the following:  
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 Childcare/ Day Nurseries 

 Sites reserved for future schools  

 Community Centres 

 Parks/Open Spaces 

 Higher Crime Areas 

 Shelters 

 Group Homes 

 Libraries 

 Addiction and Counselling Facilities 

 
Municipal Opt Out Period 

 
Municipalities have a one-time opportunity to opt out of cannabis retail stores in their 
communities. To opt out, municipal councils must pass a resolution by January 22, 
2019 indicating their decision. These municipalities do have an opportunity to opt 
in at a later date, should they choose.   

 
It is important to note that after allowing cannabis retailers, municipalities may 
not opt out. 

 
The AGCO will keep a list of all communities choosing to opt out and any 

applications for a retail store will be cancelled.  
 
Whether or not the City chooses to allow brick and mortar stores in Brampton, 

residents over the age of 19 will still be allowed to purchase cannabis online. 
Cannabis is allowed to be used in the same places as tobacco, unless as noted 

below, Council chooses to restrict places of uses. 
 
Allocation of Provincial Funding to Municipalities  

 
The provincial government has committed $40 million over two years to help 

municipalities manage costs associated with legalization of recreational cannabis.  
 
In a letter dated November 20, 2018 to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

(Appendix II), the Finance Minister clarified how the province will fulfill their funding 
commitment.  

 
In early January 2019, the first payment of $15 million will be made to all 
municipalities on a per household basis. Each community will receive at least 

$5,000, regardless of their decision to opt in or opt out.  
 

The second payment of $15 million will be distributed following the deadline for 
municipalities to opt out, which is January 22, 2019. Municipalities that have not 
opted out will receive funding on a per household basis, adjusted so that at least 

$5,000 is provided to each community.   
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Municipalities that have opted out will receive only a second payment of $5,000.  
 

The remaining $10 million will be set aside as contingency to deal with any 
“unforeseen circumstances” that municipalities might encounter in relation to 

legalization of recreational cannabis. 
 
Municipalities will also be eligible to a share of 50 per cent of surplus funding if the 

province’s share of the federal excise tax on cannabis exceeds $100 million in the 
first two years.  

 
This funding would support managing costs incurred to the City in the following 
areas: 

 

 Corporate security 

 By-law enforcement (nuisance and consumption) 

 Fire and Emergency Services 

 311 (Service Brampton) 

 Building inspections (private dwellings) 

 
The City would receive a per household allocation from the first $15 million, and an 
additional $5,000 from the second $15 million, should it choose to opt out. 

 
Places of Use 

 
Smoking recreational cannabis is legal where tobacco consumption is permitted 
under the Smoke Free Ontario Act. It is illegal to smoke cannabis in: 

 Enclosed workplaces 

 Restaurants 

 Bars and patios 

 Schools 

 Near playgrounds and publicly owned sports facilities 
 

Places of use in Brampton are guided by the Smoke Free Ontario Act. Some GTA 
municipalities have prohibited public use through by-law.  A Provincial Bill proposes 
to add cannabis to section 115 of the Municipal Act, which, if passed, would 

specifically authorize municipalities to regulate the smoking of cannabis. As noted in 
the next section, there are costs associated with stricter rules that ought to be taken 

into consideration. 
 
Smoking and/or vaping tobacco is currently not permitted on Brampton Transit 

buses, at terminals and inside bus shelters. Consistent with these restrictions, as of 
October 17, 2018, smoking of cannabis (lit or vapourized) is also not allowed. 
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The Region is also expected to bring forward a policy recommendation to Regional 
Council to amend the Peel Outdoor Smoking By-law to include additional settings 
and products, including cannabis and vapour products. The Region is on target to 

bring forward their recommendations in spring 2019. 
 

Staff has conducted an environmental scan to see which municipalities have enacted 
stricter municipal by-laws to further restrict use of recreational cannabis in public 
spaces.  Three municipalities in close proximity of Brampton, namely City of 

Mississauga, City of Markham and Town of Richmond Hill, have either issued a new 
by-law or amended an existing by-law to incorporate the use of cannabis in public 

areas.  Details on the places of use restriction are provided in Appendix III – 
Environmental Scan of Municipal Cannabis By-laws.  
 

Enforcement 
 

Enforcement is one of the most important yet complex areas to address as it relates 
to the legalization of recreational cannabis. The following is an overview of how 
cannabis will be enforced in the city: 

 

 The AGCO will enforce licensing, renewals and adherence to any retail 

conditions. 

 Peel Regional Police is responsible for enforcing the federal and provincial 

cannabis legislation.  

 Peel Public Health will enforce the Smoke Free Ontario Act and deal with 
places of use for both tobacco and cannabis.  

 City of Brampton Corporate Security and Enforcement and By-law Services 
will involve in enforcement on City-owned properties, e.g. parks; and apply 

various by-laws in response to disturbance complaints. 
 
As noted above, municipal governments may choose to pass and enforce stricter 

smoking by-laws. Passing and enforcing stricter local smoking by-laws may further 
increase by-law enforcement and public education budgets.  

 
At this time, City staff is recommending deferring a decision on restricting further 
places of use until analysis and discussions with the Region of Peel and Council 

takes place.  
 

2. Recent Advocacy and Communication initiatives 

 
Leading up to and after legalization, the City has taken a proactive approach to 

ensuring it is prepared. The City established a cross-departmental team to review the 
impact of cannabis legalization, holistically. The team will continue to meet in efforts 

to assess and inform Council on key issues.   
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Advocacy and communications has also been ongoing at the City. The following is a 
list of the most recent actions: 
 

 Establishing a Cannabis specific website providing the public with the most 
up-to-date information, including Frequently Asked Questions: 

http://www.brampton.ca/EN/City-Hall/Relations/Pages/Emerging-Topics.aspx 
 

 Providing a submission to the provincial Standing Committee on Social Policy 

on Bill 36, to raise Council’s endorsed positions on both siting requirements 
for legal private retails, and a long-term funding model to municipalities. 

Submission is attached as Appendix IV. 
 

 Continually sharing information and updates with the Ministry of Finance, 
Attorney General’s Office and the AGCO. 
 

 The City, on October 16, 2018, in collaboration with Brampton Fire and 
Emergency Services, Peel Regional Police, and Enforcement and By-Law 

held a media event to promote responsible use and community safety and 
address operational inquiries in relation to legalization of recreational 
cannabis.  

 

 Recently concluded a scientifically valid telephone survey seeking the City’s 

residents for their opinion on whether or not cannabis retail stores should be 
allowed to operate in Brampton. Analysis is provided in the next section. To 

ensure all residents had an opportunity to provide feedback, a non-scientific 
and non-representative online poll was made available.  

 

Should Council choose to allow retail stores, staff will establish an internal process 
to: 

 

 Identify any proposed retail store through the AGCO; 

 Inform stakeholders on proposed locations;  

 Provide input to the AGCO on any concerns on proposed site locations; and 

 Provide status updates to Council. 

 
This will be an ongoing process to ensure both Council and residents are aware of 

potential sites, if the City chooses to allow private retailers. 
 
3. Findings from the Recent Public Engagement: 

 
In an effort to support Council make an informed decision, the City engaged the 

public by conducting both a telephone survey and an online poll. The purpose was to 
seek Brampton residents’ opinion on whether or not legal cannabis retail stores 
should be allowed in the community.  
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Attitudes Towards Cannabis Retail Stores in Brampton  
 
The City commissioned Environics Research to conduct a telephone survey of 

Brampton residents to determine their views towards private cannabis retail stores in 
the city. The survey was conducted between November 1-4, 2018, using a sample of 

landline and cell phone numbers.  A total of 910 interviews were completed.  The 
survey sample was representative of the City’s demographics in age and gender.  
The margin of error of this survey is +/- 3.2%, 19 times out of 20. 

 
Two key questions were asked: 

1. Do you support or oppose the City of Brampton allowing cannabis retail stores 
in the City starting in April 2019? 

2. If you were to use recreational cannabis, how would you prefer to obtain it? 

 
When asked about whether they support or oppose the city allowing cannabis retail 

stores, the result showed a majority of respondents support retail stores (see Chart 
1) with: 

 54% strongly or somewhat support;  

 40% strongly or somewhat oppose; and 

 6% undecided. 
 

54%40%

6%

Chart 1. Support and Opposition for 
Private Retail Store

Strongly or
Somewhat Support

Strongly or
Somewhat Oppose

Undecided

Data Source: 2018 Environics Telphone Survey: Attitude Towards Cannabis 
Retail Stores in Brampton
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When respondents were asked to identify their preferred way of obtaining 
recreational cannabis: 

 62% preferred to make the purchase from a legal private retail store; 

 29% preferred to make the purchase online via the Ontario Cannabis Store; 
and 

 9% would grow their own. 
 

Legal private 
retail stores

62%

Grow my own
9%

OCS website
29%

Chart 2. Preference of Purchasing 
Cannabis

Data Source: 2018 Environics Telphone Survey: Attitude Towards Cannabis 

Retail Stores in Brampton

 
 
The Environics survey results demonstrate there is considerable support and 
demand within the community to allow private retail stores in Brampton.  

 
Corporate Implications: 

 
Financial Implications: 

At this time, there are no specific financial implications resulting from this report. 

Increased costs to enforcement and security could be seen if stricter rules regarding 
places of use across the City are enacted. City of Brampton stands to forfeit the 

additional provincial funding to help offset costs, should Council choose to opt out of 
allowing private cannabis retail stores.  Funding opportunities for municipalities who 
choose to opt in after the initial opt out (by January 22, 2019) remains uncertain and 

unlikely available given the fiscal pressures facing the provincial government. This could 
financially affect the 2019, and future budgets as it relates to various City services 

impacted by legalization of Cannabis.  
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Strategic Plan: 
 

This report achieves the Strategic Plan priority of Good Government by providing 
information about the potential impact and City’s engagement of the process of 

legalizing in Canada. 
 
Conclusion: 

 
The City of Brampton has until January 22, 2019 to decide whether or not to allow 

legally licensed cannabis retail stores in the community. The City continues to 
proactively be engaged at all levels in an effort to prepare Council to make this decision. 
As part of the process the residents had the opportunity to participate by indicating their 

preference for private retail store operation in Brampton as well as their preferred means 
of purchasing recreational cannabis.  As such, staff is recommending that Council 

support the City allowing private cannabis retail stores to operate in Brampton. 
 
 

 
 

Approved by:       Approved by: 
 
 

 
 

   

Harry Schlange 
Chief Administration 
Officer 

 Joseph Pittari, 
Commissioner, Corporate 
Services 

 
 

Attachments: 

 
Appendix I - City of Brampton - Cannabis Retail Siting Options 150m Buffer Around  

 Schools  
 

Appendix II - Letter from the Minister of Finance to the Association of Municipalities of 
 Ontario re: Municipal Funding Information 
 

Appendix III - Environmental Scan of Municipal Cannabis By-law 
 

Appendix IV - City of Brampton - Submission to the Standing Committee - Bill 36  
 FINAL 
 

Report authored by: Lowell Rubin-Vaughan and Esther Yan 
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Cannabis Retail Siting Options (150m Buffer around Schools)
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V A U G H A NV A U G H A N
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  H I L L S  H I L L S

DRAFT
*all sites require further study in order to determine if they would be suitable.

Potential Sites for Consideration
150m Buffer around Schools Schools
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Appendix III – Environmental Scan of Municipal Cannabis By-laws 
 
The following table describes the place of use restriction, in addition to the places set 
out in the Smoke-Free Ontario Act. 
 
Table 1. Environmental Scan of Municipal Cannabis By-laws 
City of Mississauga 

By-law Type  Prohibited Places of Use 

Smoking By-law 

94-14 

 

Amendment 

• Added 

“smoke/consume 

cannabis” in the 

Prohibition section 

Public Spaces, includes: 

• All outdoor areas in a park of property 

including those parts covered by water 

or which are located within the abutting 

road allowances 

• Internal trails, paths, walkways, 

parking lots and lanes for vehicular or 

pedestrian use, specially including 

both public and restricted access 

portions of such property 

• 300 City Centre Drive 

• 301 Burnhamthorpe Road West 

• Mississauga Celebration Square 

• Scholars’ Green – (275 Prince of 

Wales Drive); and 

• Scholars’ Green Phase II – (300 

Rathburn Road West) 

Parks By-law 

186-05 

Amendment  

• Added 

“smoke/consume 

cannabis” in 

General Prohibition 

section 

Parks 

• As defined as the land, including any 

body of water, buildings or structures 

located therein, that is owned by or 

made available to the City by lease, 

agreement, or otherwise, and that is 

established, dedicated, set apart or 

made available for use as public open 

space; but does not include a marina, 

golf course, or cemetery 
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City of Markham 

By-Law Type  Prohibited Places of Use 

By-law  

2018-135 

(“Cannabis By-

Law) 

New By-law  

• No person shall 

smoke or vaporize 

Cannabis, or hold 

or otherwise use 

lighted Cannabis in 

any Public Place 

• the Anthony Roman Centre 

• parks, trails and natural areas in the 

City; 

• public and private parking lots; 

• facilities owned by the City of 

Markham, including arenas, 

community centres, libraries, parks 

and pools; 

• roads, sidewalks and municipal 

boulevards; 

• all schools, daycare facilities, and 

other child care facilities; and  

• all retail, commercial and business 

establishments, including but not 

limited to shopping malls. 

Town of Richmond Hill 

By-Law Type  Prohibited Places of Use 

By-law 112-18 

(“Cannabis By-

law”) 

New By-law  

• No person shall 

smoke or vaporize 

Cannabis, or hold 

or otherwise use 

lighted Cannabis in 

any Public Place 

• Main Municipal Offices; 

• parks, trails and natural areas in the 

Town; 

• public and private parking lots; 

• facilities owned by the Town of 

Richmond Hill, including arenas, 

community centres, libraries, parks 

and pools; 

• roads, sidewalks and municipal 

boulevards; 

• all schools, daycare facilities, and 

other child care facilities; and 

• all retail, commercial and business 

establishments, including but not 

limited to shopping malls. 
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October 12, 2018 
 
 
 
 
Members of the Standing Committee on Social Policy 

 

Thank you for the opportunity for the City of Brampton (City) to provide a written 

submission to the Standing Committee on Social Policy during the Committee’s 

consideration of Bill 36, Cannabis Statute Law Amendment, 2018. 

 

Legalization of recreational cannabis in Canada will have significant implications for 

Ontario municipal governments, in particular to potential siting locations, public health 

and costs to policing and municipal enforcement. 

 

With the introduction of Bill 36, the City’s new Council will decide whether to allow 

cannabis retailers in Brampton. Although that decision has yet to made, the City 

continues to take a proactive approach to prepare for legalization of recreational 

cannabis.  

 

We want to take this opportunity to provide the Committee with some comments 

previously shared with the Minister of Finance and Attorney General during the 

Association of Municipalities of Ontario Annual Conference, in August 2018.  

 

This submission focuses primarily on Schedule 2 of the legislation, specifically: 

 

1. Siting  

2. Long-Term Funding Model 

 

The City looks forward to working with the Committee and the Provincial Government to 

further strengthen Bill 36 and ensure the children and residents of Brampton remain 

safe. 
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1. Siting  

 

Bill 36 empowers the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) to license 

private cannabis retail stores. These licenses would be based on specific provincial 

siting guidelines to mitigate any locations that could negatively affect sensitive land 

uses.  

 

As noted in Schedule 2, Section 42 (1) & (2), municipalities will not have the authority 

to implement a licensing system, nor to enact a by-law “that has the effect of 

distinguishing between a use of land, a building or a structure” as it relates to the sale of 

cannabis, respectively.  

 

With this in mind, the City is interested in the future provincial regulatory framework 

specifying both the specific sensitive land uses and distance of where retail stores can 

be located. As the province continues to consult with municipalities, Schedule 2, 

Section 4 (12)(a) should be amended to the following: 

 

“If the proposed cannabis retail store would be located less than the 

distance specified by or determined, in consultation with 

municipalities and other stakeholders, in accordance with the 

regulations from …” 

 

Using the principal of community safety, the City proposes site-specific parameters, with 

a minimum of 100m buffer from the following sensitive land uses: 

 

• Childcare/Day Nurseries 

• Schools (and sites reserved for this purpose) 

• Community Centres 

• Parks/Open Spaces 

• Higher Crime Areas 

• Shelters  

• Group Homes 

• Libraries 

• Addiction and Counselling Facilities 

 

The City has developed a GIS mapping solution with these criteria as layers as part of 

preparations as part of discussions with the new Council on the future of cannabis retail 

stores in Brampton. We would be willing to share this information with the AGCO to 

assist with siting as part of the permitting process. 
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Ensuring a comprehensive list to identify where cannabis retail stores can be located 

will be essential given the time for municipalities, who choose to opt-in, to receive 

comments on public interest on the matter. Such due diligence is more imperative if the 

AGCO receives a significant volume of applicants. 

 

In an effort to accommodate a high volume of applicants, the City recommends that 

Schedule 2, Section 4(9) be amended to at least 21 days for municipalities and other 

community stakeholders to provide comments. This would ensure the process is 

transparent and allows the public to participate in the process. 

 

2. Long-Term Funding Model 
 

The City recognizes the two-year, $40M funding commitment made to municipalities to 

assist in the transition to the new recreational cannabis regime. Additional revenue will 

be cost-shared with municipalities in revenue over $100M collected by the province. 

 

Even though municipalities who choose to opt-in to retail stores will receive a higher 

proportion of this funding, as of October 17, 2018, all municipalities in Ontario will see 

additional costs resulting from online sales. 

 

Although the full impact of the legalization of recreational cannabis is still unclear, the 

City in collaboration with the Region of Peel, and Peel Regional Police have identified 

the following potential impacts: 

 

Peel Regional Police 

Policing  

Training 

Complaints on Cultivation 

 

Region of Peel 

Public Health 

Land Ambulance/Paramedic Calls 

Social Housing Rules & Management 

 

City of Brampton 

By-law Enforcement 

Fire Services 

Corporate Security 

Service Brampton (311 service) 

Building Inspection (private dwellings) 

Nuisance and Consumption 
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It is imperative for the province to work with municipal partners to develop a long-term 

financial model to ensure its role is cost neutral and that the necessary resources are 

made available for our community. 

 

Conclusion 

 

It is essential for all levels of governments to work collaboratively to ensure an effective 

and smooth transition to legalization of cannabis in Canada. The City of Brampton looks 

forward to working with members of the Standing Committee, the province and 

community partners to ensure our children and residents are well informed and safe 

during this period. 
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Date: January 17, 2019 

To: Mayor and Members of Council 

From: Joseph Pittari, Acting Chief Administrative Officer and Commissioner, 
Corporate Services 

Re: Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – Private Cannabis 
Retail Stores in the City of Brampton – Update 

At the December 5, 2018 Committee of Council meeting, staff presented a report (Item 

7.2.1) titled “Legalization of Recreational Cannabis in Canada – Private Cannabis Retail 

Stores in the City of Brampton”. This memo is in response to the recommendation 

CW316-2018: 

That City staff, before any future decisions to opt in or out (re: Legalization of 

Recreational Cannabis in Canada – Private Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of 

Brampton), immediately establish an outreach and communication plan (digital, 

online, and other means of communication, to include multiple languages) to be 

launched as soon as practical, but not later than the first week of January, which 

would inform residents of potential cannabis private retail location areas and give 

residents the opportunity to petition, provide feedback and express their 

concerns. 

1. “Have Your Say” Public Consultation and Outreach  

A. Brampton.ca/cannabis: On October 15, 2018 the City launched this website to 

provide current cannabis-related information, including FAQs, maps of potential 

retail locations by ward and relevant resources. The page was made available in 

any language through the Google Translate feature. Later in the month when 

public engagement opportunities became available, they were publicised on the 

website. The site has continually been updated as new information has become 

available. 

From December 12, 2018 to January 15, 2019: 

• 1,031 unique page views to the Brampton.ca/cannabis home page  

• 1,976 unique page views to the Have Your Say page  
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B. Advertising: The City placed ads in local media, including in the Brampton 

Guardian (January 3), www.inbrampton.com and the following ethnic media, to 

publicize the Town Hall meeting and the in-person surveys. Ads placed in ethnic 

media were translated into the respective languages. 

1. South Asian Generation Next (English)

2. Punjab Star (Punjabi)

3. Ajit Weekly (Punjabi)

4. Akhbaar e Pakistan (Urdu)

5. Gujarat Abroad (Gujarati)

6. Hindi Express (Hindi)

The City leveraged its TV network within City-owned facilities to publicize the 

engagement opportunities. Staff presentation from the January 10th Town Hall 

was also featured on these digital displays as a means to inform the public on the 

legalization of cannabis. 

C. Social Media: The City leveraged various social media platforms, including 

Twitter and Facebook, to promote and encourage the participation in various 

engagement activities. 

• A total of 20 posts about Cannabis Town Hall event and the survey 

locations went out across Facebook, Twitter and Instagram in early 

January 2019.  

o Impressions per post ranged from 1,023 - 5,473 per Tweet on 

Twitter.1

o Reach per post ranged from 1,117 - 5,582 on Facebook and 

Instagram.  

D. Dedicated Email (cannabis@brampton.ca): Residents have been providing 

their feedback, opinions and questions to the City via email. As of January 16, 

2019, staff received 293 emails.  Appendix A provides the email content the City 

received.  

1 Note: Reach vs. Impressions (source: Sprout Social) 

• Reach is the total number of people who see your content.  
• Impressions are the number of times your content is displayed, no matter if it was clicked or not. 

Impression means that content was delivered to someone’s feed. A viewer doesn’t have to 
engage with the post in order for it to count as an impression. Twitter measures by impressions 
while Facebook and Instagram measure by reach. 
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E. Service Brampton (311): Between October 1, 2018 to January 14, 2019, 311 

received 107 cannabis-related calls inquiring more information.  A breakdown of 

calls by category is provided below: 

Call Type # 

Retail stores 72

Cannabis zoning of properties 7 

City Council decision on retail stores 7 

Cannabis Town Hall Meeting 4 

Legalization of cannabis 4 

Opposing cannabis stores in Brampton 4 

Cannabis use at home 3 

Cannabis survey inquiry at recreation centres 2 

Smoking in parks 2 

Where to purchase cannabis 1 

Online poll 1 

F. City Matters e-Newsletter:  Cannabis retail stores was the feature story in the 

November edition of City Matters e-newsletter. On January 3, 2019, an e-blast 

was issued to the subscribers of the e-newsletter outlining details about the 

upcoming engagement opportunities. Both the November and January editions 

led to almost 50% open rates.  

2. Engagement Activities and Results 

i. Surveys: 

Between October 30, 2018 and January 14, 2019, staff used a variety of 

methods to gauge Brampton residents’ attitudes towards having private cannabis 

retail stores in the city. Summary of all responses and results are show in the 

following table. 

Type Responses Allow Retail Stores Purchasing Method* 

Telephone Survey**^ 

(November 1-4, 2018) 

910 54% Total Support 

40% Total Oppose 

6% Undecided 

62% Legal Private Store 

29% Ontario Cannabis Store 

9% Grow their own 

Online Survey***^ 

(October 30- 

November 9, 2018) 

2,988 46% Total Support 

54% Total Oppose 

1% Undecided 

76% Legal Private Store 

18% Ontario Cannabis Store

6% Grow their own 
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Type Responses Allow Retail Stores Purchasing Method*

In-person Surveys*** 

(December 20, 2018 & 

January 8-10, 2019) 

768 38% Total Support 

57% Total Oppose 

6% Undecided 

60% Legal Private Store 

32% Ontario Cannabis Store

85 Grow their own 

Paper Surveys at Town 

Hall*** 

(January 10, 2019) 

34 68% Total Support 

29% Total Oppose 

3% Undecided 

88% Legal Private Store 

4% Ontario Cannabis Store 

8% Grown their own 

Tele Town Hall Poll*** 

(January 14, 2019) 

686 29% Total Support 

64% Total Oppose 

7% Undecided 

63% Legal Private Store 

15% Ontario Cannabis Store

22% Grown their own 

* Calculation is based on the number of responses from those who have selected one of 
the three purchasing method options. 

**Telephone survey was conducted by Environics Research.  The results are 
statistically representative of the Brampton’s population with a margin of error +/- 3.2%, 
19 times out of 20. 

*** The survey results should not be considered as a true random sample of the 
population. 

^ Detailed results are available at brampton.ca/cannabis. 

ii. Town Hall: 

On January 10, 2019 from 7 pm to 10 pm, the City hosted a Town Hall and panel 

discussion that was also streamed live through Facebook. Panelists included: 

• Mayor Patrick Brown, City of Brampton 

• Joseph Pittari, Acting CAO and Commissioner of Corporate Services 

• Dr. Kate Bingham, Associate Medical Officer of Health, Peel Public Health  

• Inspector Brent Magnus and Detective Sergeant Tony Melaragni, Peel 
Regional Police 

150 residents attended the Town Hall in-person while Town Hall Facebook LIVE 

reached an audience of 30,857, and secured 9,704 unique viewers and 614 

comments. 

Appendix B provides a summary of the discussions expressed at the 

Town Hall and Facebook LIVE. For all comments from Facebook LIVE viewers, 

visit https://www.facebook.com/CityBrampton/videos/285728332090592/

iii. Tele-Town Hall, Hosted by Mayor Patrick Brown 

On January 14, 2019, from 7 to 8 pm, the Mayor hosted a Tele-Town Hall.  

96,368 landlines and cell phones, with a Brampton address, were randomly 

selected to participate in the event. Out of the 96,368 calls, 23,672 were 
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answered by individuals.  Out of answered calls, a total of 8,536 (36%) 

individuals joined the tele-town hall at some point of time during the one-hour 

event and attendance peaked to 1,270 participants at one time. At least 750 

attendees remained on the line throughout the tele-town hall.   

• 43 questions were screened during the event and 19 of them were 

brought forward to the live audience 

• 39 questions related to cannabis were left on voicemail after the tele-town 

hall ended 

Appendix C provides a list of questions that were screened during the one-hour 

tele-town hall and questions left on the voicemail after the event. 

3. Private Cannabis Retail Store Licensing Model Update 

On December 13, 2018, citing a national cannabis supply shortage, the Provincial 

Government imposed a temporary cap on the number of private retail stores to 

ensure the private retail stores have sufficient inventory to serve their customers.  

During this initial phase, 25 store licences will be issued for stores to open by April 1, 

2019, of which 6 stores are within the GTA Region. These 25 stores will be located 

in municipalities that have a population of over 50,000 as identified by the 2016 

Canadian Census and that permits the retail sale of cannabis.  

The allocation of stores are as follows:  

• 5 stores in Toronto Region 

• 6 stores in GTA Region (Durham, York, Peel and Halton) 

• 5 stores in East Region (Ottawa, Prince Edward, Peterborough, etc.) 

• 2 stores in North Region (Parry Sound, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, etc.) 

• 7 stores in West Region (Hamilton, Waterloo, Niagara, etc.) 

See Appendix D for the full list of the municipalities within each region. 

On January 11, 2019, the AGCO held a lottery, conducted by KPMG, to determine 

who may apply for one of the first 25 Retail Operator Licences. Should any of these 

lottery winners not meet the criteria outlined by the AGCO, a waitlist also been 

selected. 

For a full list of lottery winners within each region, please visit the AGCO website at

http://agco.ca/cannabis/expression-interest-lottery-selection-results
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4. Municipal Funding Update 

On January 14, 2019, the Province distributed the first payment to all municipalities 

based on 2019 MPAC household numbers through the Ontario Cannabis 

Legalization Implementation Fund (OCLIF) to offset the implementation costs. 

$440,036 was shared between the City and the Region based on a 50/50 split in 

household numbers. The City’s portion of the first payment was $220,018. 

The amount of the second payment to both the City and Region will be based on the 

City’s decision to opt in/out of physical retail stores. 

• If Brampton opts in to allow private retail stores: 

o The City and Region will each, at a minimum, receive funding based on 

the number of household (a second payment of $220,018).  Given a 

number of municipalities with population over 50,000 have opted out, e.g. 

Mississauga, Markham, Richmond Hill, Oakville, Pickering, etc., it is likely 

that Brampton could receive a higher second payment.  Based on staff’s 

estimate with various scenarios and assumptions, the City’s share of the 

second payment could range from $220K to $1.2 Million.   

o The City also qualifies for the $10 million contingency fund set aside to 

deal with any “unforeseen circumstances” that municipalities might 

encounter in relation to legalization of recreational cannabis. According to 

staff’s calculation, the City’s share could range from $155K to $774K. 

o The City will be eligible to a share of 50% of surplus funding if the 

province’s share of the federal excise tax on cannabis exceeds $100M 

over the first two years. According to staff’s calculation, the City could 

potentially receive Federal payments ranging from $147K to $735K. 

• If Brampton opts out to allow private retail stores, the City will receive a 

maximum of $5,000 with a 50/50 split with the Region, i.e. $2,500 each. 

• If Brampton opts out by January 22, 2019 and opts back in at a later date, the 

City will not be eligible for the second payment (i.e. the $220K to $1.2M), any of 

the $10M continency funding, or the federal excise tax surplus funding. 

Should Council decide to opt in to allow private retail stores in Brampton, the total 

funding scenario would range from $742K to $2.9M. A spreadsheet with various 

scenario calculations and assumptions is provided in Appendix E. 
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5. Ongoing Advocacy 

Regardless of Council’s decision on private cannabis retail stores in Brampton, the 

City will continue to proactively engage the Federal and Provincial Governments to 

advocate for a long-term funding model to municipalities and the ability to impose 

restrictions regarding site locations and buffers around other sensitive land use, in 

addition to schools.
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Appendix A: Public Feedback by Email  

A-1: Public Feedback by Email 

1.  It is legal yes please allow 

2.  I do not support having cannabis in our city! 

3.  I believe legalization of cannabis is not a good idea for many reasons. 

But the federal government has passed the law in house of commons. 

Cities can't do much about the law. But restrict it in many ways: 

 - By not allowing pot retail stores 

 - By restricting the pot use in private property only. 

4.  Please add my comments to the citizen feedback to city council.  

I would like to point out to Council that cannabis is in Brampton right now. 

Cannabis is being enjoyed in Brampton right now. Cannabis is being 

delivered by Canada Post to residences in Brampton right now. Next year 

cannabis will be grown by residents in Brampton. Cannabis will be in 

Brampton indefinitely.  

By voting against storefronts in Brampton, Council will not be keeping 

cannabis out of Brampton, they will merely signal that the city will be 

prejudice against businesses. By voting against storefronts, the city will only 

lose out on revenue from a lucrative new industry. Citizens will drive to 

Toronto to purchase and return to Brampton, giving Toronto the revenue from 

sales. Mississauga has voted no, which can boast the revenue in storefronts 

in Brampton by attracting Mississauga residents to Brampton.  

Most importantly, the whole point of legalization is to disrupt the black market 

sales, by voting against storefronts Council will be enabling black market 

sales in Brampton potentially endangering citizens.  

Voting against storefronts is misguided virtue signaling that will harm 

Brampton.  

Please Vote to Support Cannabis Stores in Brampton. 

5.  It has the same problems as alcohol, not worse. We accept and even 

condone the booze, and we even sell it right beside schools, and it's 

considerably more dangerous. 
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A-1: Public Feedback by Email 

With other nearby cities opting out, this is a golden opportunity for Brampton. 

People coming to Brampton for our cannabis shops will be spending money 

at our other retailers while they are here. 

The alternative to stores is very surely black market dealers. Those guys will 

not ask the school kids for ID. Let's remember why we legalized here.  

Please put aside stigma and fear. A lot of people worked very hard for a very 

long time to get us here. 

6.  I am a resident of Ward 7&8 in Brampton. I can see no reason to prohibit 

recreational cannabis stores in Brampton. Brampton is home to legal 

establishments peddling all manner of vice, and access to cannabis is no 

different. Prohibiting local sales will not prevent people from purchasing and 

consuming cannabis, and could instead bolster the underground market.  

Further, holding “in person pulse checks” from 2pm-4pm SEVERELY limits 

the sample size of respondents. A two hour window in the middle of a 

weekday is unreasonable and inaccessible for many residents. I fear a 

decision will be made and responses from the “pulse checks” will be cited, 

despite the fact that the pulse checks are not reprehensive of the residents of 

Brampton. I sincerely hope our new Mayor and Council find more reasonable 

ways to poll their constituents without resorting to practices bound to 

manufacture skewed results. 

7.  I want stores here. 

8.  I'm a life long Brampton resident (52 years old)..I support cannabis stores in 

Brampton, if only to kill  the black market , tax the product , ensure the quality 

of the product for the safety of the users not to mention the jobs that will be 

created . I have already reached out to the Councillor in my ward who has 

stated she was against the stores and I ensured her that I will drag my butt to 

vote in the next election to get her out of office. This is a legal product it is 

proven that people want this product...if they cannot get it in a legal store 

people rely on there guy that they have always gotten it from. 

9.  I won’t be able to attend between 2pm-4pm because I have work obligations. 

The earliest I could attend is 430pm. 

I would be more than happy to fill out a survey through email if I could.  
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A-1: Public Feedback by Email 

Thanks for your time 

10.  The current online only model is ridiculous. I cannot get quality cannabis this 

way as it is always out of stock and would much prefer not to drive an hour 

out of town to purchase my marijuana. With the tax revenue that is supposed 

to be allotted to Brampton and an effective licensing model including fees we 

could also be looking at some windfall income to improve the city. 

In summary, please don't be on the wrong side of history here. Open retail 

stores. 

11.  My vote is -----No to retail stores in Brampton. 

12.  No retail locations please 

13.  I strongly support marijuana retail stores in Brampton 

14.  Good day,  

I saw a tweet from Brampton. Asking our thoughts on Cannabis stores. 

Please allow it. I dont use cannabis, and it really doesn't have an effect on 

me directly. However the vicarious effects of not having a store will. 

Many of those who abuse or are heavy users dont have credit cards, which 

means they can't use the OCS online store, and so they will continue to buy 

from dealers. The dealers we are trying to eliminate...  The idea of allowing 

cannabis stores helps those to access it for health reasons, and creates a 

safe spot to buy it commercially for recreational users.  

I'd say do what others aren't also include harm reduction services, and links 

to community supports for all addictions in these stores. Maybe their use of 

cannabis is to hide mental health, financial, or other issues.  

I support the notion, but would like to see these stores in the hands of some 

level of government to retain profit into the system. Enhance community 

programs, etc. But also to provide links to services beyond just a brochure 

with a number and website. 

15.  As a responsible parent of a child and to have a safer community in 

Brampton, I would say a BIG NO to cannabis store in Brampton. 
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Please acknowledge the response. 

Considering high no of crimes in recent past, its a very huge danger to young 

children - think about a child 5 year old addicted to Cannabis or Marijuana - 

horrible. Believe me it will be a paradise for thieves and dumb students 

across Brampton if City councillors does not take this seriously.  

That’s a big NO. 

16.  Please! No cannabis stores in Brampton.  We want to see bright future for 

our kids so no cannabis ever. 

17.  I don’t want any single stores in BRAMPTON to selling cannabis.  

18.  Thank you for the opportunity to share opinions on Cannabis. 

Has we know the law passed and Cannabis are legal now and used also as a 

medicine proscribed by doctors that always strong with the idea that 

Cannabis is a dangerous drug instead now it’s considered a miracle plant 

and it’s always been a miracle plant . 

Saying that we should make a right choice here on which it should be easy: 

Now it’s time to try taking it away from drug dealers on street that sell 

cannabis to anyone including kids that sell even in schools as result if we 

don’t do something about we indirectly support those people selling in the 

street in careless matter with out even knowing what exactly this people are 

selling and if alter or mixed with other drugs or chemicals that end up on the 

street sell totally TAX FREE. 

We don’t want directly or indirectly support individuals selling it on the street 

illegally, I do understand that chances are they’re always going to be there 

but why making it easier for them when we can do it harder by allowing sell in 

a legal store where someone should and will assume liability for selling a 

natural safe product. 

It will cost taxpayers money regardless if we except it or push it away like 

adding more police officers and Bi-law officers I would assume, Federals 
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should pay for this extra cost and we should except the fact that regardless 

it’s legal now we should at least try to Tax it. 

Hope you appreciate my opinion. 

19.  I would appreciate if we have no cannabis stores in Brampton  

20.  I live in Brampton in ward 5.  This “in person pulse check” thing that is going 

on is ridiculous.  How can anyone other than housewives or retired people go 

to a meeting on a weekday at 2 to 4 pm at a library?  I’m not off work until 3 

and have to pickup my daughter from kindergarten at 3:30 or I’d be there to 

voice my support of having retail cannabis stores in Brampton.   So was 

scheduling these things at this time meant so that you can easily say “well we 

tried to have meetings but no one showed up to support the initiative so we 

just opted out.”  We supported it by voting in Trudeau fyi.

Cannabis is federally legal in Canada now.  It is NOT the city council’s place 

to designate whether we must abide by the morals of someone like Councillor 

Williams.  The law is clear.  Cannabis is now as legal as alcohol WHETHER 

OUT CITY COUNCIL LIKES IT OR NOT.  It’s MORE legal in Canada now 

than it is in Amsterdam.  It is our right to have stores.  So please, get to 

approving legal companies to sell a legal product to us.   

City council wouldn’t even think about banning liquor stores.  This is not 

fair.  There are a LOT of pot smokers in Brampton.  People will be mad If we 

opt out.   

Let’s opt in and try to get at least one of these initial 25 stores. 

21.  I live in City of Brampton and I strongly suggest that City should ban use of 

pot at public places park's, side walks etc. It smells horrible and people who 

hates the smell shouldn't be forced to smell. 

Also if City decide to open any stores in Brampton, those should be way far 

from the schools, residential areas and religious places. It's better it should 

be in LCBO's. 

22.  The fact that this is even a discussion is ridiculous. Cannabis legal in the 

country and the fact that folks are treating the sale of cannabis as something 

exceptional speaks only to morality, not legality. Yes, cannabis is a controlled 

substance, but I don't see any campaigns calling for banning the sale of 
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cigarettes and alcohol, both of which have well documented adverse health 

and societal impacts. This is nothing more than fear mongering and frankly, 

these kinds of puritanical attitudes don't belong in government. 

23.  Can I assume this pulse check is in regards to the current debate on whether 

or not Brampton should allow recreational cannabis storefronts? 

If so, I would like to voice my support for these stores.   

The current federal government campaigned heavily on legalization and won 

handily.  We have already had our vote on this issue.  The justifications for 

legal weed included restricting access to minors, eliminating the black 

market, and creating a safe, tested supply for Canadians.  Disallowing pot 

shops will have the opposite affect for Brampton's residents.   

Pot is already here, has been for a long time, and isn't going anywhere.  

Banning shops will just encourage the black market here, not to mention we'll 

lose out on the employment and revenue streams these stores would 

generate. 

Users here will either travel to other areas to buy legally, or will buy here 

illegally.  Lose - lose situation. 

24.  Hello Mr Mayor, 

Our kind request to opt out Brampton city from cannabis store allocation. For 

Brampton's safer and peaceful future community I vote No to have cannabis 

store in Brampton. 

25.  I won’t be able to attend but I say no. I think Aurora, Markham, and Richmond 

Hill have done the right thing by not permitting these shops and also passing 

a bylaw that says it can only be smoked inside of homes, not in public. 

26.  Don't be stupid! Mississauga has opted out, let them buy all their weed here, 

not in Toronto. It'd be wonderful to see something succeed in Brampton. 

27.  Brampton already has enough issues and problems. We do not need to add 

more  problems by bringing in the cannabis retail stores to Brampton. No no 

no no no to selling cannabis in Brampton 

28.  First I don't smoke cannabis but here are my views
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1) Safety any kid can get cannabis from their neighborhood dealer. No 

retailer would jeopardize their license to sell 

2) Second local job creation  

3) Taxes and economic growth, since Mississauga has opted out, stores near 

the border will bring in cash from the south. If not allowed these sales will just 

occur in Toronto for those working there. 

29.  I wanted to inform you of my support for cannabis stores in Brampton. I also 

support the increase in police funding that comes with it. Marijuana is now 

legal in Canada. As the ninth largest city in Canada, it only makes sense to 

allow the legal sales. 

30.  I do not use Cannabis in any form. I am wholeheartedly in favour of allowing 

Retail Cannabis stores within the city of Brampton. 

Middle aged white dude, doesn't use, why would he be in favour of allowing 

Retail Cannabis stores? - Here's why: 

1. The OCS web-store is insufficient to meet demand. 

2. There are incentives from the province that the city would forgo if it banned 

Retail Cannabis stores. 

3. The city already has problems attracting and keeping new retailers; there 

is business tax revenue to be had. 

4. The majority of residents appear to be in favour of retail Cannabis stores, 

and they will remember how council voted. 

5. The black market - if there isn't sufficient legal means of purchasing 

Cannabis, then illegal means will fill demand, retail store should help reduce 

drug related crime. 

6. Cannabis has been shown to be less harmful than tobacco and alcohol, 

but we already have gas stations next to schools selling cigarettes openly to 

minors. Banning Cannabis stores without banning tobacco and alcohol 

makes no logical sense. 

31.  The fastest growing city in Canada. And to order online you have to use a 

credit card and only a credit card. There are a lot of people in Brampton who 

don't have credit cards. Also it's best to have retail stores because then you 

have people with knowledge that you can ask questions right there. 

Brampton has been advancing so quickly since I moved here in 1972. I think 

the Brampton of all the cities in Canada should have shops retail stores for 

marijuana. Even in just the downtown core that way it's not in your schools 
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having it didn't in the downtown court is a great idea but if we don't have legal 

retail Cannabis stores then the black market will flourish in Brampton and we 

have enough gun crimes and black market drug crimes in Brampton and all 

the crap that goes along with it so if we have retail stores there will be no 

need for the black market and they can move Soho just out of our city we 

need the black market out of our city so the people that need the medication 

that cannabis provides a safe store where there is unlaced and safe product. 

Can you imagine if the black market decided to put fentanyl crushed up as 

crystals in cannabis that will happen we need retail Cannabis stores in 

Brampton to push up the black market who by the way is selling to children. 

32.  The whole point of legalization was to remove the black market. It doesn’t 

work if there’s nowhere to easily purchase it legally. Plus the jobs it creates 

and taxes you can collect. This is an easy decision for you: Opt in. 

33.  I am a resident of Brampton and just learned through Gurpreet Dhillion tweet 

that I can have my say in the decision for YES or NO for the Cannabis store 

in Brampton. 

Well I am completely against these stores in my city. Though the federal’s 

have Said yes, I believe we have a moral responsibility for the new 

generation and the younger kids. 

I don’t think these stores will have a positive effect on the residents so I am 

completely against them.  Please don’t let them in our city. 

It’s me, my wife and my parents who wish to vote against it. 

34.  Yes, we should allow for cannabis dispensaries. Mississauga has opt out 

already and the people on Mississauga will be coming to the closest 

dispensaries. This will increase the amount of people visiting and if there are 

dispensaries in downtown it will help companies in the downtown core. This 

could help revitalize it and would work well with the cities current plan to do 

just that. 

35.  I am voting No for this! 

I am worried if kids will have easy access to it! My son is in grade 10 and 

often for lunch he goes Tim Hortons or some other store to eat, next thing he 

is going with his buddies to taste marijuana cookies or something else!! 
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Let medical stores/ pharmacies sell it!! 

36.  I have lived in Brampton most of my life and would have no problem with 

cannabis stores here. If it's legal then I don't see how it is any different than 

beer stores, liquor stores, or smoke shops. 

37.  I do not support cannabis stores in the City of Brampton. I have very young 

children and am concerned with the potential influence, type of people this 

will attract to our city and an increase in the number of impaired drivers. 

If stores absolutely must go up, can they be placed on the outskirts of the 

city? 

38.  I don’t drink, I’ve lost friends to alcohol and I’ve seen alcoholics destroy 

themselves and their families.  Yet I can get alcohol almost everywhere. 

Please embrace the cannabis culture and the positive impacts our city can 

realize from it. 

39.  I vote yes for retail stores... less in the hands of organized crime!! 

40.  Me and my family of 5 feel that having cannabis stores in Brampton WILL 

increase jobs and revenue value in Brampton’s economy as a whole. We 

WANT cannabis stores in Brampton to increase the revenue that Brampton 

will get AND increase the overall economy of our city! 

41.  I live in Brampton (peel village) and I vote YES! To cannabis retail stores in 

my area! 

42.  No to cannabis for the safety of our women & children. 

43.  I am not able to attend the town hall but want my voice heard.  I am a lifelong 

resident of Brampton and am extremely opposed to having cannabis retail 

shops in Brampton.  Please note this in your data. 

44.  I'm unable to make it out to any of the in person surveys but I just wanted to 

ensure my voice is heard. 

I fully support the sale of cannabis in Brampton. 

45.  Please consider my vote against weed stores. It should not be opened in 

Brampton.  

4.2-16



17 | P a g e

A-1: Public Feedback by Email 

If it opens then I must say that we have to find alternative accommodation 

outside GTA. 

Not only me but my group of friends have same opinion. 

46.  Marijuana should be sold in stores across Brampton. It will be controlled by 

municipality, which will fight off the black market. 

Furthermore, more legalizing marijuana will actually help educate our children 

about this substance, by giving it a fair evaluation. By telling our youths that it 

is bad for you and not backing up with reliable facts it discourages youths to 

listen.  

Don't agree? See how many people including youths buy from a dealer. 

Meaning they are smoking pot without proper awareness and education, I 

doubt their dealer is doing any of that. 

47.  As a longtime resident, with kids now past their teens, I can say with 

certainty, that kids can and do and will get pot at school, In school, and all 

around schools. The only way to take some of that away from the schools is 

to open stores. And not so far from them, the kids keep doing what they do 

now. Adults also have sources, but at least wouldn't have a problem walking 

into and out of a pot store with product. I suggest you put them real close to 

the few police stations in our city. 

48.  I support…Use the new stream of revenue to lower our property tax or at 

least keep from increasing every year.

49.  We are residents of Brampton and strongly support the regulated, legal 

selling of cannabis here in our city.  

This is an opportunity for Brampton to be progressive in its approach to how 

cannabis is managed and distributed. The residents of Brampton should have 

access to these shops. 

The revenue will benefit our city, and should we not allow legal cannabis 

shops, people will either get it illegally, order online, or go to a neighbouring 

city instead of keeping their money here, in our city. 
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I have travelled to places like Oregon and Holland...where cannabis has been 

legalized. Having access to legal shops cuts down greatly on illegal drug 

distribution and benefits the local economy greatly. 

Please do the right thing and bring legalized cannabis shops to Brampton. It’s 

here already...and it’s imperative we embrace it. 

50.  Unfortunately, I can't make it out to any of the meetings. I so want to make 

my point heard.  

I support dispensaries and store fronts to sell cannabis anywhere in Peel 

region. Even next to a school. Not only will it limit access for illegal products, 

we will know what is in it, how it's produced, and get education on what will 

better fit us.  

Here is what people are not being told. I have a medical card for my weed. 

Since the legalization, CBD, the part that doesn't get you stoned, is out of 

stock. I can easily find THC, the stuff that gets you high, but my CBD is not 

able to be located. I had to order from OCS which also has issues with 

keeping high CBD available. So the fear that people are getting access to 

being stoned it not true. 

I personally, like to speak to someone about what to expect from which 

strain. Especially when I am starting a new plant. 

I expect the government to speak to dispensaries we already have and gain 

actual knowledge on what's being sold. 

It's NOT as scary as what people make it out to be! 

51.  No we do not want to see Shops selling Cannabis in Brampton !! 

52.  I am a resident of the City of Brampton and am in favor of cannabis retail 

stores operating in Brampton.   

53.  No to cannabis shops in Brampton 

54.  No - We don't want to see shops of Recreational Cannabis in Brampton 

55.  We don’t want Cannabis in Brampton. 

56.  No retail stores please 
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57.  I do not support having private retail cannabis stores in the City of Brampton.  

Why are we doing this need to keep kid safe, if we got cannabis store then 

we need more staff to monitor the stores. Who will pay for that?? Tax 

payers??  So I don’t support having private retail cannabis stores in the City 

of Brampton. 

58.  Yes please allow cannabis shops in Brampton 

59.  Totally against it. 

We have enough issues with people in this city with regards to not respecting 

the laws. Especially, around drinking and driving, and texting and speed 

racing. 

It’s pretty obvious we as Brampton residents. Only have a certain 

percentage, actually following the laws. This is my concern. This city is a 

disgrace as it is from so called city council, and poor leadership in the past 

ten years. We can’t afford anymore mistakes. 

I am against it, not for what it is, but what it will do to a city that’s already 

broken. There are online resources, and other areas to get it. Let it not be in 

Brampton.  

What we need now is to get things cleaned up and begin the process of 

being respected as a city and not a joke to the city of Toronto. 

60.  Thank you for this opportunity to voice my concern on the issue of cannabis 

in Brampton. I feel strongly that Brampton should opt out of cannabis stores 

and impose very strict laws.  

The most ideal situation would be barring anyone from using, purchasing, 

growing, storing or handling cannabis in any form, in our City. Opening 

cannabis to people is a mistake. We should be trying to make ourselves 

healthier - and permitting something that does otherwise doesn’t help. 

That being said, I understand that this is a Federal law that was made. If the 

ideal situation isn’t possible, cannabis should be made as private as possible, 

away from the public. This means that there should be no stores. Further, 

people should not be allowed to use it in public areas, and only within private 

homes. Why should it be private? Cannabis has a very strong odour and 

4.2-19



20 | P a g e

A-1: Public Feedback by Email 

spreads quickly. Some (if not most) people want to be healthy. With public 

consumption, we are fearful to go outside for ‘fresh air’, because someone 

might be using cannabis. This relates to our Canadian freedoms - essentially, 

that you may do whatever you like as long as it does not impede on the 

freedoms of others. Allowing public use and stores heavily impedes on the 

rest of the public’s freedom to live a healthy life. 

61.  Yes, please allow retail stores to operate in Brampton. 

Brampton will benefit in many ways but most importantly, the crime rate will 

decrease. This is because cannabis will no longer be a black market product, 

distributed by gangs who operate in the schools, let alone within a certain 

distance of schools.  

Financially, everyone wins, but especially local businesses. 

I am in favour of restricting stores from operating within a certain distance; 

however, I defer to the experts for the specific distance. 

62.  We do not wish to have cannabis shops located in Brampton. 

63.  I don't want cannabis stores in Brampton I don't want. 

64.  Please do not allow retail cannabis outlets in Brampton. 

65.  I don't support the cannabis been in the stores in Brampton. 

66.  I am voting yes to support private retail stores. 

67.  Thank you for conducting this survey and giving priority to Brampton 

residents. I would say no to it as it would increase administrative costs of the 

cities (specifically policing and health related costs). Moreover, considering 

the society mix we as resident are already worried about increasing crime 

rate in the city, adding Cannabis would not only increase this rate but also 

increases accidents, eventually result paying more taxes and insurances 

which is already very high in Brampton. 

68.  I see no need for additional access to cannabis in Brampton. Those who 

need it have their existing access. Recreational users have existing suppliers. 

Easier access and further promotion impacts individual health as well as 

public health impacts (costs, personal health, public safety).  
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Driving practices are being monitored due to distracted driving, so further 

impediments by drivers only serves to worsen driving safety practices. 

As a downtown resident of Brampton the encouragement of cannabis 

practices (purchasing promoting consumption) serves only to further increase 

concerns for the general public.  

Are we not striving to keep our community safe? 

69.  I am a resident of Brampton, residing in Wards 9 & 10. 

It has been brought to my attention my Regional and City Councillors (Dhillon 

and Singh respectively), along with a few other members of Brampton's 

council, are leaning towards opting out of the sale of cannabis through private 

retail stores.  I believe this choice is the incorrect one and am strongly for the 

allowance of such sales. 

However, I do understand the concerns fellow residents have brought up.  I 

do believe retail stores need to be away from schools, as with liquor stores 

such as the LCBO.  Lack of access to those under the legal age is 

imperative.  I do understand that Wards 9 & 10 (along with many other 

wards) have a plethora of schools, day cares and other establishments that 

are often associated with young people.  With that being said, I do not think 

Brampton should do without at least one legal pot shop. 

I believe opening a legal store or two in an industrial area where young 

people are not likely to frequent is a great alternative to simply saying no 

altogether to the idea of legal marijuana stores in Brampton.  From my 

understanding, should Brampton opt out, we wouldn't be able to make use of 

the federal/provincial (can't currently remember which it is) funding that this 

City could really use.  If opting in to legal cannabis stores means more funds 

to help train PRP Officers to better keep the City safe, then I am all for it. 

I am not going to be able to make the survey dates as I am working evenings 

on those specific dates so I hope this email will suffice in place of it.  In 

essence, I am simply urging ALL of Council to really take a hard look at what 

is at stake here.   

Weed is legal now.  It's time to accept that and make use of it.  It is not the 

"devil's lettuce" or simply "jazz cigarettes" any longer.  It is a perfectly 

acceptable form of medication used for a variety of ailments and therapeutic 
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purposes.  I feel we shouldn't restrict access to something that is 1) legal and 

2) beneficial to those who use it (doesn't have to be smoked mind you, there 

are other ways to consume. Also, in comparison to alcohol which is already 

legal and regulated heavily, the benefits are far more in weed's favour).  I 

also think, much like other over the counter meds, it shouldn't need a 

prescription unless much higher dosages are needed. 

I hope the City is able to come to a thoroughly thought out and well placed 

decision.  I don't care where the location of the stores are - they should 

simply be away from primarily residential areas - but they should be in 

Brampton nonetheless. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this email.  If you require any further 

correspondence from me please do let me know. 

70.  Cannabis store - I am in favour of one in Brampton 

71.  I do not want any cannabis distribution. I only agree with the medical oil 

prescribed by a doctor. 

72.  Cannabis stores limit need for black market and gangs. Do you really want 

Brampton to have more gun violence? This will bring down your city’s 

reputation and real estate prices. 

I am not a user of cannabis but I am a teacher who knows that students in 

our school are buying the drug from adults in our area possibly resulting in a 

recent murder. 

It is naive to think Brampton will not still have drug dealer with no legal place 

to purchase a legal substance. 

73.  I don’t support this type of business as it will put much extra work on the 

police.  Let them buy from Government stores. 

74.  Why are the locations for having our say on retail cannabis stores in 

Brampton January 8 to 10 only available at community and recreation 

centres? 

The responses will therefore come mainly from parents taking their children 

to sporting activities. This may result in feedback from those primarily 
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concerned with preventing their children gaining access to marijuana, 

something the federal legislation is already designed to prevent. 

Why aren’t the surveys available to a broader range of the public? They 

should be available online, at city hall, in bus stations, shopping malls, and 

beer and liquor stores, to ensure the widest possible polling of all of 

Brampton’s citizens. 

It appears that the surveys are only available in family-oriented locations to 

skew the vote in the No favour. 

Shame on you for excluding a wider range of public participation and thereby 

circumventing democracy. 

75.  I am not in favor of private stores. 

76.  In response to your request for feedback on cannabis shops, I submit the 

following opinions. For context, I am a physician practising in Brampton. 

1.  I support retail cannabis shops. In terms of public health risk, cannabis is 

likely safer than alcohol. 

2. My main concern with cannabis use is the risk to young people. Ideally, 

use should be delayed until brain maturation is complete at around age 24. I 

believe Canada has set age of use too low. With this in mind, strict 

enforcement of age limits is ESSENTIAL within the retail shops and this 

should have significant funding. 

77.  Yes, Brampton needs cannabis shops. 

78.  No retail store in Brampton similar to Mississauga. 

79.  Let’s get our heads out of the sand. It’s legal. We need to control it and sell it 

in appropriate locations within our city.  

If we don’t, we allow the black market that thrives in Brampton to continue.  

Cut their legs out from under them. Open legal stores that will monitor sales 

and ensure legal sales only. 

80.  Brampton must say yes to cannabis stores. Like it or not, we already have 

illegal cannabis stores in the city. They are easy to find, and have long 
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lineups. They're booming. We need to regulate this immediately, not pretend 

they don’t exist.  Vote yes. 

81.  I believe Brampton should permit cannabis stores within Brampton’s 

boundaries. 

1) Cannabis is legal, 

2) The stores will create jobs and contribute to tax income, 

3) Retail stores will be licensed by the government and be required to follow 

laws and 

4) Licensed stores can sell cannabis only from government licensed 

suppliers, thus cannabis will be safer and not laced with other drugs. 

82.  I wished to respond to your request for residents of Brampton to express their 

opinions. Unfortunately I am away throughout the survey period. 

As a long time resident of Brampton, I am in favour of retail stores located in 

our city selling recreational marijuana. 

I don't use this drug myself, but think that to discourage illegal sales of this 

drug, we need to offer retail outlets.  They should not be located close to 

elementary or secondary schools or places of worship.  

By the way, I would have thought that you could use something other than 

Facebook to live stream this.  Facebook has been accused of numerous 

cases of privacy violations and not discouraging unacceptable behaviour 

such as influencing elections, allowing violence and other crimes.  Why 

reward bad behaviour by using this platform? 

83.  Dear Councillor Charmaine Williams – Please do what you can to keep our 

city of Brampton safer by opting out of having cannabis stores in Brampton. 

Please consider this email as a RECORDED VOTE that I OPPOSE cannabis 

retail stores in Brampton. 

Thank you for listening and considering the voices of Brampton.

84.  Dear Ms. Williams; 

I would like my voice heard and recorded that, as a constituent of yours, that I 

am opposed to any cannabis shops in Brampton.  I feel that they do not have 

a place in our city. 

4.2-24



25 | P a g e

A-1: Public Feedback by Email 

Thank you for the work that you do for our city. 

85.  Dear Mayor Brown and Members of City and Regional Councils:

Re: Cannabis stores option 

I believe Brampton should permit cannabis stores within Brampton’s 

boundaries because: 

1) Cannabis is legal, 

2) The stores will create jobs and contribute to tax income, 

3) Retail stores will be licensed by the government and are required to follow 

laws and 

4) Licensed stores can sell cannabis only from government licensed 

suppliers, thus cannabis will be safer and not laced with other drugs. 

After reading these laws that regulate production and distribution (selling) of 

cannabis and where people can smoke, I believe Brampton should “opt-in” 

and permit cannabis stores: 

Cannabis Act (Canada) https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-24.5/

Cannabis Regulations (Canada) https://laws-

lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/Regulations/SOR-2018-144/index.html

Cannabis Control Act, 2017, S.O. 2017, c. 26, Sched. 1 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/17c26

Ontario Cannabis Retail Corporation Act, 2017, S.O. 2017, c. 26, Sched. 2 

https://du0tsrdospf80.cloudfront.net/docs/17o26_e.doc

Cannabis Licence Act, 2018, S.O. 2018, c. 12, Sched. 2 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/18c12 (Current November 16, 2018)  

Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017, S.O. 2017, c. 26, Sched. 3 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/17s26

86.  I do not want any cannabis stores in Brampton. 

87.  My say on this cannabis is purely No. 

On 31st Dec 2018 I took my child to Firework show at Garden Square. My 

child got sick after she came back because there was lot of smoke and smell 

of cannabis. Please do not allow these stores in Brampton. 
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88.  I liked the model that the Liberal government had put forward with LCBO 

style stores. Government run. 

But the Ford government scares me. They were going to have thousands of 

stores everywhere. They have scaled it back to 25 stores. But I don't trust 

them to be in our best interest. We as Brampton should say No. They are 

bribing us with our own money so that municipality's say yes. 

Just say No. 

89.  Retail cannabis stores should NOT be permitted in Brampton.  

Brampton City Council should opt-out on allowing private retail shops to sell 

cannabis.  

There has been an 11% increase in shooting in Brampton & Mississauga. We 

should be focusing on initiatives that will help reduce the violence on our 

streets not potentially increase them. We don’t need our city to be the guinea 

pigs for this. Let’s see the results of adding this to other cities in the GTA so 

that we can make a more informed decision on whether or not to take part in 

this. 

90.  We need cannabis stores all around Brampton. It will prevent gangs selling 

cannabis. It’s better in your hands, not them. Think of children and youth. 

91.  For the sake of innocent students and for their better future, please don’t 

allow cannabis stores in Brampton 

Elders should not be so selfish that they put the new generation's future on 

stake for their own benefit. 

It’s a big NO please. 

92.  If Brampton opts in to retail stores, how will the provincial funding be spent? 

From my understanding, the funds would be used to mitigate the cost of 

legalization for municipalities, which could include public health resources 

and policing needs.  

Public Health and Peel Regional Police are funded by the Region of Peel, 

which Mississauga is part of. But Mississauga has already opted out. How 
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will Brampton make sure that the funding is used towards Brampton 

resources if the majority of the costs could be at a regional level? 

93.  As a long time resident in Ward 7/8, and someone who has grown up in this 

City since 1964, I am writing today to voice my support for the proposal to 

allow retail sale of cannabis in the City of Brampton.  While I am not a 

cannabis user personally, I feel there are a number of reasons why the 

proposal to allow sales in Brampton should be adopted. 

First, and foremost, cannabis is now a legal product in Canada.  To deny 

citizens the ability to purchase a legal product within the City limits seems 

counterintuitive.  I know that my Councillor will make an argument against the 

proposal based on her moral and religious beliefs, but her beliefs are just 

that:  hers.  I will contend they do not represent the majority view of her 

constituents (despite her claims to the contrary) and, further, where is her 

outrage over other legal products that may be deemed “harmful”, like 

cigarettes or beverage alcohol.  Both of those items are sold well within any 

proposed “exclusion zones” around schools, but no one seems overly 

concerned by that.  So, what makes cannabis so different? 

Second, is the economic argument in favour of adopting the proposal.  We 

have already seen one jurisdiction reject retail sales, thus Brampton would 

stand to benefit even further by adopting retail Cannabis sales as those 

residents would be incentivised to travel to Brampton to spend their money.  

Then there are the business taxes, licensing fees, and the share of tax 

revenues that will be generated by this new economy.  All of this will spell a 

generous amount of revenue for a City with a desperate need for money to 

spend on infrastructure.  Denying ourselves this windfall is akin to shooting 

ourselves in the foot, as we did with the proposed LRT. 

Finally, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion on 

this matter, and I wish to express my sincere desire that Council adopts the 

proposed measure and allows the sale of Cannabis within the City of 

Brampton. 

94.  Big NO for Cannabis Stores in Brampton. 

95.  Cannabis sold in Brampton? I vote yes 

96.  I strongly oppose cannabis retail in the city of Brampton. 
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97.  I support having private retail cannabis stores in the City of Brampton. 

98.  I do not use cannabis, but feel that unless the city allows a limited number of 

stores, people will bring it to Brampton and sell it illegally. I feel the city 

should allow a small number perhaps 5, located away from schools, plazas, 

recreational centres and other areas when young people congregate. I 

definitely do not want to see them on every corner like the money lending 

shops, which I feel are an embarrassment to Brampton, and increase the lack 

of fiscal responsibility of so many of our citizens. I believe medical marijuana 

should only be available at pharmacies. 

99.  I am not in the favour of having the stores in Brampton or in region of peel. 

100. Why the hypocrisy of legal alcohol sales within the city, yet no cannabis. 

What sense does it make for the city not to benefit from the taxes the sale of 

a legal drug will bring in.  

I am the father of two children aged 16 and 12 and I vote yes to the retail sale 

of cannabis products in Brampton.   

101. Should we have cannabis stores in Brampton? No. 

102. Unfortunately, I've not been able to attend any of the feedback sessions this 

week, so I'm sending this note. 

While I have no interest in legal cannabis myself, I see the retail outlet 

question quite plainly: There will be cannabis sold in Brampton. The only 

question is whether it will be sold by legitimate, regulated businesses or by 

criminals.  

To choose the latter puts Brampton residents at risk. I think the choice is 

clear. I trust council will make the right decision. 

103. It has come to my attention that our city council is considering opting out of 

having legal brick and mortar cannabis stores.  This is not acceptable.  

Cannabis is a legal product in Canada now, and it’s our right as citizens to 

able to both sell and buy the product.   

I live in Northwood Park.  A couple of months ago there was a man shot in 

his home on Kirk drive.  He was widely known in the neighbourhood as a 

drug dealer.  There was also a drive by shooting at this location 2 or 3 

summers ago.  They missed him that time but I believe he was the target.  
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Now this is a drug dealer…by not having stores you are encouraging this kind 

of person to live and do illegal business in our city.  This is completely 

unacceptable.  It’s bringing violence and crime to our city.  Opting in to brick 

and mortar stores WILL take a dent out of drug dealer business.  Maybe 

they’d even move to another municipality to do business and leave our city. 

Lastly I would like to point out that the most vocal opponents of opting in are 

3 city councillors who are letting themselves be guided by their religious 

beliefs.  That has NO PLACE in our municipal government.  Not all of us 

subscribe to these religions and there is supposed to be a separation of 

religious views and government business.   

In closing….we need to opt in.  There’s $$$$$$$$ in it for the city don’t be 

fools and leave that on the table. 

104. I request Mr Brown and council members to not to allow the stores as its 

own. As city of Mississauga ,Markham, Richmond Hill have already pass the 

laws. Bramptonians are already going through high level of stress due to high 

insurance, high house tax, non-affordability to buy new houses etc. Opening 

of stores will increase their problems due to easy availability of drug. This will 

destroy the future of school going youth .Secondly, City did not give the 

proper information or notice regarding Town hall meetings. 

105. My say for private retail cannabis stores is strictly NO.  

Making cannabis available to youth n young generation is making them more 

vunerable to drug use and getting addicted. People would no longer be 

productive, driving under it's influence etc. 

There should be ban on selling and producing any type of product or drug, 

which leads to addiction, and loss of control over human beings.  

106. No cannabis in Brampton 

107. I would prefer a no vote on this issue. I feel the police have enough issues 

already to deal with in our city.  We already had a lot of violence. We have 

huge traffic problems in Brampton and high insurance. Having brick and 

mortar stores here when all centres around us have refused will bring 

unwanted attention and elements to our city. The government has stated you 

can opt out for now and can change your mind later. Why not wait to see the 
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effect on communities that do agree and make a final decision later based on 

their experience. 

108. My vote - No cannabis retail outlet in City of Brampton. 

109. No Cannabis in Brampton 

110. Unable to attend the cannabis town hall. I am against having cannabis retail 

stores in Brampton and wanted to let the City know. 

111. Definitely NO. 

Already crime and accidents are in rise. Please don’t make it worse. 

112. As a lifelong Brampton resident I'm writing this email to pledge my support for 

the opening of cannabis stores in Brampton. 

With neighboring cities voting against the stores, I believe there is business 

opportunity to help grow sections of our cities that desperately need it. Not to 

mention the reduction of issues we'll see from cannabis stores being located 

too far away from citizens of Brampton, such as driving farther to obtain legal 

cannabis or resorting back to the black market that funnels money in gang 

operations. 

I urge Mayor Patrick Brown and city council to vote for the opening of 

cannabis stores in the City of Brampton. 

113. I am not able to attend the meetings, but I want to submit my input that I 

strongly support having cannabis retail stores in Brampton. Restricting retail 

stores of a legalized drug doesn't make any sense to me, unless we also plan 

on closing all the liquor and beer stores in Brampton. If we are restricting 

retail stores, we are also opening ourselves to having people continue to go 

to drug dealers for the sake of convenience.  

Speaking of liquor and beer stores, there is also an argument that don't want 

any chance of cannabis retail stores near schools, but then we have beer 

stores like the one at North Park/MacKay within 270m of a school (St. 

Anthony).  

Does that mean that our government supports easy access to alcohol for 

children? No, because that is a ridiculous argument, just like saying that 

having cannabis retail stores will give children easy access to cannabis. 
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114. I'm not able to make it to take a survey or attend the city hall meeting tonight, 

but I fully support the sale or recreational cannabis in the City of Brampton. 

115. We are opposed to cannabis retail stores in Brampton. We would certainly 

agree for medical reasons only. 

116. I'm a home owner in Brampton, and I'm writing in support of having one or 

two stores in Brampton. 

I'd like to point out a study from the US shows that after legalizing teens 

smoked less of it. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/12/11/following-

marijuana-legalization-teen-drug-use-is-down-in-

colorado/?utm_term=.0cb2fc4bfa8a 

We can already order it online so why not have it in store. We'd benefit from it 

greatly. We sell alcohol in store, we have dial a beer... This just makes 

sense. If you want to cut down on the black market having a store means 

people will be more willing to pay cash and not put a credit card online and 

risk not having entry to the US. Plus I want our city to get a bigger piece of 

the pie than Mississauga. Toronto should not be the only city to benefit from 

this. 

117. I am for the retail of cannabis as this will be out of the hands of dealers.    

118. I am a resident of Brampton and oppose any retails stores opening in 

Brampton. 

119. I am a constituent of Ward 5. I can't make it to any of the events to fill out a 

survey but am hoping that by contacting you my voice will count as well. I 

support cannabis stores in Brampton and I hope we vote to allow them here. 

120. I just want to put forth my support for opting in to a possible retail store in 

Brampton.  

The underground cannabis market is the problem. Not the legal market. For 

this reason, I would like Bramptonians to have access to legal cannabis 

which is regulated, controlled, taxed and monitored. 

121. I would like you to vote YES; we DO want these businesses in Brampton as 

long as regulations are followed: 
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I live in Ward 9 and I am of the opinion that we should allow the retail shops 

to sell it for the following reasons:   

- Cannabis is now no different than selling liquor or selling cigarettes which 

are both allowed in Brampton.  More harm comes from the two. 

- Brampton residents need jobs and these establishments will offer 

employment. 

- Whether or not a shop is located in Brampton will not deter smoking in 

Brampton.  I will continue to smoke weed in Brampton. 

 - It is a herb. 

- Inaccessibility may send its residents to source from other places, providing 

revenue to other cities, the province and the black market. 

- Just because a store sells it doesn't mean all of a sudden kids or adults will 

smoke it.  People have been buying from the black market for years.  Having 

a regulated location to purchase it will actually make it harder for the kids to 

get their hands on it. 

122. I voice opting out of the private cannabis sale in Brampton. 

123. I think it will not benefit our city at all and instead will create a lot of social 

problems for us affecting our daily lives i.e. criminality, impaired drivers, etc. 

124. I was unable to attend live, but wanted to show my support in allowing 

cannabis stores in our city. Not only will it drive much needed revenue, but 

will allow more strict adherence to how it is produced, making is safer for use.

125. I am a resident of Brampton and would like to kindly request that the 

respected mayor and elected city councilors do NOT vote for a retail 

Cannabis store in our city.  As a concerned parent and citizen, any 

recreational drug should not be permitted for sale. 

Any monetary and service benefits received from setting up these retail 

outlets, will never outweigh the damage done by these drugs. 

PS all individuals included in this communication, share the same concern 

and would like the city NOT to have a retail cannabis in Brampton. 
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126. With Mississauga turning down the opportunity to host cannabis shops in its 

municipality, this offers Brampton a chance to make serious tax dollar bank 

(not to mention small business owner and employee income) on Mississauga 

residents coming into Brampton to buy this now perfectly legal substance.  

If we have Beer Stores and LCBOs there is no longer any reason not to have 

cannabis retail in Brampton. Indeed, we always hear about "made in 

Brampton solutions". Let's encourage small businesses to thrive here in 

Brampton, in this burgeoning industry. 

I understand the concerns people have about crime and impaired driving. I 

share those concerns. However, we will receive additional money to help us 

figure out these issues, and societal change is difficult for some people. I 

don't believe we should let them hold us in the past. 

127. I was born in Brampton, raised in Brampton and now raising my own family in 

Brampton. I honestly think this would be a perfect opportunity for Brampton to 

shine in the cannabis industry now that almost everyone around us is opting 

out for the first 2 years. The amount of profit alone would sky rocket in the 

first 2 years.  

BRAMPTON OPT IN please! 

128. NO, I do not support Retail Cannabis stores in Brampton and here is why. 

The Liberal Government was correct in legalizing cannabis as so many 

people of different age groups participate in the use of cannabis either for 

medicinal purposes or for pleasure.   If charged with possession it jammed up 

our court systems and cost the taxpayers money.   

The Liberal Government was rolling out the legalization of cannabis smartly 

and safely, but unfortunately, the PC government under the direction of Doug 

Ford is steam rolling ahead and not thinking of the consequences.     

Individually privately run retail stores should not have been a consideration, it 

should have been handled and only handled under the direction of the 

Government, just like the LCBO. 

The LCBO is a profitable, beautifully run establishment and a safe place to 

shop.  Cannabis stores should be the same.  If someone wants to purchase 

cannabis then they should have to go to a safe designated government run 
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store for it.   The amount of revenue it would bring in would be huge for 

Ontario and the rest of Canada.  

Brampton should take the wait and see approach before proceeding with any 

privately run retail stores, which I am totally against.    

The crime in individually run retail stores will escalate, cartels will profit and 

store owners would be on their own to protect their inventory and themselves.

This is HUGE and should be done right.    

Please Brampton, WAIT! 

129. Cannabis has been around a long time, in fact there are human neural 

receptors specifically for cannabinoids. The use, marketing, and production of 

cannabis is not new. Access to cannabis somewhere somehow is inevitable 

so why pretend that banning a retail store in town will protect anyone. 

Tobacco & licensed liquor is sold on almost every corner. Imagine the 

reaction if prudish politicians banned the sale of legal tobacco & liquor! 

130. I am a longtime resident of the City of Brampton. I am emailing you today to 

go ahead and apply to open store(s) in Brampton.  

I have grown up from grade 9 all the way through university into adulthood in 

the City. Trust me when I say this that people will still be able to obtain 

cannabis even if the stores are not opened. People have always done it and 

will continue to do so if need be. I am only telling you the reality of what I 

have observed.  

What will happen if we don’t open a store here is that we will lose the 

revenue from taxes. I guarantee you that people WILL come. From 

Orangeville, Georgetown, Guelph, Mississauga and many more far and near 

places.  

I implore you to overlook the hypocrisy of the Sikh community who have 

overwhelmingly voted against it. There is a HEAVY consumption of hard 

drugs (opiates), marijuana, and alcohol overuse within the community. Go to 

any LCBO on a Friday and Saturday evening and my point will be abundantly 

clear as to who is overwhelmingly lining up for purchases. We have to focus 
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on taking the steam out of the hands of the drug dealers and provide a legal 

product in a safe manner so that adults who want to buy can do so.  

Do not fall into the fear-mongering of the “Oh think of the kids” crowd. These 

were the same voices that were up in arms against Same-Sex marriage 

when it was legalized. Same people against the integration of women into 

workplaces. Same people with the same old “Oh think of the kids” logic who 

didn’t want segregation to end formally. It’s flawed logic. They use their kids 

as a shield to fight for whatever outdated and uneducated and ill-informed 

opinion and perspective they have of the world around them. 

131. Dear Mayor Brown and all esteemed Council Members, 

I have voted "Yes" to retail cannabis stores in Brampton in your online survey 

for the following 2 reasons: 

1. The economic benefit to Brampton 

2. The reduction of black market sales 

Given that the provincial government has decided on a lottery system to dole 

out the licences to respective municipalities, we could theoretically lose out in 

this first round anyway.   

If this does happen, my question is - Will Brampton still be eligible for the 

increased funding that has been allocated for those municipalities that do opt 

in? 

And, just a further comment.  I watched with much dismay the town hall you 

held for the residents of Brampton and realized that there are still too many 

uneducated people stoking fear and misguiding their peers, etc., using 

emotions over logic to make their points heard. Kudos to those speakers, 

who had in fact done their research, when presenting their facts.  

I sincerely hope that our current council will vote in favour of opting in and 

that you will use facts and logic to do so.   

132. I vote no to cannabis stores in Brampton. 

133. I personally believe that we should not sell cannabis in Brampton, or 

Caledon.   
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134. I am sending this email regarding the feedback for Cannabis retail stores. 

People who want to smoke will smoke anyway...there is no stopping it...We 

rather make it available legally instead of criminalizing it...I feel cigarettes and 

alcohol are far worse than cannabis...Cannabis has some medicinal 

purposes too...  If you feel they are equally bad then people who want to 

smoke cannabis should rather purchase it legally instead of buying from a 

dangerous or violent drug dealer or a criminal.   I feel Brampton should opt-in.

Here is a link if you need to know which is worse 

https://www.medicinenet.com/is_marijuana_worse_for_you_than_cigarettes/a

sk.htm

135. Dear Mayor and all the Councilors: 

I OPPOSE cannabis retail stores in Brampton and ask for a RECORDED 

VOTE on the issue. 

136. I do hope that this email finds you well.  

I am writing to express my support for retail cannabis stores in Brampton. As 

a resident of this city, I strongly believe that our city must provide its residents 

with a legal venue to purchase cannabis.  

In 2018, the federal government legalized cannabis in part to regulate the 

supply chain, in order to ensure that Canadians have access to safe 

products.  

By opting-out, the City of Brampton would send a message of the disapproval 

of recreational cannabis, thus further stigmatizing users.  

Additionally, by disallowing retail stores to operate in Brampton, city council 

would effectively be supporting the black market, as a large percentage of 

users will continue to purchase cannabis from illegal sources.  

Finally, the City of Brampton should take advantage of the potential revenue 

source that retail cannabis stores could bring to the city’s coffers. The 

neighbouring cities of Mississauga, Markham, Richmond Hill, Milton, and 

Oakville have already opted-out of retail cannabis stores, which largely 

expands the potential number of cannabis clients for Brampton dispensaries. 
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This revenue could assist the city in building a university, maintaining 

roadways, and further expanding the city’s infrastructure.  

In closing, I strongly encourage city council to vote in favour of allowing the 

operation of cannabis retail stores in Brampton. 

137. Cannabis products are healthier than alcohol and Canada has opened up by 

law massive financial opportunities. 

Make Brampton pot friendly, market it and exploit the growth growing our city 

and lowering our taxes. 

138. I was glad to receive the phone call inviting input into the establishment of pot 

shops in Brampton. I couldn’t participate in the call but thought i would email 

my opinion.  

I am not in favour of retail pot shops. I do not like cannabis at all, hate the 

smell, not in favour of legalization in general, dislike everything about it. I do 

not want to see these shops in my community. But since it’s here, I believe 

purchase should be restricted to a store like LCBO and online ONLY.I also 

think they should use existing infrastructure at LCBO to integrate pot sales 

along with alcohol sales, using staff already trained on responsible serving 

guidelines. It makes sense to taxpayers to not duplicate existing 

infrastructure. 

139. I strongly vote for opting out as a Brampton resident. 

140. I was unable to fill out the survey re: retail cannabis stores in Brampton. I DO 

NOT support such stores in this city. Thank you. 

141. I vote to opt in and take advantage of the offering. 

Yes.  Allow the stores. Do it now and control it from the beginning. 

The reality is there is an enforcement and admin cost and the city needs to 

take anything it can get.  It’s coming and no one can stop it, so we have to 

take it now. If there are other offers later, and likely there will be as time goes 

by, I vote the city take advantage of them too.  

142. We got cutoff from the telephone town hall meeting. 
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We the residents of [specified address, Brampton] vote no to retail pot stores 

in Brampton. 

NO NO NO NO 

143. Please include my vote of YES. 

I am for retail Cannabis stores in Brampton.  I feel Cannabis is much safer 

then alcohol and there are hundreds of locations in Brampton to buy alcohol. 

Let’s reduce the number of places to buy alcohol and add the new Cannabis 

stores. 

144. I do not want marijuana shops in Brampton. There is already lots of drugs 

and drinking and driving and car insurance is high. How much more can we 

take? 

145. NO NO NO!!!! 

146. Opt-out 

147. We just received the phone call from Mayor Brown this evening at 7:31pm, 

January 14th,2019, about the town hall meeting that was taking place at 7pm, 

January 10th,  so we weren't able to attend. My husband and I would like to 

add our voice to the discussion and say we are against having a cannabis 

store in our city. 

148. I would just like to voice my support for having cannabis stores in Brampton. 

While I agree with our Mayor that the process set out by the provincial 

government is flawed, the benefits of decriminalization are many. The stores 

would create badly needed jobs in Brampton as well as ensuring that the 

supply of cannabis is safe. 

149. I would like to express my deep concern about the sale of cannabis in the 

form of physical stores in Brampton.  

I ask that you "Please Vote No" to the sale of cannabis in Brampton ! 

As a resident of Brampton for over 33 years, I want to preserve all the 

attributes of the city such as its wonderful trails, state of the art recreation 

centres, and safe parks. I don't want to see it deteriorate with an influx of 

crime and unsavory social issues. 
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Say No To Cannabis in Brampton! 

150. This is to let you know that I DO NOT support selling cannabis in Brampton. 

Please make Brampton a cannabis-free city. 

151. I strongly suggest that we should be in and not out from this opportunity to 

provide the safe access to those who are interested and to avoid any unsafe 

product supplied by the black market. 

I don't think we should judge others otherwise we should close LCBO too, I 

think that liquor is more harmful. How about smoking cigarette that should be 

banned too. 

I don't promote any drug, but black market products are more dangerous.  

We have a choice either we have safe product or unsafe product supplied by 

criminals. 

152. I support cannabis stores in Brampton. 

153. I am strongly against selling cannabis in Brampton. 

154. Thank you for your offer to have my say. I have a rotary phone so am using 

this site to respond. 

I am totally against having a shop in Brampton.  

Half the funding might support the police. That means we are already 

expecting to need more support from the police. 

Given that they do not have the staff capabilities to look after the problems 

we already have that is another reason not to increase the problems. 

I am not against cannabis for medical problems, allowed through a doctor’s 

prescription. 

Regarding the gentleman saying there are bottles outside LCBO shops is no 

reason to offer a cannabis shop.  Who knows what you are going to find 

outside a cannabis shop.  You have to be a certain age to buy liquor so 

perhaps those that leave bottles are adults. Did anyone check? 
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I have watched this city go downhill over the years, lack of respect for 

properties and people.  This another reason I am against it. 

When you can get this stuff online why do we need a shop? 

This might not be on topic Mr. Brown but the best thing you can do for this 

City as mayor is to lift it up, give it some self-respect again.  

On telling someone I lived in Brampton I was rewarded with the answer "oh I 

am so sorry for you, can't you move?" 

Don't let Brampton add to its woes please by getting a shop, those that want 

it can order online! 

As a BramptonIan, for the first time I am saying follow Mississauga’s lead. 

155. My family would like to opt out of the Cannabis stores being established in 

Brampton.  I don't want a store in Brampton.   There is opportunity to buy it 

online. 

156. Support a store in Brampton. 

157. Hello Mayor Patrick Brown,

My husband and I have been residents of Brampton for the past 29 

years.  We both oppose the selling of cannabis in local stores. 

As a teacher of the Peel board of Education for 29 years, I do know that brain 

development of young adults continues until the age of 25.  This may be 

confirmed through research, our local health until and the Medical Officer of 

Health.  Also, after working with kids for 29 years, I do believe they will be 

negatively influenced by this.  If you do give them an inch they really will take 

a mile.  

Also, we have traveled extensively around the world.  Contrary to popular 

belief, this is not happening in all places of the world.  We would like to 

remain proud of Brampton, but making the decision to sell in local stores 

would not make us, or many other residents proud of Brampton. 
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In addition, I truly believe that in the future we may actually have to buy or 

pay for fresh air.  Even trying to walk the dog in the a.m. smelling the "smell" 

is not pleasant.  We increased access, it will surely worsen the situation. 

We do understand that for some medical reasons, it is required.  That is fine; 

however, to sell for recreational use is something different.  

We are worried that not everyone who disagrees will voice their opinion.   

158. Mayor Brown, I missed the opportunity to join you on tonight’s conference call 

on the issue of cannabis. 

I believe this issue is close to my heart as I was not in favour of its 

legalization but glad that municipalities were given the choice of its sale. 

We do not know all the ill effects yet.  We are concerned about potential 

increased risks to drivers and as a matter of fact, even as a pedestrian. We 

Bramptonians are already paying hefty insurance rates.  

I appeal to you and all the councillors of the City of Brampton to not allow the 

sale of cannabis in the City of Brampton. 

159. We have been residents of Brampton since 1992. My wife and I are both 

against the idea of having retail cannabis outlets in the City of Brampton. We 

hope the Brampton City Council will vote 'No" at its special meeting on this 

subject on Jan 21, 2019. 

160. 1.  We opt in 

2.  I ask you, is it better to have the black market or to put them out of 

business with a store in Brampton. It takes up to a week to order cannabis 

online so having a store is much more convenient.  Being a plant, it is like 

buying veggies - you want to smell and see it 

3.  Will there be edibles available? 

4.  Being a researcher, I hope we can educate people on the non-addictive 

properties and actual health benefits of cannabis. 

5.  Love the extra funding to get the gang problem more under control! 

161. I am not in favour of allowing a cannabis shop in Brampton.  The one person 

who received a licence in Brampton for a shop has no knowledge of how to 

run such a shop and this type of choosing who should be in charge of such a 

responsibility is quite frankly irresponsible from the commencement. 
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162. I have received the mayor's phone call and am unable to attend.  However, I 

do not wish to have cannabis stores in Brampton. 

163. The black market, guns, gangs and crime related to drugs is rampant in 

Brampton.  The opening of highly regulated retail shops, which may or may 

not even happen, will not make a dent in the amount of drugs being sold.  

Brampton would be extremely foolish to turn down any additional funding for 

policing. Drugs are here to say, whether legally or illegally.  We need every 

dime we can get for policing and public health.   Don’t be foolish and take the 

money! 

164. Hi Patrick! 

Thank you for calling my home about the discussion on whether Brampton 

should have cannabis retail stores.  My answer is YES Brampton should! If 

you want to lessen the amount of street vendors, then having a public place 

for people to purchase legal cannabis is essential. It is safer for the 

consumer, and beneficial to Brampton to have legal tax paying businesses 

distributing, as well as knowledgeable, responsible people running the joint. 

(pun intended). 

Thank you for calling! 

165. Dear Mr. Mayor Brown,  

Thank you for your phone call earlier this evening regarding the sale of 

cannabis in stores in Brampton. Although, my family and I weren't able to 

participate in the call, we would like to share our thoughts with you.  

Prime Minister Trudeau's Liberal government's decision to legalize marijuana 

in Canada, was not one that my family and I supported. We will make our 

displeasure known this fall in the upcoming federal election.  

We emphatically oppose the idea of selling cannabis in stores in Brampton. It 

doesn't matter how the current administration tries to spin it, this is simply a 

money grab for the government (and invested parties) that our community will 

pay the price for. 

Reports have shown: 
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• Levels of THC (mind-altering chemical) in contemporary marijuana is 

several times higher than it once was. 

• Prenatal cannabis exposure is associated with fetal growth restriction 

and learning disabilities. 

• Significant health impacts on youth, including irreversible brain 

damage. 

• Marijuana smokers have an increased risk of cancer and lung disease. 

• Cannabis use can result in psychotic episodes characterized by 

paranoia, delusions, hallucinations. 

• Frequent cannabis use has been associated with an increased risk of 

suicide, depression, anxiety disorders. 

• The THC in cannabis can impair ability to drive 

safely.(http://4mycanada.ca/wp/?page_id=3312) 

For the small percentage of the population that benefit from cannabis for 

medical reasons, it should be purchased in the same manner in which all 

legal drugs are.  

As a family we do not want to see our youth and young adults taking greater 

risks with drugs due to the ease in which they can obtain cannabis. 

Methamphetamine use and deaths associated with it, have reached epidemic 

proportions in Ontario. As a community we must protect our youth, by 

working to ensure safe communities for them to grow and thrive in.  

We have reason to be concerned about the increase of crime and the safety 

of our neighborhoods if cannabis stores come to Brampton.  

On January 21 we expect Brampton city Council to vote "NO" to cannabis 

stores in Brampton and "YES" to safe communities for Brampton families for 

generations to come. 

Thank you for service and time.  

P.s. While the sale of cannabis was the reason for this email; I would also like 

to take the opportunity to say our family does not support the sale of alcohol 

in stores across the province.  
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It's hard to imagine safe roads with individuals high on cannabis and drunk 

on alcohol. Our police services across the province in recent days have 

reported a dismal number of people driving drunk and high.  On a daily basis 

in the GTA we hear reports of pedestrians being hit. And now we're not only 

talking about making cannabis widely available, but alcohol too?! 

166. Hello, I am opting-out for many reasons but listening to the phone cast I had 

this question:  

Why are we not putting more money in law enforcement stopping the black 

market? 

We have not succeeded in stopping cannabis sales in the black market and 

the illegal crimes associated with it, such as driving under the influence of 

narcotics. I do not want my tax money to be further put on something which 

we cannot stop as we speak. Therefore I do not feel safe and comfortable 

with having a store and am opting-out for a safer and better Brampton. 

Also have a family of young children and do not wish to have them further 

exposed to such products.  

167. I have never been a user of cannabis and I have been, and will always be, 

against illegal narcotics but I support a retail outlet in Brampton due to the 

financial and safety benefits.  The way I see it, people are going to buy it 

regardless so I’d rather they buy it legally and not from some thug in my 

neighbourhood who may be carrying a weapon.  Also we will get financing for 

police and other services that are badly needed to tackle our terrible crime 

problem. 

168. Mayor and Council for the City of Brampton: 

I am not a drug user or a drinker period, this is by chise.  I worked for the 

Ministry of Correctional Services for many years and my own observation is 

close to 50% of people incarcerated in Ontario are there because of alcohol. 

Yet here we are now with beer and wine in most grocery stores. Is this not 

promoting drinking to young Canadians? 

If we have a proper store fronts instead of the backrooms and street vendors 

is this not safer and easier to control? I find to many people I talk to against a 
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store front really have no idea about pot yet support alcohol in the corner 

store so it is easier access for them!!    

169. To Brampton councilors: 

I am tired of listening to people, including some Brampton councillors, who 

want to ban retail cannabis stores in Brampton, thus favouring the illegal 

black market with no control over product quality and no tax revenue for the 

community. If they extended their logic to other products, these same people 

would ban LCBO and Beer Store outlets and we would all be buying alcohol 

from bootleggers or having to drive to other communities to make purchases. 

Cannabis is legal in Canada now. Let’s adapt to this reality and move forward 

in a common-sense manner. 

I have witnessed no degradation in our society since last Oct. 17. I have not 

seen people sitting in cars on my street smoking marijuana and disturbing 

residents as one caller ludicrously claimed during the phone-in on Jan. 14. 

The sky has not fallen, and it will not fall if a store is opened in Brampton to 

sell cannabis products. The product will have been inspected. Purchasers will 

have to be of legal age and show identification. The community will bank tax 

money. Some jobs will have been created. There will be one less pusher 

selling uninspected and untaxed marijuana to teenagers behind a school at 

night. 

Progress is not achieved by banning legal products and services. 

170. Dear Mayor Brown, 

I received your voicemail message inviting me to participate in the Telephone 

Townhall this evening. Unfortunately I picked up the message at 8:15 p.m. 

I am writing to let you know that I DO NOT support retail cannabis stores in 

Brampton.  

Brampton has a very high level of crime at this time and I believe that 

allowing a retail cannabis store in Brampton is simply inviting more trouble 

and crime. Supporters will likely state that there is no proof that a retail 

cannabis store will increase crime in Brampton - I agree. However there is 

also no proof that it will not. Until it can be determined that these stores do 
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not bring trouble I think Brampton should be cautious and wait to see how 

these stores work in other cities first. No doubt we will lose some revenue but 

the cost of dealing with the potential problems that may arise makes it not 

worth it. I note that Mississauga, which has a much lower crime rate, has 

decided not to permit these stores, which means any store in Brampton will 

also be servicing users from Mississauga.  

Thank you for the call - it was the only way I became aware of the discussion 

taking place on this issue. Please ensure that calls go out to at least 80% of 

the Brampton residents. Only by giving as many citizens as possible the 

opportunity to participate in this debate will you get an idea of what the 

majority of residents think. Since these stores will affect all the residents I 

believe we should all be given a chance for input. I am so tired of politicians 

involving a small number of residents in their surveys and then claiming a 

majority opinion. 

171. Dear Mr Mayor, 

I write to advise that I DO NOT support retail cannabis store in Brampton. 

172. Good evening, 

I was listening on line during the Townhall. Some very good observations 

were made.  

What's more important: tax money for the police department or protecting our 

youths and the population at large? Still too many drunk drivers on our roads. 

Let's not compound the problem with drivers purchasing cannabis in our city.  

The money will be used to train officers, buy equipment etc. How many 

officers will actually be in cruisers catching the abusers/law breakers?  

How about car insurance premiums? Our rates are the highest in the 

province. Enough is enough. 

Whereever a store is situated, youths will have access through older friends. 

The medical establishment is over burdened as it is. It is costly to put 

someone through detox. I am not a user. Users can order on-line. That 

should be more than sufficient. 
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I really do not see any benefits to having a store in Brampton. 

173. We do not want Cannabis retail stores in Brampton 

174. Hi Mayor Brown, 

My family and I moved from Toronto to Brampton about 11 years ago after 

living in Toronto for over 20+ years, spending most of my youth and adult life 

all over the streets of Toronto. The reason why we chose Brampton to be our 

new home was for the family friendly neighbourhoods and absence of what 

were once illegal drugs commonly found in the streets of Toronto which I 

have witness first hand to have devastated and destroyed many families and 

lives. Therefore, I hope that Brampton remains drug-free and does not 

support the Cannabis movement by opening Cannabis shops in Brampton. 

175. Opt out 

Opt out 

Opt out 

Save our youth, help reduce crime. 

176. No I don’t want them in Brampton. 

177. No to retail stores in Brampton 

178. I do not want any Cannabis stores in Brampton. It is not in my interest to 

have any Cannabis or related drugs in Brampton or Peel region.  I am a 

resident of Brampton and I want my area safe, free of drugs. 

179. I do not want to have cannabis being sold in stores in Brampton.  I am a 

resident of Brampton.   

180. I attended the telephone Townhall meeting with Mayor Mr Patrick Brown. 

Thank you for your invitation to join the call, however, I did not get a chance 

to ask a question or express my concern. 

Literally I am very much concerned about the safety and health of the 

community. 

Traffic crimes will increase - Not sure how far the Peel Police is prepared to 

tackle this problem 

Addiction - It will increase the burden on the health department 
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Overdose - burden on the health department 

Robbery, Burglary and other violence will increase - this will increase the 

burden on the police. 

I do understand that legalization is not in the hands of the City, however, the 

City will have to face the after effects of it.  

My concerns are  

 - How far the city is prepared to deal with the ill effects and the additional 

burdens of the legalization 

- Could the city assure that there will not be any additional tax burden on the 

residents 

181. I am not in favor of having Cannabis sold in retail stores in Brampton. 

Consumption of drugs has now come to the level of school and even if school 

authorities or peel region wishes, they could not control those kids. Adding 

Cannabis to be sold at retail stores will do nothing but give encouragement to 

such young kids who doesn't know it's long term and side effects. We surely 

don't want such future of this developed and developing nation. 

182. I was on the town hall call last night and wanted to give input via email. 

Having never been a user, I am looking at this strictly as a business decision 

for the city and a resident. 

Many people have opinions about smoking and driving, think it will bring more 

crime to the city. Reality is those things exist whether we have a store or not.  

Drinking and driving, texting and driving and smoking and driving will always 

be concerns whether we have a store here in Brampton or not. 

How different is a Cannabis store vs a LCBO?  Really there isn’t much 

difference from the negative sides.  However, it is a positive business move, 

it brings revenue into the city which currently is going to Alberta if you buy on 

line, it adds a measure of control around quality which is not there right now if 

you buy on the street and it creates in influx of money for additional policing.  

I really don’t see how we can choose to NOT do this given the benefits to the 

city as a whole.   

I am hoping council votes to opt in to this endeavour. 
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183. Thank you, Mayor Patrick Brown for the phone call.  

I do not want cannabis stores / sales in Brampton 

184. Op-In for Cannabis Stores, please 

185. My wife and I are long time residents. We approve of Brampton opting IN to 

the plan for a retail store in Brampton in order to get the funds needed to help 

protect our community. The store should be inspected for compliance 

frequently, and not near any minors.  

186. Dear Mayor 

My family and I want to congratulate you as our new Mayer 

Having 3 children I would say NO to Cannabis retail stores in Brampton 

Thank you very much for asking our opinion. 

187. Pro cannabis store

188. I am against having cannabis retail stores in Brampton. I received a call from 

Mayor Brown yesterday, but was unable to stay on the phone. I do not have a 

computer, so I called 311 to have them send this email so my concerns can 

be noted.   

189. Do not want a store in Brampton.  Too many people will resort to cannabis 

just for trying something different without legitimate reason and we have 

enough crime in Brampton. 

190. Request to have cannabis store out of Brampton   

191. No to Cannabis stores in Brampton. 

192. I have compiled a list of reasons to allow pot shops in Brampton: 

Brampton needs more revenue streams- Markham, Richmond hill and 

Mississauga have denied cannabis stores making Brampton’s sales a step 

ahead before we even start. 

We can use this new revenue to bring needed money into our city to fund the 

failed light rail transit, the fight against crime and more importantly to help 

bring Brampton a needed hospital and a university. 
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Cannabis will put our city on the map and people interested in cannabis will 

buy our product as well as eat at our restaurants and shop at our malls.  

When you have a product in demand with no competition it will increase 

many other industries by default. 

I am not a cannabis user and don’t plan on it.  I’m also not a user of alcohol 

and I would strongly fight to keep alcohol in our stores.  I believe that the 

people should have their own choice. 

I have friends and family that use cannabis for recreational and self 

medicating reasons.  These people are all honest and hard working people 

like everyone in this room.  Cannabis has a bad stigma around it that it is a 

lower class drug when in fact the medical community would choose it over 

other legal substances like opioids and other habit forming pain killers 

My last and final point, Brampton already has too much crime as is.  People 

who use cannabis will continue to use cannabis regardless of it not being 

sold in stores in Brampton.  Right now the only location to buy cannabis in 

stores is Toronto.  No one will drive or commute to Toronto for a 15 dollar 

product.  Not allowing cannabis in stores will create a black market in peel.  

By not allowing cannabis stores you will be increasing crime and not 

decreasing. 

Worst of all creating a black market which is not regulated nor safe will not 

bring any revenue to the citizens of Brampton. 
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193. Dear Mr Brown; 

Just wanted to commend you and council for the use of this townhall to 

garner opinion from your constituents. Seems that you have enhanced the 

technology available in Brampton in short order. Unfortunately I was only 

invited halfway thru and missed how to pose a question. Perhaps that can be 

fixed for the next townhall. 

First, I support the view that Brampton should permit cannabis sales in our 

city. I believe that by permitting this we should be in a better position to 

control the sales and enforce responsible sales. Opting out further increases 

the likelihood that illegal cannabis supplies are consumed in Brampton. As 

our federal government has already made consumption legal, it is up to the 

provinces and cities to control the use. Are we not better to control the devil 

we know rather than the devil we don't so to speak? 

I would hope Brampton can make its use in any public spaces (sidewalks, 

school grounds, university/college residences, parks etc) illegal.  Opting out 

of the process it seems has few benefits and seemed to be a paranoid 

reaction or confused with the opinion that it should have been legalized at all. 

Now my questions that I would have asked: 

i. can you provide me with the opinion on this matter by our police 

department, fire department, health department and our business 

development department and bylaw/zoning teams 

ii. how much provincial funding will be granted and will this cover costs 

Brampton will incur 

iii. why should provincial funding be shared with the region, given that a 

large component of the region has opted out. This policing money it 

seems should be directed for policing in Brampton, held separate from 

regional funding. 

iv. how will approved locations be zoned, I don't approve an operation in 

any residential neighborhood or within 1K of residential 

neighborhoods. 

Again thanks for holding the meeting. 

I appreciate the opportunity to make my views known and be considered. 
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194. I would like to encourage council to vote in favour of allowing cannabis stores 

in our city. We could really benefit from the added revenue and employment 

opportunities.  

I am a teacher and mother and resident of Bramalea. I am incredibly 

disappointed in Charmaine Williams' (my city councilor) war against 

cannabis. Had I known she was going to spearhead this fear-mongering 

campaign, I would have voted for somebody else.  

Thank you for taking the time to consult the citizens of Brampton on this 

issue. 

195. HI there, as a resident of Brampton, I would like to have a full store in 

Brampton.  it is a great business opportunity for us as we need the revenue. 

196. As a voter and citizen of Brampton I just wanted to quickly voice my support 

for allowing cannabis retail locations to operate in Brampton. I think it's an 

incredible opportunity for business and our community as a whole. It will 

decrease crime, according to CAMH, and that is something our city 

desperately needs. Right now, if pot is bought illegally, there's a good chance 

the money is being fueled in to more serious illegal activity such as hard 

drugs (a huge problem in the city, which access to legal cannabis can also 

help curb), whereas if it were being bought in legal shops, the money would 

be fueled back in to our local economy. Cannabis is a booming industry and 

trying to turn away from these kinds of profits for what is morally equivalent to 

the LCBO and Beer Stores, both of which are abundant, would be foolish and 

short sighted. 

197. We received Mayor Brown’s call re the phone townhall but unfortunately were 

not home to participate. So I am sending you this email to voice our opinion.  

My husband and I would like to put in our vote to you to say NO to cannabis 

stores in Brampton.  We strongly believe, legal or not, the issues related to 

selling cannabis will jeopardize our community and are not in the public 

interest for the citizens of Brampton.  We believe having stores in Brampton 

will bring additional safety issues into our community and we have enough of 

that already without adding another compounding issue.  Having lived in 

Brampton for 25 plus years we have seen the city go through many changes.  

Crime is already at a high. This is not another issue we need.  We want 
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Brampton to be a family friendly, safe place to live. In our opinion having 

cannabis stores will go against that basic principle.  

We urge Mayor Brown and our City councilors to vote NO to having cannabis 

stores in Brampton! 

198. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to be part of this survey. I am 

opposing to have a retail cannabis store in the City of Brampton. As a 

resident of Brampton with three growing children, I know that this would not 

be healthy for them. 

Let's keep our city peaceful. 

199. No to Cannabis retail store in Brampton 

200. have been living in Brampton since 1978.  My family and I absolutely do not 

want retail stores selling cannabis in Brampton.  We have, as it is, too many 

accidents and a growing number of incidents of violence in our city. 

We voted for Patrick Brown to be our mayor and I hope he does keep our city 

free from retailers selling cannabis. 

Thank you for giving me the chance to voice my opinion. 

201. 1) There is a significant difference CBD oil versus cannabis in terms of 

effectiveness on the user and the effect on the environment in which they are 

used. Any rules made by the city should reflect this, even if only low dose 

CBD is legal at this time? 

2) Some people are very sensitive to the smell of Cannabis. [Personally, I 

can smell it across the street from a closed house.] So the location of stores 

is a major issue. I doubt that the city would have any standing to say ‘yes’ to 

stores, but limit their locations. By-laws may be made, but I think they would 

be overturned to any challenge (other than perhaps relative distance to 

elementary schools). My concern is that there will obviously be increased air 

pollution, litter and driving risk around these locations [which I am basing on 

personal experience] 

3) It is known that illegal cannabis dispensaries have higher than average 

robbery incidents. Does the city have any expectations as to the increase in 
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theft at and/or near these stores? Brampton is already experiencing notable 

increases in property theft. 

4) If the decision is made to allow stores, what processes will be in place to 

address neighbourhood complaints? Even apart from the dislike of the 

product, if the store has a detrimental effect on noise, traffic, etc. what can be 

done beyond normal processes. Because bars, as a comparison, are 

probably worst from midnight to 2:00am, but I would imagine that a 

dispensary have more and wider windows of excess. 

202. I am opposed to having a retail Cannabis Store in the City of Brampton. 

203. Just giving my two sense, I do think a cannabis store would be a asset in 

Brampton since its legal now. I am not into the drugs. But I do think those that 

are they should have a place where they can buy that is safe place and 

controlled my government. Compare to buying it off the street from drug 

deals. I do have two sons that are still young I do hope they would not get 

into it but if they do want to try I rather they have a place to buy from instead 

of the streets that you don't know what you are getting.  Also the government 

would have asset from it instead of drug dealers getting rich. There is already 

lots on people making illegally money not paying the taxes like the working 

class people this might help a little with that. 

204. We are seniors living in Brampton for 42 years. WE DO NOT WANT ANY 

MARIJUANA drug shops to open up anywhere in Brampton. How can we 

stop this? We do not see anywhere to vote against it and we are not well 

enough to visit a live event in Brampton. Both my wife and I have never 

smoked, never taken any recreational drugs, no alcohol in over 35 years and 

we like it. We do not want this **EVIL** to come into our city even if the top 

politicians state that it will help to prevent selling drugs by criminals. That's 

ridiculous!   

205. Thank you so much for asking our opinion on whether to open cannabis 

stores in Brampton.  This is to let you know that we would strongly prefer to 

opt out of opening of the retail cannabis stores in our city.  We know that in 

the end you will do what is right for city of Brampton but would like to let you 

know where we stand on this issue. 
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206. This is in response to Patrick Brown's call Jan. 14/19.  Opening cannabis 

stores in Brampton is not the solution to the many deaths and accidents 

caused by drunk driving. 

You should open up centres to educate these helpless and hopeless people 

against drugs and alcohol consumption.  It’s very sad to see these young 

people wasting their life away with drugs and alcohol which are so readily 

available to them, opening up stores is encouraging their consumption which 

they think is the right thing to do, in addition to sending up Insurance and 

hospital bills. 

Hope my message gets through to you. 

207. NO CANNABIS IN BRAMPTON. 

208. We really appreciate that the City and you as the mayor have made a real 

effort to consult with the citizens of Brampton on this issue. My comments 

are: 

1. The Liberals acted illegally: Just weeks ago in December 2018, the 

International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) concluded their 123rd 

session in Vienna, Austria. High up on the agenda was the recent 

legalization of so-called "recreational cannabis" in Canada. The INCB, 

along with other international bodies and partners, have resoundingly 

denounced the Trudeau government for blatantly violating its treaty 

obligations. Under three UN treaties ( 1961 Single Convention on 

Narcotic Drugs, the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 

and the 1988 Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances.) , nations across the globe (including 

Canada) have agreed to protect their citizens - and all mankind - from 

the social, economic, and physical harms posed by Schedule 1 illicit 

drugs like cocaine, opium, heroin, and cannabis. The non-medical (i.e. 

recreational) production, distribution, and sale of these drugs is strictly 

illegal, according to the treaties, while bona fide medical uses are 

permitted. Treaty signatories, like Canada, are supposed to be 

"concerned with the health and welfare of mankind...recognizing that 

addiction to narcotic drugs constitutes a serious evil for the individual 

and is fraught with social and economic danger to mankind..." (Single 

Convention on Narcotic Drugs). Yet, heedless of this danger and 

Canada's promises and commitments,  the Liberal government - under 
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Justin Trudeau's leadership - has legalized, normalized, and taken its 

cut in the production, trade, and distribution of cannabis. 

2. No Rigorous health studies or approvals; Personally, I have no issue 

with medicinal use of cannabis. I am not sure there have been any 

conclusive truly scientific studies but we believe that like any other 

natural remedy or drug, there is going to be a segment of the 

population who will benefit from careful, controlled use. However, 

approving it for recreational use is a huge other step. Where are the 

FDA  or Health Canada studies for all other new drugs which take 10 

years or so  to be approved. There are none. IF we are honest, we 

have legal pot because a part time teacher/ski instructor made an 

election campaign promise. It was pushed through quickly for no other 

reason instead of being studied over a period of several years.  

3. DO NO HARM: There is an obligation for doctors specifically but for all 

of us to " do no harm". Alcohol as a recreational type of drug is abused 

by 30% of the population. Why would we want to  unleash another 

addictive substance and almost certainly cause harm to a segment of 

the population who are vulnerable to additive substances. Secondly, I 

am concerned for our youth. The detrimental affects of pot on the brain 

growth and development on youth under 25 has been well 

documented. As a society, we were discouraging pot use by law. Now, 

the Liberals are saying it is OK with the only real restriction being age. 

It only makes sense that this will cause more youth who might not 

partake because of legal inhibitions to now start using pot. This is 

bound to have all sorts of unintended but foreseeable bad 

consequences for our youth. 

4. Liberal reasoning debunked: The main reason that this govt has 

provided for legalizing the recreational use  of cannabis  is "To ensure 

that we keep marijuana out of the hands of children, and the profits out 

of the hands of criminals, we will legalize, ... marijuana." There is no 

proof that legalization will do either goal. In fact, it is only common 

sense that it will not keep it out of the hands of children but will 

encourage it. We all know that it is readily available illegally in high 

schools but it does not make any sense that by making it available in 

corner stores it is going to make it less accessible and reduce 

consumption. Secondly, experience in other places like Colorado has 
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debunked the theory that the black market will disappear. Finally, 

government greed in over taxing and strict regulations on sales will 

encourage and sustain the black market. The other reason that they 

have unleashed recreational pot is that the war on drugs has not been 

successful. In my view, winning the fight against drugs is a goal but 

losing is no reason to stop fighting for what is right for the protection of 

our society. Rolling over and giving up the fight is a cowards way out. 

Our society may never win the war against drugs but fighting against 

the spread of its use is bound to stop the addiction, reduced 

successful life outcomes or death of some youth or vulnerable 

members of our society.  

5. Brampton as a Pot Destination: Our closest neighbor, Mississauga,  

has decided that they will not allow cannabis stores in their city limits 

and others have or will likely follow suit.  The practical result of 

allowing stores in Brampton, is that we will be attracting pot and other 

drug users from a wider geographical area to come to our city to buy 

and use pot. That would have some bad consequences for the people 

of Brampton. From the local discussions, the only people who seem to 

be in favor of allowing the opening of pot stores in Brampton are ones 

that will benefit financially.   

In summary, I am against the legalization of cannabis stores in Brampton. 

The Liberals have unleashed a scourge on our society by legalizing the 

recreational use of a harmful substance. However, we have a choice to either 

to allow the spread of its use or to use the power we have to limit accessibility 

by not allowing private corner pot stores in our fair City. Please vote to not 

allow cannabis stores in Brampton and do not be tempted by the " blood " tax 

money it might generate. Thanks for taking the time to read my opinion. 

209. Hello Hon. Mayor Pat Brown: 

I believe the residents of City of Brampton deserve a much better way of 

living. The revenues from the sale could be enormous but for a price. 

Hence, City of Brampton should opt out of this issue. 
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210. If someone is going to use cannabis they will get it one way or another. I 

don't personally use cannabis but may consider it in the future for medical 

reasons and would definitely prefer to go to a store where I can be assured it 

is regulated. 

I have had this conversation with friends and adult children and the majority 

would prefer to go to a retail store where cannabis is regulated as opposed to 

buying it through the underground economy.  

Until retail stores are in the community they have said they will continue to 

purchase through a trusted source which is usually from a friend who gets it 

from their friend etc.but my concern is down the line there may not be a 

trusted source. 

Most prefer not to do the mail order option. 

Alcohol and cigarettes are legal and available in stores. Cannabis should be 

sold and considered in the same manner or else the underground economy 

will continue.   

Go the safer route.  

211. Hello, I am a long time resident (38 years) of Brampton and I live in Ward 2.   

I wanted to write you a quick email expressing my support for Brampton to 

opening up Store Front Cannabis Shops.  It is my understanding that a 

number of other municipalities are moving away from supporting storefront 

cannabis shops.  I think this should be viewed as an opportunity for Brampton 

to differentiate itself from other surrounding areas.  This also gives us a 

chance for better economic opportunities and to support entrepreneurs in our 

community.  People from other communities may also choose to shop in 

Brampton if we are one of few Municipalities to allow the sale of Cannabis in 

actual stores.  Regardless of what some people's views may be of Cannabis, 

the reality is that it will become a social norm in society within years.  There 

are clearly many users (based on sales at the Ontario Cannabis Store) and I 

m sure there are many users in Brampton.  For far too long now, marijuana 

use has been stigmatized, and unfairly so.  This is a chance for Brampton to 

say that it is a progressive city and an accepting city.  I hope you will take this 

opinion into account when considering whether or not to allow Brampton to 
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operate store front Cannabis Stores.  You should also note that many other 

people share this opinion but often times do not write to politicians to voice 

their opinions.  Those that are opposed to something, usually do. 

Thank you so much for your time and consideration, 

212. I DO NOT support retail cannabis store in the City of Brampton. 

213. Mr. Mayor P. Brown, 

I do not support and totally oppose the City of Brampton allowing cannabis 

retail stores in Brampton. 

I vote for a city to be different from the norm; one that displays character and 

wisdom throughout its diverse functionalities. 

The sale of cannabis in our City denotes the careless ease in which the City 

runs it, catapulting it into disaster, regardless of its intensity. 

Let's run this City with a heart and not so much with a business-opportunity 

mindset , no matter at what cost. 

P.S.  Thank you for the opportunity to cast my vote prior to the City's resolve. 

214. Cannabis stores should not be allowed in Brampton. 

215. I am writing to say no to cannabis stores in Brampton. There are enough 

drunk drivers on the road and Brampton doesn't need anything like this to 

make the roads worse. We have the highest insurance rates and why should 

the good drivers pay for other people stupidity. It's a choice and people aren’t 

getting the message nor listening before they get behind the wheel and 

cannabis ain't going to help.. Why this was ever legalized I will never know 

oh, I do know so Trudeau can get the younger votes. 

Again I voice to say no to cannabis. 

216. Yes Brampton should have cannabis stores. The revenue from the retail tax, 

rent, jobs, etc. 
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This money could be put to revitalizing downtown, programs for youth, 

affordable housing bring down property taxes. Have the store in the industrial 

area such as Van Kirk 

Be a leader Brampton YES 

217. I am writing this email to say that I don't want a retail cannabis store in the 

City of Brampton. 

218. Let it be..yes to cannabis sales in Brampton.  Not for me but for the future 

residents. Think about the future. Be a leader not a follower. 

219. Councillors: 

I would like to express my support for allowing cannabis retail locations within 

Brampton. As a resident of Brampton for nearly 40 years I'm proud to have 

witnessed the transformation of this wonderful city over that period of time. I 

see these cannabis retail locations as yet another positive change to our 

ever-growing community. As a father of two young adults I struggle to think of 

one negative aspect to having a secure, safe and clean location in which to 

purchase cannabis. Is cannabis good for children? I don't think so but neither 

is alcohol, tobacco, gambling etc. and all those goods/services are currently 

sold in a controlled environment. Many people will express the financial befits 

Brampton will receive from these cannabis retail locations but I prefer to 

focus on safety. I don't want anyone I know buying cannabis from a shady 

character in a dark alley, especially when Brampton has the opportunity to 

ensure that doesn't happen. 

Don't foster the black market. Keep cannabis out of the hands of children. 

Don't let fear and misinformation guide your decision. Make the right choice, 

the only choice! Vote yes to cannabis retail locations in Brampton. 

220. You wanted to hear from people in Brampton on what they think about having 

shops in our city now people can apply for the lottery to open stores. Well 

here is mine. 

I’m a cannabis user and have been for a few years and have a medical 

license. It has helped me out with my anxiety and panic attacks. Also it helps 

me sleep at night. The drugs the Doctor use to give me to sleep made me a 

zombie in the morning and for about 2-3 hours after. Marijuana doesn’t. My 

meds for my anxiety and panic attacks, I use mush less of and I feel great. 
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Again most medications make you feel drowsy, your mind is clouded. 

Marijuana doesn’t for me.  I’m responsible when I do take it and don’t drive. 

I’m at home and don’t go out. 

We, as it is legal should be able to purchase it. If we can get stores here that 

would be great. It is revenue for us and goes back into the community. If 

Brampton can have the LCBO and beer stores all over, then why can’t we 

have marijuana stores. Marijuana is proving to have health benefits for 

mental and physical issues. Alcohol or cigarettes don’t but we have stores all 

over.  

Lets concern ourselves with the growing crime, horrible drivers that causes 

the Brampton people a great deal of money for insurance and the growing 

traffic problem (congestion).  This should be a concern of ours, not about 

something that is perfectly legal. 

221. Please say NO to Pot shops in Brampton.    

I wish there was a survey by city to all residents and take a secession 

accordingly 

222. I strongly oppose having legal cannabis stores in Brampton.  I think Brampton 

should wait and gather details from those municipalities who are opting to 

use these sights, and see what problems are encountered.  Then Brampton 

can revisit and make a truly informed decision.     

223. I say no on retail cannabis stores. 

224. No. 

225. Your Excellency Mayor Patrick Brown  

Hi Patrick, I am happy for your plans to make Brampton great. Your message 

to keep Brampton safe during your inauguration continually echoes in my 

ears. I and my team in the community lean our support to your administration 

through forums and discussions on healthy and peaceful living. In my 

opinion, Please you and your council should not vote for Cannabis stores in 

Brampton in your next meeting, coming up soon, despite the economic gain. 

For the sake of our youths and families, please do your best to keep these 

stores away from Brampton. The danger of these Cannabis stores in the 

community irrespective of where it is situated may out-weigh the profit now or 
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later. Thanks for your observation on other issues during your meeting and 

your Brampton peaceful smile in your group photo. 

226. I’m not support cannabis store in Brampton area.  

227. I’m not support cannabis store in Brampton area. 

228. Just sending in my say in the topic of if we the city of Brampton should have 

stores in the area selling cannabis products. Since I know city counsel will be 

voting on this soon.  

First off I believe cannabis is a legal substance. I am correct. It once was 

already years ago before big Pharma decided to scare people away from it 

then make it illegal.  

The same happened with liquor which is now sold in many stores throughout 

Brampton.  

Lets start by saying as adults we should get to choose if we want to buy such 

products as mentioned above we have the choice to buy or not buy it, this 

should be and always should of been our right as humans. Politics and rights 

tend to get mixed into our lives time after time.  

Cannabis is legal now so what message does that send to people if we can't 

even have it in our home town.  

I believe the message is control of the human race that's what I believe.  

It's time we the people are allowed our freedom of choice for things like this 

and those opposed hinder our freedoms.  

I am for having them for anyone at the proper age just like drinking liquor 

should have the right and availability in each city. If you want to ban only the 

cannabis stores then we should also ban all liquor stores and if you do ban 

the cannabis stores us people of Brampton should have every right to sue 

this Great city based on discrimination of a substance use. Alcohol verses 

cannabis. I wonder how that would pan out in our courts of freedom of rights.  

Just my thoughts.  
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In no way does my thoughts in this subject mean I use either substance but 

feel for the fairness to all.  

229. Categorically No, not in Brampton. The negative social impact far outweighs 

the economic gains. 

230. I’m a Brampton resident and I’m against cannabis stores.   

231. Dear Mayor: 

Please no Cannabis on our neighborhood. 

232. As a resident of Brampton. I am in favour of Brampton cannabis stores. 

233. Not sure if you're still taking opinion pieces. I would like to give my opinion 

that Brampton should opt-in to cannabis stores. Personally I have no 

intention of using cannabis, but I'm a strong supporter of logical legislation. 

Having the one or two stores offered by the government would bring revenue 

into our city, especially now that most neighbouring cities have opted out. 

Furthermore, most of the arguments against stores are fear-mongering based 

(e.g. "there will be a pot shop on every corner!") and driven on a false 

mindset that opting out will a) keep legal cannabis out of Brampton 

completely and b) will keep cannabis away from children; two sentiments 

which are proven to be untrue. I understand that legal stores will make it 

harder on illegal dealers, that cannabis consumption for adults is legal 

regardless of the Brampton vote, and that children are not allowed inside 

legal stores. To ignore these facts is detrimental to making a sound decision 

on the matter.  

I wish you luck in coming to the best, most logical decision, for the city of 

Brampton. 

234. I am a 53 year old adult homeowner who has lived in Brampton for 31 years.  

While I have not personally use cannabis since my teen years, I know many 

people of all ages that do use it in various forms, and my spouse and I both 

believe that Brampton will certainly benefit from having cannabis stores 

throughout the city.  We agree that they should not be located within walking 

distance of schools, and a strict age of majority screening for purchasing 

cannabis should be adhered to by store merchants, as does the LCBO.  But 

let's face it, if people want it, they can get - anywhere! 
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We personally feel that pot smokers are much more tame than the already 

legal alcohol consumers.  Have you ever been to a party in your younger 

years when the beer has ran out at the end of the night and certain people 

become downright angry and physically abusive?  Well, in our experience, 

pot users do not react in a violent manner when the weed has run out. They 

are just bummed out a bit, not frantic to have more.  We would much rather 

be at a gathering of pot smokers than a gathering of people drinking alcohol!  

Please consider all facts in favour of opening cannabis stores in Brampton.  

It's not as scary as people think.  Let's end the stigma and let Bampton reap 

the rewards.   

235. Dear Mayor Patrick Brown, 

This email is in response to your telephone call and I wish that we OPT OUT 

of cannabis being sold in Brampton. 

236. This is to Brampton City Council.  Do the right now and allow brick and 

mortar cannabis stores.  To do otherwise is missing out on a lot of money.  

That and the black market (the thing legalization is supposed to be getting 

ride of) will continue to thrive. 

237. I would like to voice her opinion. Although I am in favor of medical marijuana, 

we should opt out of having private recreational retailers in Brampton. There 

are studies conducted on teenagers which show that cannabis has negative 

effects on mental health, and other concerns include:  

1. Impaired driving  

2. Greater accessibility to cannabis for youngsters 

3. It is a gateway drug to hard drugs and this can lead to other social 

issues  

I believe the less accessible it is, the better off we are in Brampton. 

238. I missed the call the other night but would like to express my opinion. 

I have been a Brampton resident for 28 years and am also a long-time 

cannabis smoker. 

I support Storefront shops selling cannabis in Brampton.  I would actually 

look forward to that. 

It would make it unnecessary to buy “off the street” through black market. 
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So far the prices through Ontario Cannabis Store are ridiculously expensive, 

but hopefully that will change when some common sense is applied. 

I also hope people will be able to grow a few plants in their backyard 

gardens.  This is the best option because then the product is actually free. 

My opinion is that 4 plants is not enough to create a year’s supply of 

cannabis considering Canada only has one growing season from May to 

October. 

At least 6 would be better. 

239. I was not able to make it to the in person surveys to have my say about 

Brampton allowing cannabis retail stores.  

I wanted to opt in to ALLOW Brampton to have private retail stores. Please 

let me know if there is a specific website or place where I can do this since I 

have missed most surveys and seminars.  

240. Please do not have stores in Brampton. Cannabis use causes harm to the 

individual and to innocent people. Brampton doesn't want to be party to it. It 

seems to be more about money than the welfare of people.  

241. Councillor Williams, like it or not, weed is now legal. Treat it as such. 

Brampton has suffered from a lack of exciting new city planning for years 

(see our downtown), so preventing new businesses from opening up would 

further slow down Brampton's economical growth. Keep your personal 

feelings off to the side and open your mind.  

242. Mayor Brown and Ward 7 councilor Williams, 

I want to express my full support for allowing marijuana retail shops to 

operate in Brampton. 

I've lived in this city almost my entire life, and one of the biggest 

shortcomings I've seen has always been a short-sighted catering to so-called 

NIMBYs and house developers over industry, commercial interests and local 

entrepreneurs. Often with deeply regrettable results (like rejecting provincial 

funding for an LRT). 
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So when it comes to this important cross-roads of history, don't be on the 

wrong side like so many councils of the past. 

Allow our entrepreneurs to set up and operate legal marijuana shops in 

Brampton. It will bring jobs, encourage tourism and despite what the "other 

side" will say, make it safer for everyone. 

Because let's not kid ourselves - people in Brampton _will_ buy, and use, 

marijuana; you'll just determine from whom: legal shops run by entrepreneurs 

creating jobs and industry for our city? Or the criminals of the black market? 

Your decision. But voting against legal shops is little more than support for 

criminals and black market drug dealers (who aren't going to discriminate 

against who they can sell to). 

Our kids, community and people deserve better. This city deserves better! 

Yes to marijuana shops. 

243. Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing you to express my support for bringing legal retail cannabis 

stores to Brampton. 

I am a Brampton resident and I suffer from Fibromyalgia/chronic pain. I have 

been waiting a very long time to obtain legal medical marijuana in my 

community. I believe that because cannabis is now legal, we should be 

allowing at least one retail outlet in Brampton. 

If you opt out of having cannabis in Brampton, I will simply drive to the next 

closest borough to obtain it. I'm sure Mississauga or Toronto will be happy to 

benefit from my tax dollars, a benefit that Brampton badly needs to support 

its growing population and infrastructure. 

244. Dear Mr. Mayor, 

Thank you for your phone call about this unwanted subject or matter. 

The City of Brampton should under no circumstances allow the sale of 

cannabis. We have already enough problems in the city without adding some.
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245. Hello, thank you for your time to open this email. Psychiatrists have tried to 

treat me with psychiatric pharmaceuticals for over 5 years for a serious 

mental health condition that started over 10 years ago and microdosing 

cannabis is the only treatment that has helped. They have tried over 7 types 

of pharmaceuticals on me. I was able to get off medication and my 

withdrawals lasted one month with constant puking nausea anxiety agitation 

migraines and paranoia. I am not comfortable buying cannabis from an 

unsafe source or waiting for shwag from the government or cannabis with 

pesticides or waiting weeks for a non effective rip off cbd tincture or giving $ 

to corporations like shoppers who have had no development in the art of 

healing just science and my need of medicine makes it impossible for sick 

people like myself to wait.  

More about my condition I have (mental conditions) and this started when I 

was 17. I have been hospitalized for long stays over 5 times. Meanwhile this 

debate over who should have the rights to distribute should be trivial because 

in the meantime people are suffering without the plant and the black market 

pricing is unrealistic for millennials like myself not to mention no consistent 

quality control and lately I have been sick from the fertilizers and pesticides. 

Look at the dispensaries from BC, how they do it. I am waiting for my 

appointment from tcn in Brampton and I know exactly what I need but I can’t 

find it in this town and I’m afraid that this supply will be a. Extremely 

expensive and b. Weak in quality. I am also with a psychologist, nurse 

waiting for psychiatrist appointment and mental health worker. Our brain has 

cannabinoid receptors and when my brain doesn’t get the cannabinoids I get 

sick. This is from genetic preset and when I didn’t get cannabis treatment 

early enough in my life and used other things like alcohol to dissipate the 

psychotic symptoms and all of the self hatred and guilt you experience. It 

sucks being sick all the time if I can’t get good medicine. On a bad day I’m 

manic psychotic self harm hearing voices hallucinating shaking puking not 

eating not sleeping and my jaw clamps up so tightly I can’t speak incessantly 

weeping etc.  

I would prefer to have an open door approach to medicine so that when I’m 

noticing symptoms I can find normality. This should be viewed as a pharmacy 

issue not a recreational substance shop issue. Right now because of the 

power of the black market kids are doing more damage to their brain smoking 

unclean cannabis and this can result in later mental health issues. I’m only 28 

and I haven’t been unsick since I was 16. I need to find high quality medicine 
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at an affordable price from a trust worthy reliable scientific source because I 

need my life back and my family needs me back. 

246. I think we would be very ignorant to oppose marijuana dispensaries or pot 

shops in the city of Brampton, as other cities in the GTA have. 

First off, it does nothing but boost tax revenue and income tax revenue for 

both the city and province. We would further receive a share of the 

government funding for those who vote yes. Both are fantastic revenue 

opportunities for our city. 

A secondary effect, is the negative impact it has on the financial revenue of 

the black market.  

Lastly, as other cities in the the area have opposed these shops, Brampton 

will draw tourists and extra revenue from people within those cities, who 

come to Brampton to experience the culture and purchase legal marijuana. 

Brampton has always been proud of its multiculturalism. And the pot culture 

should not be rejected and discriminated against. 

247. CANNABIS IS ALREADY ON OUR STREETS 

LETS MAKE IT    ....LEGAL 

ANSWER IS YES 

248. As a Brampton resident for 18 years, I am not in favor of cannabis being sold 

in Brampton.  

We have enough crime and other issues to deal with.  The downtown core in 

Brampton leaves much to be desired and quite unsafe at night as it is.  

It's a big "No" from me. 

249. NO to Cannabis retail stores in Brampton 

250. Yes, they should be allowed in Brampton 

251. His Worship the Mayor of Brampton, Councillor Rowena Santos and 

Members of Brampton City Council: 

I was unable to attend the Town Hall Meeting and the subsequent Telephone 

Town Hall which followed on this subject. 
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The Question is “Do you support having retail cannabis stores in the City of 

Brampton?” 

As a resident of Ward 1 – a primarily residential area – my opinion is that we 

should opt out and not support retail cannabis stores in this City. 

I also do not condone any type of substance abuse which can possibly lead 

to addiction. 

252. I want Brampton to opt in for cannabis retail stores to keep money out of 

hands of criminals.  

253. NO to  Cannabis retails stores in Brampton 
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B-1: Public Feedback from Town Hall 

Major Themes Summary of Questions/Comments/Panelist Responses 

i. Impact on illicit 

activity and 

unlicensed 

dispensaries 

• 11 residents requested clarification or voiced concerns 

as to whether licensed distribution would lead to a 

reduction in criminal activity (as those seeking cannabis 

products will have a legal outlet for purchase) 

• If illicit cannabis sales were the issue, it should be dealt 

with directly by law enforcement rather than through 

licensed distribution 

• With regards to community safety, some were 

concerned especially about implications to youth 

• The panelists answered questions regarding procedural 

rules on how licenses are distributed, how licensed 

stores may operate, and how Peel Regional Police have 

been preparing to enforce the rules on cannabis sale 

and distribution in Peel Region 

Public health and 

medical implications 
• 8 residents made direct mentions to medicinal use or 

asked questions about public health implications 

• Many drew comparisons to alcohol and tobacco use, 

especially amongst youth, and how the sale and 

consumption of cannabis relates to alcohol and tobacco 

use 

• Several residents voiced support for the medicinal and 

mental health benefits of cannabis products 

• Some expressed the desire for locally available medical 

cannabis products, which are currently  available 

outside of Brampton 

• Panelists answered questions related to the current 

state of medical research and steps public health 

officers are taking to better prepare and inform the 

public on health implications of cannabis use, 

particularly in schools 

Potential add to 

municipal revenue and 

offsetting costs 

• 6 residents made direct mentions of opting in as a 

means of identifying new businesses opportunities in 

the city and how the provincial funding tied to opting in 

may help to offset the additional costs to public health 

and law enforcement 
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Major Themes Summary of Questions/Comments/Panelist Responses 

• Residents asked questions about the number of 

licenses available, how funding is to be allocated and 

whether it will be enough to offset new costs  

• Many residents were in favour of adding new 

businesses opportunities and new revenue streams for 

Brampton, but some questioned the value-add in 

comparison to the costs 

• The panelists provided information regarding the AGCO 

licensing process and estimates of anticipated revenue 

and cost 

Other comments • The remaining comments mainly consisted of 

clarification questions related to the process of licensing 

cannabis distribution 
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The following list of feedback includes only comments/questions that are related to 

private cannabis retail store.   

B-2: Public Feedback from Facebook LIVE 

1 In favour of cannabis. C’mon Brampton, don’t screw this up

2 Please vote yes for cannabis stores

3 NO NO

4 In my opinion if the city does not allow cannabis retail stores we are freely 

giving revenue to other towns/cities that do allow them. Why would we want 

to give up the potential revenue when we could put it back into our city???

5 Remember. It's a lottery and only 20 or so to start. They're not going to be on 

every street corner.

6 Good evening everyone, my opinion is No to drugs.

7 NO NO

8 The retail stores would bring in amazing revenue for Brampton. Especially 

since Mississauga votes no, you would get their business as well.

9 Why are people so afraid of something that is natural?  It has so many health 

benefits.

10 It’s the same as selling alcohol in stores, I see no difference in this. 

11 If voted no, you are just allowing the black market and the gangs that we 

have been struggling with to regain control of the marijuana distribution and 

crime to start climbing again as they fight each other for who holds more 

control in the illegal trade. Voting yes and opening the store fronts takes that 

away from them. Who would want to buy from a questionable person off the 

street when you could just go to the store and get it?? 

12 Let people buy it on the website. 

13 Let people have a choice to buy it from retail as well as the website 

14 There is no putting the pot genie back in the bottle, we might as well benefit 

from having retail stores in the city. 

15 Yes. 

16 Not allowing cannabis stores in Brampton is a terrible idea, by not allowing 

cannabis sales in Brampton we will effectively create a vacuum of illegal drug 

sales. Without legal avenue of purchase in Brampton we are allowing illegal 

sales to run rampant. Ontario’s privacy commissioner has already denounced 

purchasing from the OCS due to data leaks leaving Ontario residents without 

a safe legal market. 
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17 When i go to my local plaza, for groceries, bank and drugstore I encounter 

many beggars. I know people who smoke weed on a regular basis. They 

have no issues buying it on the website. Just wouldn't like it in my 

neighborhood, Feel it would bring more begging for money to buy some. 

18 By voting no, you are handing a huge chunk of revenue right over to the next 

closest region who does vote yes. It will be a huge missed opportunity and 

lots of lost dollars. 

19 It’s legal now, so retail stores should be allowed in Brampton. Or ppl will buy 

it on the black market or in Toronto which opted in. 

20 Not allowed cannabis, marijuana in Brampton. it's  not soft for any one, very 

bad for kids future 

21 Opt in!!!!! 

22 It's a no brainer! It's legal now! 

23 No. It is sold online. No need to have stores in Brampton. 

24 If you are worried about your children smoking pot then step up as a parent 

and educate them to make better choices in life. 

Should be ban all vices like alcohol and cigarettes too? 

25 It’s legal now. We should have the option for both 

26 The Ontario privacy commissioner has denounced the OCS website for data 
breaches and credit card information being used to deny entry at the border.  
Beggars are due to Brampton’s poverty issues not due to cannabis sales. 

27 Good evening, everyone! Our youth's health is more important than Wealth 
(revenue from Cannabis sale). Curiosity kills the cats. I can say "NO" to 
Cannabis retail store in Brampton. People can buy online if they really want 
to use. 

28 If everyone is worried about the youth, why not have another prohibition? 
Alcohol is more readily available than pot is. They both alter states of mind. 
It’s legal and we should have a choice on where we can get it. 

29 What’s your plan for the security of the pot shops and communities 

30 I thought we were  in the 20th century, people sure be able to make the 
choice for themselves, the idea is to take the sales away from the gangs, by 
not allowing stores everyone who want it will still have thought the gangs, 
because they ARE STILL going to buy it!! 

31 You can deny pot shops. But that will keep encouraging the illegal pot 
dealers. 
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32 This moral panic about children is just FUD, what's stopping these 19+ year 
old "children" from just going to a city nearby and buying it or ordering it 
online? 

33 What’s next, the crack shop? 

34 I'm a home owner and you can put next door to my house. 

35 If you say NO to stores, the black market thrives. 

36 No. We need to clean this city up not invite more unsavoury people to it. 

37 The people who use cannabis already live here so I’m not sure what you 
mean. 

38 It's not going anywhere so grow up and accept it 

39 Just more fear, uncertainty, and doubt being spread here. 

40 Only put a store front if you won't stigmatize employees & customers. 

41 We would be foolish to not allow Cannabis stores in Brampton. If people are 
worried about kids getting it they need to realize kids will not be able to 
access these stores and, just like alcohol, will find a way to get it. Do not 
punish responsible adults because of what kids MIGHT do...if that's the way 
we are going to make this decision than close all LCBO, Beer Stores and ban 
tobacco as well....all proven much more harmful. 

42 People worried about teenagers smoking weed. Have you ever passed by a 
high school? 

43 I know we have a great police force and it will be ok to have stores in 
Brampton 

44 Retail stores will require I.D to prevent underage sales, illegal dealers do not, 
and by denying legal stores Brampton would be allowing illegal drug sales to 
flourish. 

45 No need stores in the City of Brampton. 

46 Not in favour, not good for society. 

47 Why are you afraid of a natural substance that have so many health benefits 

48 The In-Person surveys are a joke - they don't check ID, you can go fill one 
out at more than one centre, there is no way to know if the person filling out 
the survey even lives in Brampton...why second guess the Environics 
research and the experts information? 

49 Yes, cannabis stores should be allowed in Brampton. It is good for the local 
economy and will help to decrease black market activity. 

50 A lot of you that are so against this, have no problem consuming alcohol. 
Can you explain to me the difference? 

51 So tobacco and alcohol are good for society? 

52 Maybe people just think of smoking weed and getting high. They forget there 
are other uses - oil, salves for pain relief. 
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53 I can tell you it’s got to be good for one’s health! Seen the proof myself 

54 If you don't like cannabis don't smoke it, but don't take my choice away 
because you don't like it. 

55 We need to stop with the scare tactics and studies of youth usage and realize 
that there is a legitimate need for these dispensaries. 

I am a resident of Brampton, I suffer from chronic pain and although I have a 
prescription and a website to order off. Since legalization the websites have 
had a shortage of products. This is what i use for pain management that 
helps me get through the day and have a better quality of life. 

Should I not have a right to be able to go to a local shop to purchase my 
medication if I suddenly run out or my website is out of product or delayed in 
delivery. 

There is actual proof that cannabis helps for pain management and many 
other illnesses. 

People need to educate themselves on the medical use and its benefits. Give 
up the old school scare tactic methods. 

56 You go to a local bar and there are fights. Find someone who smokes weed 
they are on the couch eating Doritos 

57 No one seems to bat an eye that Shoppers Drug market will be selling 
medical cannabis, and how many of those are in Brampton? 

58 I suffer from MS and Marijuana has given me my life back. Where is the 
presentation informing people of the numerous medical benefits? 

59 How many young people that are NOT allowed in the store versa how many 
responsible adults are there that wishes to purchase the product? Simpler to 
alcohol which has minimal health benefits 

60 The rational choice is to allow the stores, from the comments here against 
them they seem to all fall in the same camp of "I don't like it". 

61 Or go to another town that is selling it and buy more than u would if it was 
available local 

62 This should be allowed...it would limit the black market in a stronger way 

63 You can legally grow it at home in Brampton, but people don't want retail 
stores? What madness is this? 

64 This will create jobs! Hello!? It's a no brainer! 

65 Flower city + cannabis = perfect together ;) 

66 Has anyone done an economic assessment on how much this would bring to 
Brampton I’ve never seen any numbers. 
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67 It helps people who suffer from illness it helps epileptics so why not make it 
easier for people rather than waiting on a prescription or mail order 

68 Is there an online voting? 

69 If u think that not having stores means that no pot will be sold in Brampton.  
All your doing is keep the illegal drug sellers in business. 

70 No for store, insurance companies will get another nice excuse to rob us in 
the name of risk if the store is in Brampton. 

71 Let adults be adults, if they want to smoke on their property let them be. 

72 It appears that this meeting is focusing on the negative 

73 1 wrong doesn’t make another wrong right  

74 They are promoting fear mongering 

75 I thought the public health part was fairly neutral. 

76 Let’s focus on the issue or topic being discussed and not focus on negative 
comments about other topics for other town halls...just a thought 

77 Maybe they need another night with the positive night... I didn’t hear facts; I 
heard we don’t know 

78 A store will not stop illegal but it will help with oversight 

79 It won’t STOP it your right but will control it and slowly change the mind set 

80 I am for opting in 

81 Say YES!! It will be controlled. No different than an LCBO 

82 The problem with petitions is that people just find like-minded people / friends 
to sign instead of getting a true representation of the community's wishes 

83 With time the mindset about cannabis here will change as people realize that 
it made no difference in their lives so their opposition will soften. 

84 Opting in will only encouraged irresponsible use 

85 The online store will encourage planning and not the spontaneous use. 

86 If you say yes, you can never say no later. Mississauga’s move to say no, but 
later consider, is probably the best compromise. However, in any case, they 
should opt out. 

87 Well if Brampton opts out the black market will thrive as people will buy 
legally online and the up the price a little and sell on the street and of course 
the black market will have a permanent home in Brampton 

88 Cannabis treats depression! 

89 Children/young adults can find themselves in significant danger because they 
have gotten high from a variety of drugs, are drunk, or simply because there 
are dangerous predators in this world.... I really don’t get what that guys point 
was. 
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90 To people who are talking about potential medical benefits, this debate is on 
recreational cannabis - not medical. 

91 Our law office on the 2nd floor of a medical building has been stinking like 
cannabis. So is it okay now for medical marijuana to be smoked inside too? 
We have a heart clinic, X-ray clinic etc. Children and seniors are often visiting 
our building. This has happened twice now. 

92 From a business stand point I really don’t understand why there are any 
questions about opting in… there is profit to be made. 

93 We should tax these stores up the whazoo. Plenty will open and most will 
close within a year of opening. So Brampton should get the most money from 
them up front. 

94 Of we opt out then what will be next, LCBO, smokes? If we do one we do all 

95 Is there anyone under 65 that is against it? 

96 I wish the camera would turn around for a minute so we can see the general 
ages of the audience. 

97 There is no reason to be afraid of cannabis 

98 Regulating the products ensures the absence of additives such as fentanyl 
that are KILLING youth and adults. 

99 Higher property taxes to the marijuana retail stores 

100 Noooo, let the pot smokers pay the taxes!!! I don’t want higher taxes!!! 

101 Substitute the word alcohol - let's toss in prohibition and such - see if this 
whole argument  makes sense after that. Cannabis is LEGAL!!! 

102 I’m all for stores 

103 Why don’t you stop online delivery to Brampton? If u want to opt out 

104 I am in favour 

105 Is the City of Brampton currently working in setting up Regulations & By Laws 
for potential stores? If so, do you have a document available for the  public to 
read more in detail? 

106 all I’m saying is it’s not practical not to let the pot shops open in Brampton 

107 They will also buy from other communities which will increase the economy 

for THOSE communities and NOT ours 

108 This is purely economic decision do we want the revenue or not if not the 

same amount of people will be smoking there same amount will be driving et 

109 If I can ask a question: What bylaws, if any, is Brampton considering relating 

to the odour of cannabis, whether retail stores are allowed or not? For 

example, stricter distances and areas of use? 

110 Opting out will hurt Brampton and impinge on people's rights. 
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111 Of course the business owner would want to secure their property, after all 

it’s their money on the line here. 

112 Exactly the shops should have high property taxes so that Brampton gets its 

piece and the rest of us can have lower property taxes. 

113 I believe the bylaws are currently the same as "cigarette" bylaws... 

114 It’s just old world views about marijuana colliding with the reality now that it is 

front and center. 

115 Exactly! Let’s drive some cannabis tourism. I’m all in for it. If you walk outside 

you see people smoking everywhere, blocking stores in the city is not going 

to change that. But it will indeed bring money for the city and stimulate the 

local economy! 

116 We should just follow Mississauga in “wait and see “and should not  have it in 

retail 

117 Wait and see is just passing up opportunities for the city 

118 Cannabis is not addictive 

119 If we opted out, when is the next available opportunity to opt in?? 

120 Mississauga opted out, retail outlets in Brampton would bring in business 

from surrounding areas. 

121 Opt out 

122 Cannabis use in young people has shown a high correlation to schizophrenia 

123 I'm sure these are all things that have been and will continue to be seriously 

considered and evaluated.  

Currently it is "smoking bylaws" and that may need to be adjusted as we 

continue to move through the legalization and what that looks like. 

124 Why Opt out? 

125 Illegal market isn’t going away because rules aren’t inclusive 

126 It is already legal. 

127 We are not here to debate the legality of pot. It is legal. 

128 The same way u control alcohol and cigarette use 

129 There is no agenda, if you don't like cannabis then don't use it. 

130 Opt out please 

131 Why? So illegal cannabis sales can continue? Having stores who will check 

I.D and compete with the illegal market is the logical choice. 

132 Our kids are smarter than that...there are worse things out there. The stores 

will be controlled...open the stores 

133 How does opening cannabis dispensers any different then opening any other 

store how does it cause the city to loose money it's a 5.2 billion dollar industry 

a year 
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134 This will bring revenue to the city. Give people who need it a safe place to get 

it and not put that revenue in other cities. Use the revenue to tackle the crime 

and illegal dealers 

135 YES YES 

136 Which is why it was made legal... so it could be regulated and made less 

available to underage people.  

Underage people will still find a way of getting hands on it but this helps to 

take it off the streets 

137 Open up the pot shops , I want to open up a snack shop next to them 

138 Those who cannot access cannabis online will turn to the black market. 

139 I'm not saying we should turn back the clock on legalization.  But we should 

take a measured approach so that we aren't in the position of having to play 

catch-up with bylaws. 

140 https://www.westword.com/news/teen-marijuana-use-in-colorado-has-gone-

down-since-legalization-10448706

Cannabis use went DOWN after legalization in the state. 

Data taken from the CDC. 

141 We should go slowly into this new environment. There are retailers that 

already have about 100 locations already planned out for stores in Brampton 

alone. 

142 It is already legal! Blocking the stores will NOT protect anyone. People will 

get from somewhere else! 

143 Mom of 4 - teenagers and older - I parent my kids, I guide them, we discuss 

all this stuff - I am in favour of cannabis stores in Brampton! 

144 Please opt out! 

145 No, it’s wrong. No no no 

146 Consignment is not going to stop. It will just get worse. Third party sales will 

increase 

147 Crime rate was increasing long before the legalization date. 

148 Please remember when or if they open stores, you don’t have to visit them. 

149 No, please keep it away. Thanks 

150 We will have to back track on this.... just like cigarettes.... there’s not enough 

research done in this area n as far as Brampton is concerned we should just 

wait and watch for now and see how other cities are dealing and rolling it out. 

151 Casinos are legal. Doesn’t mean it should apply to a community 
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152 The city needs to listen to the experts at the Centre for Addiction and Mental 

Health (CAMH) that have been calling for regulated legal sale for years. 

They are clear that a regulated legal market will not sell to children unlike the 

black market will. 

The black market funds the gang violence here in Brampton. 

If the city is truly concerned about reducing gang violence and stopping 

children from getting access to cannabis they should listen to the experts. 

To learn more about CAMH stance on regulated legal sale go here. 

https://www.camh.ca/en/camh-news-and-stories/camhs-cannabis-policy-

framework-legalization-with-

regulation?fbclid=IwAR2eQaCTTRsI9CVOWAnXced58kGYxLgDseIB2tr230K

Rq1FFjnIBBEiUDNk

153 They just don't get it! Scary that they think without legal pot shops their kids 

are gonna be safe! Street dealers are 6our kids enemies fentanyl laced street 

drugs kill! Also it's not just for kids it's medical cannabis for people like me a 

62 year old woman with two fake hips let me tell you no more pills for me 2x a 

day and it have no pain! CBD oil thankyou 

154 Going to a pot shop is the same as going to a coffee shop. The owners 

explain what's in each strain and how it's made and any effects just like 

online. 

155 It’s legal. If ONE store opens doesn’t mean those who don’t agree need to 

go! Just get over this and move on with your day 

156 It’s like they think the people who need it or smoke it aren't responsible. 

157 CAMH's assessment has been further strengthened with the recent study that 

has shown teen use of cannabis decreased after Washington State and 

Colorado legalized cannabis. 

https://www.upi.com/Health_News/2018/12/22/Study-Teen-smoking-rates-

dropped-after-Washington-legalized-

marijuana/1661545500114/?fbclid=IwAR3t3VIKEXkP27pgvsmIlhkz1S1JSvSJ

JrheKKlkqxsmxoxBUi242AzEVcE

158 Opt In! 

159 Opt in!!!!! 

160 I've said it multiple times, if you don't want your children smoking pot go talk 

to your children about it. 

161 YES YES YES 

162 Perfect. Keep cannabis in pharmacies 
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163 I wish people would stop bringing medicine into this debate. This is the 

reason why medical cannabis is there - the debate is on recreation! 

164 I can go to weedmaps.ca and get illegal weed hand delivered to me in less 

than 24 hours. Illegal weed is easy to find. Whether it’s high schools or a bar. 

May as well make stores legal and put money back into the city 

165 I want to be able to buy it not wait for postal system 

166 No it's not. It's on whether there should be retail sales or not. It's important to 

understand that restrictions on sales mean difficulty for medicinal users also. 

167 Cannabis legalization is not new. This is hardly a social experiment. 

168 A shop is not just for recreational use, it's for medical users also. It's about a 

legal shop that's it 

169 Legalize ok. But, not rampant spread of stores. 

170 Because medicinal you have to buy online and wait for delivery 

171 We allow beer stores within 150m of schools, alcohol is far more harmful and 

significantly more addictive than cannabis. 

Here is an arial shot of the Beer Store on North Park 130m from St. 

Anthony's Catholic Elementary School  

https://imgur.com/v0QJblH

172 Why can't we opt in and "wait and see" what happens when it's open. If it's 

bad then close it. If it's lucrative then open more beside all the 4000 Tim 

Hortons we have. 

173 They are already having trouble with the online shopping  

We will have more with just one store 

174 One store won't be enough period 

175 Do people really think that just because it's sold here that everyone is going 

to run out and buy it? I hardly think availability is going to dramatically 

increasing the number of users. 

176 There is no opt out after type he opt in 

177 Then just buy it online. 

178 Even if we get a store, why would they risk selling it an underage person and 

1) lose their license 2) get fined big time 

179 Plants make cocaine too, why not have coke shops? 

180 They aren't gonna open them beside the Tims. They are going to open them 

beside the money Mart's so that they can prey on the vulnerable. 

181 I do want to thank the city of Brampton for having this event tonight, I had 

planned on being there tonight but I was unable to attend. I appreciate the 

live on Facebook and being able to watch this debate and join in the 
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conversation. Thank you to everyone that made this event possible and for 

the thoughtful consideration 

182 This would be the reason for opting in- ingredients are regulated 

183 The pro speakers are far superior at making their arguments than the con 

speakers. 

184 No no to stores 

185 No fentynol in weed 

186 No no Cannabis..please leave this flower city clean...thanks 

187 So you are under the impression that a medical user can’t use a legal shop? 

That's funny I know many medical users that go to dispensaries regularly in 

other cities to check out their products as well as what's available in their 

online markets 

188 Tax-payer money will go in rehabilitating the abusers! 

189 Yes to stores. You don’t bring a store it won’t stop the users. So why not? 

190 Is it possible to allow retail of only medicinal marijuana? 

191 For medical you need your prescription 

192 This debate is silly, it won't make cannabis go away in Brampton so we might 

as well benefit from it and allow stores. 

193 You don't need research to know that most kids get their pot from their 

friends the first time. So if all of you parents are worried about drugs in the 

community, it has ALWAYS been in your children's high schools and some 

middle schools so perhaps start with the schools. 

194 All the people saying no would you rather drug dealers on your street or a 

store you don’t have to go near? I don’t use and I am all for a store. It's legal 

so do it right. 

195 I imagine there will be little, if any, growth. People with fight tooth and nail 

against a second store. 

196 So much fear 

197 Also, drugs and alcohol are part of the health curriculum and modifications 

will need to be made to the curriculum now that it has become legal 

198 Pot is legal. Booze is legal. Which one do some want to ban from Brampton? 

Have fun. Goodnight hugs. ISH. 

199 Dealers aren't going away 

200 Black market, legal  

Different names  

One store  

Just do it and let the fear behind 
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201 You're correct. However having a store makes sense. "Cleaner and safer" 

cannabis for users that won’t be laced with garbage. People won’t stop using 

just because we don’t get a store so I don’t see the issue with getting one. 

202 Where was the outcry in having alcohol in grocery stores? This is just lots of 

fear about something people do not fully understand. 

203 If the store being allowed is supplied by the current government run 

monopoly, will all the pesticides be on the labels?? 

204 In a world where the sale of a poison like alcohol is being expanded, all this 

discussion and debate as to whether Brampton should have a store to sell a 

herb which has in the history of medical science killed the grand total of zero 

people globally. 

Utterly ridiculous....well at least for those who have done some research on 

the subject! 

205 Opt in 

206 There has been illegal cannabis retail stores operating for years, wouldn't 

everyone rather them be regulated and operating legally??? 

207 If you want my personal opinion I think it should be allowed 

208 I think we should opt out so that we can see how it plays out other 

jurisdictions. Then we can opt in with a measured plan. 

209 Revisit alcohol stores, more worthy of a debate 

210 If any place opts out, then no revenue they should recieve from that decision. 

211 What measured plan? Lots of the decisions do not fall under the municipality, 

its a provincial matter mostly. 

It has already been stated for example the city can't dictate where the store 

will go. 

212 Black market and illegal drug dealers will not go... they will sell at a different 

price, continue selling other drugs 

213 Nova Scotia is selling cannabis in their "LCBO" stores.  Why not here? 

214 Even if we don't eliminate the black market does that mean we should not 

have a store to service the citizens here legally? Or bring in business to the 

city? 

215 More accidents have happened due to people texting and drinking alcohol in 

that time than cannabis drivers. 

216 Other drugs are not the discussion... the discussion is cannabis 

217 Not allowing this only hurts law abiding citizens 

218 The only people who are against this are those who have done zero research 

on the subject and have no understanding of Cannabis...end of! 
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219 Cities and towns can still use zoning bylaws to regulate the locations. 

Property taxes should also be on the table. 

220 The AGCO only hands out licences they are still subject to town and city 

bylaws. 

221 Opting out is not going to stop people from going elsewhere to purchase, and 

then misuse in Brampton. 

222 He mentioned the zoning bylaws to regulate the location of the store and said 

that wouldn't be possible. The store would be allowed to be in any currently 

properly zoned place. They can't exclude it or make a zone only for pot 

stores. 

223 The only people who are for this are those who have done zero research on 

the subject and just want to get toasted.. end of! 

224 Why not have medical prescriptions along with every sale in retail? Can’t you 

have similar restrictions for recreational use buy that way it can be 

discouraged / regulated. 

225 Then if Brampton can’t control anything isn't that a stronger reason to opt out. 

We shouldn't have these stores shoved down our throats by the province. 

226 If you win a license, you have to be ready to open your shop April 1st or face 

thousands in fines and lose it. 

227 What's the point of clogging up the doctor’s office with a fake illness just to 

get an Rx for pot? 

228 The boat has long since sailed when it comes to legalization, but people keep 

bringing up this point. 

229 I can't have my beer, so you can't have your pot 

230 Opt in 

231 We should relax the alcohol in public laws instead of making pot laws tighter 

232 Alcohol you can drink in a bar, casino, restaurant etc. Smoking and weed you 

cannot do INSIDE 

233 restrict restrict 

234 With all of the population in Brampton, only 145 are watching on Facebook.  

Even after advertising this via the "news" on 680, this is a really sad 

audience. 

235 Matching the usage of cannabis with alcohol makes no sense. Clearly it 

should match cigarettes. 

236 15 million is NOTHING for all the problems Brampton has from 1980's lol 

237 As Nike says:  Just do it! 
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238 Restrictions fall under the smoking bylaws currently.  

Remember that this is a new legalization and you have to start somewhere... 

it wasn’t that long ago that people could smoke inside restaurants still... 

changes are constantly made with regard to these types of things 

239 FREE THE WEED 

OPT IN! 

240 OPT OUT 

241 That's exactly how car sales started. It wasn't until public use started that 

there was any clarity on what laws are needed. Even now, it's a moving 

target -- such is nature of a "practice" in a democratic society. 

The point is, availability is a prerequisite to informed regulation. 

242 And as a Canadian citizen you cannot go into the states if you say you are a 

cannabis user 

243 It could be 5ft from a school; they're still not old enough to buy it from that 

store. 

244 Good point good question regarding the beer store by st. Anthony 

245 How is the input going to change how council votes?  R the people going to 

vote?  No. 

246 I don't think any decisions should be made based on tonight's discussion. A 

second or third meeting should happen 

248 It doesn’t matter to most ppl. 

249 It should be treated like a municipal election vote 

250 Guess we are driving to Orangeville 

251 Pot shops are an eventuality. We can say no today, but not forever. 

252 I don’t understand why you want people to have medical prescriptions. It is 

LEGAL. We aren’t debating whether it should be or not, it IS.  

We are debating whether our community should profit from the money that 

WILL be made or whether we should pass up the opportunity to profit. 

253 was it shoppers and what kind i'd store?  The meeting is to see if we want a 

chance at getting one of the ~ 25 stores. we could vote yes and not get the 

store.  Then based on what I heard we'd get the second half of the funding 

anyway 

254 Opt in! 

255 The Ontario privacy commission has denounced online sales through the 

OCS due to data breaches and visa information being used to deny people 

crossing the border. 
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256 Restrictions are in place, it’s called the cannabis act, it limits sales, displays, 

advertising, taxes, possession, growing, as well as zoning restrictions on 

stores. What restrictions are you waiting for? 

257 Cannabis has been legal in Colorado for the better part of a decade no and 

has seen no noticeable increase in traffic accidents directly tied to cannabis, 

and the same has been recorded for every legal state, how long should we 

wait? 

258 Correct we are multicultural and multi ethnic, and cannabis has become part 

of Canadian culture and humbly ask that you respect that. If your culture 

does not approve you have the option of self-abstinence, but do not propose 

limitations on the public for your own beliefs. 

259 Actually no, the provincial government has already placed regulations on 

zoning restrictions as well as building requirements and the number of stores 

allowed. 

260 I don't think legalization is equivalent to encouragement; it is decriminalizing a 

social taboo.  Alcohol prohibition is not in place even though certain cultures 

prohibit its consumption. Live and let live... 

261 So we are depending upon one store for now to make millions of revenue , 

does not make sense to me �

262 It is not a drug and it is legal deal with it. 

263 Weed has been around since I was in high school. It is non-addictive and I 

have never seen anybody in my whole life cause a problem. Let's focus on 

the drugs that hurt society. Fentanyl, cocaine, oxy... 

264 Those dispensaries are illegal as they are not licensed by the government 

and as a medical patient I can still be charged with possession of illicit 

cannabis. 

265 No they are right. Investing, admitting to usage, online credit card purchase, 

and industry workers can all be issued lifetime bans at the US border. 

https://business.financialpost.com/cannabis/cannabis-business/cannabis-

investing/canadian-cannabis-investor-gets-lifetime-ban-from-u-s-as-vegas-

conference-goers-face-scrutiny-at-border/amp

266 Was your point that regulations are a better alternative to prohibition? Cause 

that’s what this comes down to. Casinos were illegal, now they are regulated. 

Alcohol was illegal, but they couldn’t stop people drinking so the regulated it. 

Pimps we’re making money and prostitutes were getting hurt/killed, so they 

regulated it. Regulations are already in place both federally and provincially 

for cannabis, all that’s left is to open the store. 

267 I stood up n shared to validate my yes vote. I was later interviewed on 

camera. Most wanted it. 
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B-2: Public Feedback from Facebook LIVE 

268 It is very difficult to stand with your family and kids outside the shopping malls 

and plaza's. 

269 Neighborhood Watch Brampton were select on which communities within 

Brampton could participated in their program where they gathered the input 

that they claim was to Opt In to retail pot stores.  Our neighborhood have 

never received a response to any of our emails following having taken their 

video training for the BF media Neighborhood Watch Brampton which left 

with questions.   I believe it is important that people know that this is not the 

traditional Neighborhood watch that we all grew up with. It is a two year old 

program under a media company. 

270 It's not about earning money it's about the life of the children's. Children's are 

now openly smoking in the public area like parking, plazas and malls 

throwing smokes on others creating nuisance for general public 

271 Whether or not they use the medicinal pipeline is immaterial to the 

recreational debate. Their use will not be hampered by the exclusion of 

recreational stores in the city of Brampton. If anything relational users should 

want the medicinal users out of their pipeline as they will reduce an already 

scant supply. 

272 This was a great event. Thank you for involving us the citizens 

273 Since legalization of recreational, patients have suffered immensely, Canada 

Post strike added to the burden and that’s why retail stores are vital. 

274 Public Health is giving stats on persons under 19 so how does this affect the 

retail stores? 

275 We need in to get the $$ from Province. 

276 I won’t pay more taxes, I already pay enough 
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Appendix C: Public Feedback from Tele-Town Hall and Post-event Voicemail 

C-1: Pubic Feedback from Tele-Town Hall  Status 

1. I am a supporter who has for many years volunteering cleaning up the 
parks and would like to know if there is a paid job to continue to do so? 

(L) 

2. Wants to know if city will get a cut of the taxes on the sale of the 
marijuana? Has there been any ruling or set parameters for the 25 
winners as far as location? What do they plan to do with the money that 
comes in from the sale of the marijuana? 

(L) 

3. What kind of funding will be available for the mental health in regards to 
cannabis use? 

(L) 

4. With it being available online why is it necessary to have a private retail 
store in Brampton? 

(L) 

5. Why brick and mortal? What about property value around the retail 
stores?  

(L) 

6. Child has addiction problem; living in fear; where can I get support in 
Canada? 

(L) 

7. Why only one store for the size of the city? (L) 

8. How will the city police users? (L) 

9. Will the opening up of retail cannabis shops effect our auto insurance (L) 

10. Has the city got a rationale on why they would consider this?  (L) 

11. Why is there only one store selling cannabis?  (L) 

12. What is the net benefit that Brampton will get if we opt in? (L) 

13. Is this a private store? How does the employment work?  (L) 

14. Why not opt out?  (L) 

15. Have you given consideration on how much we pay for insurance? And 
transportation  

(L) 

16. I personally do not recommend the opening of any stores in Brampton. (L) 

17. If the City opts-in but we don't get a store. Are we still going to get the 
funding and how the funding will be used? 

(L) 

18. She currently buys online concerned on cost to buy locally. (L) 

19. Comments - Wants to know if people know that in today/s day and age if 
we see how retail is moving towards online we cant stop it and if we turn 
down this funding I think this would put this at risk 

(L) 

20. Car has been broken into twice looking for drugs - will having drug 
access increase crime rate? 

(S) 

21. Comment - P Brown said if there is a store the government will receive 
about $1M but province should give us the funding anyway in her 
opinion 

(S) 
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C-1: Pubic Feedback from Tele-Town Hall  Status 

22. Considering the sale of alcohol, how can we have a impact on 
countering the black market of cannabis? 

(S) 

23. Do you think that pot retailers can brings jobs? (S) 

24. Quesitons 1) study on effects of cannabis on youth  2) is marijuana 
legalization a gateway to other drugs 

(S) 

25. How many stores and where would they be? (S) 

26. How will we prevent youth under 18 from accessing cannabis (S) 

27. I am strongly against the opening of any stores. (S) 

28. I do support the opening of retail cannabis stores as resources 
continues to grow Brampton should grow as well. 

(S) 

29. I don't believe that this is right, we do not need this here in Brampton? (S) 

30. I have seen cannabis in the schools and etc. and feel that opening a 
retail store will take it out of the black market and it will be more 
controlled. 

(S) 

31. If they know in what area the private store would be opening (S) 

32. Is a cannabis smoker  wants to challenge misconceptions about drug 
use? 

(S) 

33. Is there a designated area where the store will be located? (S) 

34. Is there concern for increase in violence to having a pot shop in the City 
of Brampton? 

(S) 

35. Two questions - objects to private stores but would be okay with LCBO 
model. Also  would retails stores make car insurance rates higher 

(S) 

36. Wants us to opt out - concerned about access by youth (S) 

37. What are the stats on the usage rates compared to the store locations? (S) 

38. What is the application process for this? Are there any plans to expand 
to more than one store? 

(S) 

39. What P. Brown sees as a benefit for having a retail store in town? (S) 

40. What potion of the revenue will go towards auto insurance isn't that 
more important? 

(S) 

41. Where are the locations of the retail stores? (S) 

42. Why are we only allowed one store?  (S) 

43. Wondering if this would cure the black market? Wanted to know about 
edibles? 

(S) 

Status:  

(L) – Participant’s question was screened and brought forward to the live audience 

(S) – Participant’s question was screened and placed in the queue 
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C-2: Public Feedback from Tele-Town Hall Post-event Voicemails  

1.  Did not get a chance to ask a questions. Concerned about the number of youth 
with mental health issues in Brampton. What is Mr. Brown going to do about 
youth with mental issues in Brampton? 

2.  Would like to have more time on the call. Good luck in the office Mr. Brown. 

3.  We should have a store, it is now legal, so it is a fact of life that it is around. We 
are legalizing, and it will be a step forward to control the black-market. 

4.  If Mississauga opted out and Caledon, I don’t know, and Peel Police is combined 
for all the cities. If we opt in will the funding go to all three municipalities, or just to 
Brampton? What is the benefit to Brampton? 

5.  Appreciate everything Mayor Brown is doing for the City. I have high hopes. I 
vote to opt in. 

6.  This call was informative and hope someone will get in touch with me very soon. 

7.  Will a store in the City fit with the Vision? This has many unknowns and I’d like to 
know the rationale and how is that fit in with a pedestrian child friendly city. This 
introduces an unknown. 

8.  I don’t agree with the cannabis stores, no matter what the economic benefits are. 
If you have it at home, other people will be affected. 

9.  Mayor Brown I am very grateful we are included in making this decision. I do not 
smoke marihuana, but I know people who use medical marihuana and I think it 
would be better for them to be able to buy it in their community. 

10.  71 years old. I am totally in favor of stores in Brampton. I know people who use 
marihuana and access to quality supply is better for everyone. People can make 
a choice whether they want to use it on not, like smoking. Strongly in favor of the 
cannabis stores. 

11.  It’s great we can give our opinion. My opinion is to opt out. We should protect or 
families, so we should opt out. 

12.  This was an excellent call. Thank you mayor. 

13.  Mr. Brown you’re talking about funding, but how much of that funding will go to 
deal with addictions, because this will only increase addictions. We should opt 
out. 

14.  We should opt out. We had a lot of problems in Brampton, a lot of corruption. We 
don’t need a store in Brampton. We heard a lot about funding, but we recently 
had our car stolen, police was supposed to come to our home and we waited all 
day and nobody came. We went to police station and there were three officers 
and nobody seemed too busy. This is no criticism. But we had a lot of corruption 
in Brampton, but Mr. Mayor you should focus no improving things in Brampton 
and do something for Brampton, make our city beautiful. 

15.  I’m pro. I think it will benefit our municipality. People living in Brampton will win, 
because it will take away form the illegal market. 
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C-2: Public Feedback from Tele-Town Hall Post-event Voicemails  

16.  Don’t have a problem with legalization or opening up stores. Same as LCBO. 
But, how are you going to control it if there are robberies, or illegal homes in 
basements? Will money from cannabis or alcohol be used for control of 
basement apartments, you can use this money for policing. 

17.  Thank you very much for the information.  

18.  Support opting in and establishment of retail stores. We need to thing about 
future. The problems cited by those opposing will be here regardless. 

19.  They should have a store in Brampton. I need it as medication. I cannot sleep 
and I need cannabis as medication to sleep. 

20.  Happy to have Mayor Brown in Brampton. This telephone is good way of 
communication. 

21.  Great idea to call with the city. Go with the store based on the conversation on 
the call and get funded for security. 

22.  Mayor Brown, we already have MAAD, now we add cannabis to alcohol. If you 
are driving on the road would you want to get into an accident of someone was 
drinking or had marijuana? I strongly opt out. 

23.  If the government is looking at health issues, mental issues, what funding will we 
get for our hospitals? I know there will be issues. 

24.  Is anybody thinking about young children walking from school home? Opening 
stores is a big mistake. I’m a parent of two. I don’t think anybody is thinking about 
these young children. 

25.  Appreciate your effort and congratulate Mayor Brown for taking this initiative. 

26.  Cannabis will only increase violence in Brampton. 

27.  Brampton should have the option to help people who want to get off cannabis. 

28.  We are already having second hand smoke. What about your neighbour who has 
been smoking and you have to go on the side of your home. What about 
neighbours who do not smoke and have to be exposed to cannabis smoke? It 
will be legal, but second hand smoke will be a problem. 

29.  I’d like to opt in. 

30.  Let’s opt out. 

31.  Congratulations on being elected Mayor Brown. I didn’t vote for you, but I am 
impressed. People who haven’t done cannabis don’t understand, and they are 
frightened by stories they’ve heard. Doctors will tall you cannabis is not addictive. 
Different than alcohol, people don’t get aggressive. I attended Jan 10 town hall. I 
think you should listed to medical doctors, most people don’t have the experience 
and are terrified. 

32.  We already have two grow-ops on Hansen Road, so we should have the stores. 

33.  I was wondering why the call could not be extended since the response was so 
rewarding? 
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C-2: Public Feedback from Tele-Town Hall Post-event Voicemails  

34.  Thanks you to our mayor and Council for providing this opportunity to participate. 
It’s innovative and helpful. 

35.  I am in favor of having the stores in Brampton to give benefit to residents. Who 
wants to buy it will buy it so it’s better to have the tax benefit. 

36.  Resident since 1985. Called out of the blue. I was wondering if it was a legit call. 
Did not know this call was happening. Was not told how to get in the cue to ask a 
question. A bit disappointing. I’m not in favor of stores in city. I do understand the 
medicinal benefits. Does the city intend to impose better by-law restrictions on 
the stores? Will there be by-laws on the usage? The moment cannabis was 
legalized we had people smoke wherever smoking is allowed. Our enforcement 
is already very busy. Is someone could respond that would be appreciated. 

37.  I listened intently to the call. Some of the funding information is not clear or 
misleading.  

38.  We are not in favor of opening retail stores in Brampton. Available to provide 
more information. 

39.  I’m really really surprised and disappointed with the PM for legalizing marijuana. 
Really disappointed in my PM Mr. Harper. 
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Appendix D: Full List of Municipalities by Regions Identified for the First 25 

Private Cannabis Retail Stores in Ontario 

The maximum 25 Retail Store Authorizations will be allocated in accordance with 

Ontario Regulation 468/18 which provides for the maximum number of stores in the 

following Regions:

Region  

(# of Stores) 
Municipality / Census Division 

East  

(5 stores) 

Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, Prescott and Russell, Ottawa, 

Leeds and Grenville, Lanark, Frontenac, Lennox and Addington, 

Hastings, Prince Edward, Northumberland, Peterborough, 

Kawartha Lakes, Simcoe, Muskoka, Haliburton, Renfrew

GTA Region  

(6 stores) 

Durham, York, Peel and Halton

North Region  

(2 stores) 

Nipissing, Parry Sound, Sudbury, Greater Sudbury, Timiskaming, 

Cochrane, Algoma, Thunder Bay, Rainy River, Kenora

Toronto Region  

(5 stores) 

Toronto 

West Region 

(7 stores) 

Dufferin-Wellington, Hamilton, Niagara, Haldimand-Norfolk, 

Brant, Waterloo, Perth, Oxford, Elgin, Chatham-Kent, Essex, 

Lambton, Middlesex, Huron, Bruce, Grey, Manitoulin

Source: http://agco.ca/cannabis/expression-of-interest-lottery-rules
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Appendix E: Ontario Cannabis Legalization Implementation Fund (OCLIF) - Revenue Scenario's - City of Brampton
January 17, 2019

100% 80% 60% 40% 20%

Retail Opt-Out

First installment ($15M) - City of Brampton 440,036$             440,036$           440,036$           440,036$           440,036$           440,036$               

Municipal Share 220,018$              220,018$            220,018$            220,018$            220,018$            220,018$                

Region Share 220,018$              220,018$            220,018$            220,018$            220,018$            220,018$                

Second installment ($15M) - City of Brampton 5,000$                 440,036$           580,841$           774,455$           1,161,682$        2,323,364$            

Municipal Share 2,500$                  220,018$            290,420$            387,227$            580,841$            1,161,682$             

Region Share 2,500$                  220,018$            290,420$            387,227$            580,841$            1,161,682$             

Contingency, OCLIF - City of Brampton -$                    309,782$           387,227$           516,303$           774,455$           1,548,909$            

Municipal Share -$                     154,891$            193,614$            258,152$            387,227$            774,455$                

Region Share -$                     154,891$            193,614$            258,152$            387,227$            774,455$                

Federal Excise Duty (>100M)

Estimated Ontario retail sales 1,190,000,000$  1,190,000,000$  1,190,000,000$  1,190,000,000$  1,190,000,000$      

Estimated Federal Excise Duty (10%) 119,000,000$     119,000,000$     119,000,000$     119,000,000$     119,000,000$         

Total Estimated Municipal Share (50% of excise duty exceeding 100M) 9,500,000$         9,500,000$         9,500,000$         9,500,000$         9,500,000$             

Federal Excise Duty Estimate - City of Brampton 294,293$           367,866$           490,488$           735,732$           1,471,464$            

Municipal Share 147,146$            183,933$            245,244$            367,866$            735,732$                

Region Share 147,146$            183,933$            245,244$            367,866$            735,732$                

Total Funding Estimate - City of Brampton 445,036$              1,484,147$         1,775,970$         2,221,282$         3,111,905$         5,783,773$             

Municipal Share 222,518$             742,073$           887,985$           1,110,641$        1,555,952$        2,891,887$            

Region Share 222,518$              742,073$            887,985$            1,110,641$         1,555,952$         2,891,887$             

# of households in Brampton 173,428

# of households in Ontario 5,598,391

Proportion of Brampton households to Provincial households 3.10%

OCLIF Funding (in Millions)

First installment - prior to January 22, 2019. 15,000,000$         

Second installment - after January 22, 2019. 15,000,000$         

Contingency 10,000,000$         
Total Funding over 2 years 40,000,000$        

Assumptions/Notes:

1. Municipalities who opts out prior to Jan 22, is allowed to opt back in at a later date. However, they will only be eligible for second lump sum of $5k with no additional funding from OCLIF.

2. # of households in Brampton and Ontario is based on 2016 Census of Statistics Canada.

3. First Installment is based on # of households only.

4. Second Installment is based on # of households and municipal opt-in rate for sensitivity analysis.

5. $10M Contingency funding is based on # of households and municipal opt-in rate - specific formula has not been released.

6. Estimated average retail sales in Ontatio is based on 2018 Deloitte report on Cannabis.

7. Estimated effective federal excise duty - 10%

8. Funding from Federal Excise Duty is based # of households and municipal opt-in rate for sensitivity analysis.

9. Assumed that municipal funding from Province's share of federal excise tax will also be split 50/50 between lower and upper tier municipalities.
10. Share of lump sum $5k after opting out will also be split 50/50 between lower and upper tier municipalities.

% of Municipalities Opting-In   (Ontario)

Retail Opt- In
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His Worship, Patrick Brown 
Mayor of Brampton 
Sent via email: Patrick.Brown@brampton.ca 
 
January 17, 2019 
 
Your Worship: 

 
Be assured of my continued prayers for you and members of Brampton City Council as you responsibly 
steward the resources of the citizens of your municipality.  
 
I recognize that the province has given municipalities the freedom to determine whether or not they will 
choose to opt out of having cannabis retail stores within their municipality. I am aware that the City of 
Brampton is currently discerning the path forward. As you know, some communities have already made 
the decision to opt out.  
 
In an October 2018 statement recognizing the implementation of the Cannabis Act, the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated:   
 
“The Catholic Church for its part continues to underline the ethical problems involved with the 
recreational use and abuse of this drug: the negative risks that impact on psychological and physical 
health, the growing problems of a society more and more dependent on drugs and alcohol, the 
possibility of brain damage especially to those under the age of 25, the negative repercussions on 
families and local communities, and unfortunately the willingness of businesses and governments to 
exploit the drug for commercial interests and as a source of tax revenue, thereby even further 
jeopardizing the pursuit of the common good.” 
  
I would encourage you and all city councillors to deeply reflect on the impact of increased access to 
cannabis for people of all ages, but most especially, the vulnerable among us. The expanded availability 
of cannabis is a deep concern for many residents, faith communities and social service agencies serving 
those struggling with drug related issues.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Thomas Cardinal Collins 
Archbishop of Toronto  
 
cc. Members of Brampton City Council 
      Bishop John Boissonneau, Auxiliary Bishop, Western Pastoral Region 

Guardian Angels Parish, Brampton 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Brampton 
St. Anne’s Parish, Brampton 
St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish, Brampton 
St. Jerome’s Parish, Brampton 
St. Leonard’s Parish, Brampton 
St. Marguerite d’Youville Parish, Brampton 
St. Mary’s Parish, Brampton 
St. Patrick’s Parish, Brampton       
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Subject: FW: Please give me a voice!

From: Clarinda Andres
Sent: 2019/01/18 1:55 PM
To: City Clerks Office <City.ClerksOffice@brampton.ca>
Subject: Please give me a voice!

Hi,

I am a resident of Brampton since August of 2011 and recently I voted for Patrick Brown to be the Mayor of our
beautiful city.

I am writing with regards to the Council Meeting on Monday whether we as a City will allow private Cannabis
retail stores to operate in Brampton.

I was not able to participate in the survey and this is my way of putting out my vote/opinion on the matter which
I hope will count.

I am against any Cannabis Store operating in Brampton. I don’t think I need to go into details the harmful
effects of this drug in the hands of our children. Plus I am confident that Mayor Patrick Brown is smart enough
to find other sources of revenue for the city to bring about progress and growth in Brampton.

Again I vote NO to Cannabis Stores operating in Brampton.

Thank you.
Clarinda Andres
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Subject: FW: ACTION REQUESTED: Cannabis Retail Stores - Alcohol and Gaming Commission of

Ontario

Attachments: Additional Information for Municipalities - English.pdf; Additional Information for

Municipalities - French.pdf

From: AGCO Municipal <Municipal@agco.ca>
Sent: 2019/01/11 9:35 AM
To: AGCO Municipal <Municipal@agco.ca>
Subject: ACTION REQUESTED: Cannabis Retail Stores - Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario

This e-mail is to notify you that the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) has not
received notice of your decision regarding cannabis retail stores.

All municipalities who are choosing to opt out of permitting cannabis retail stores are required to notify the
AGCO Registrar, in writing, of their decision by 11:59 PM EST, January 22, 2019. If the AGCO has not
received written notification from a municipality by this date then, by default, private cannabis retail stores may
be permitted within that municipality providing all other AGCO licensing eligibility criteria have been met.

The specific requirements for the written opt-out notification are in the attached document.

If your council has already passed a resolution and you have not yet notified the AGCO, please e-mail your
notification immediately to municipal@agco.ca. As defined in the Cannabis Licence Act, 2018, the
notification must be sent directly to the AGCO Registrar. Your municipality’s opt-out decision will not be valid if
the notification is sent to the Premier’s Office, Ministry of the Attorney General, Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing or any other Ontario Ministry or Agency.

A municipal resolution to opt out of having cannabis retail stores authorized within the boundaries of your
municipality is made pursuant to section 41 of the Cannabis Licence Act, 2018, which went into effect on
November 16, 2018. Any municipal resolution passed prior to that date does not have the intended
effect given that municipalities did not have statutory authority to opt out prior to that date.

If a municipality decides to allow cannabis retail stores within its jurisdiction, they are encouraged to notify the
AGCO as soon as possible at municipal@agco.ca

IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: DECEMBER 13, 2019, ONTARIO REGULATION 468/18
ADMENDMENTS ON MUNICIPALITIES

Given the shortage of legal cannabis supply, on December 13, 2018, the Government of Ontario announced
amendments to Ontario Regulation 468/18 that included a temporary cap of 25 Cannabis Retail Store
Authorizations for April 1, 2019. The amendments also gave the AGCO the mandate to hold a lottery on
January 11, 2019, to determine who may apply for the 25 retail stores.

Of significant interest to Ontario municipalities is that the Ontario Regulation 468/18 sets out that these first 25
cannabis retail stores may only be located in a municipality that:
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• Has chosen not to opt out of permitting cannabis retail stores; and
• Has a population of 50,000 people or more as identified in the 2016 Ontario census.

The AGCO will publish the results of the lottery held on January 11, 2019, on its website within 24 hours of the
lottery completion.

Although the 25 stores will only be located in municipalities with a population of 50,000 or more, the one-time
opt-out date for all municipalities remains January 22, 2019.

For further information regarding the allocation of the 25 retail stores, see the attached document.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please submit any questions you may have to municipal@agco.ca or (416) 326-8593.

For questions regarding municipal funding for cannabis under the Ontario Cannabis Legalization
Implementation Fund, please contact the Ministry of Finance at OCLIF@ontario.ca

For additional helpful resources please see the attached document
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OPTING OUT OF CANNABIS RETAIL STORES 

As per Ontario Regulation 468/18, municipalities must notify the AGCO of their decision 
to opt out by having the municipal Clerk, Chief Administrative Officer or Mayor send the 
AGCO Registrar written notification that the municipality has passed a resolution 
prohibiting cannabis retail stores. This written notification must be sent by email 
to municipal@agco.ca and received by the AGCO no later than January 22, 2019. 

 The notification must include: 

1. The official name of the municipality, and; 
2. The date the resolution was passed. 

Once received, the AGCO will acknowledge receipt by email.   

A municipality that decides to prohibit cannabis retail stores may later reverse its 
decision; however, under the Cannabis Licence Act, 2018, a decision by a municipality 
to allow cannabis retail stores is final and may not be subsequently reversed. 

 

OPTING IN TO ALLOW RETAIL CANNABIS STORES 

If at any time before January 22, 2019, a municipality decides it will allow cannabis retail 
stores within its jurisdiction they are encouraged to notify the AGCO as soon as 
possible. Early notification to the AGCO, using the municipal@agco.ca email, will not 
change the earliest date that licensed retail stores may open, which remains April 1, 
2019. If the AGCO does not receive written notification from a municipality by January 
22, 2019 they will be considered to be allowing cannabis retail stores by default.  

 

INFORMATION FOR ONTARIO MUNICIPALITIES ABOUT CANNABIS RETAIL 
STORE LICENSING 

The maximum 25 Retail Store Authorizations will be allocated in accordance with 
Ontario Regulation 468/18, which provides for the maximum number of stores in the 
following Regions: 

 
a. East (Stormont, Dundas and Glengarry, Prescott and Russell, Ottawa, Leeds 

and Grenville, Lanark, Frontenac, Lennox and Addington, Hastings, Prince 
Edward, Northumberland, Peterborough, Kawartha Lakes, Simcoe, Muskoka, 
Haliburton, Renfrew): five (5) stores 
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b. GTA (Durham, York, Peel and Halton): six (6) stores 
c. North (Nipissing, Parry Sound, Sudbury, Greater Sudbury, Timiskaming, 

Cochrane, Algoma, Thunder Bay, Rainy River, Kenora): two (2) stores 
d. Toronto: five (5) stores 
e. West (Dufferin-Wellington, Hamilton, Niagara, Haldimand-Norfolk, Brant, 

Waterloo, Perth, Oxford, Elgin, Chatham-Kent, Essex, Lambton, Middlesex, 
Huron, Bruce, Grey, Manitoulin): seven (7) stores 

 

The AGCO has defined 42 municipalities within Ontario with a population 

minimum of 50,000, based on the 2016 census.  

In the East Region: City of Barrie, City of Belleville, City of Kawartha Lakes, City 

of Kingston, City of Ottawa, and City of Peterborough 

In the GTA Region: Town of Ajax, Town of Aurora, City of Brampton, City of 

Burlington, Town of Caledon, Municipality of Clarington, Town of Halton Hills, 

City of Markham, Town of Milton, City of Mississauga, Town of Newmarket, Town 

of Oakville, City of Oshawa, City of Pickering, Town of Richmond Hill, City of 

Vaughan, and Town of Whitby 

In the North Region: City of Greater Sudbury, City of North Bay, City of Sault 

Ste. Marie, and City of Thunder Bay 

In the Toronto Region: the City of Toronto 

In the West Region: City of Brantford, City of Cambridge, Municipality of 

Chatham-Kent, City of Guelph, City of Hamilton, City of Kitchener, City of 

London, City of Niagara Falls, Norfolk County, City of Sarnia, City of St. 

Catharines, City of Waterloo, City of Welland, and City of Windsor 

 

These changes are in effect until December 13, 2019, when Ontario Regulation 468/18 

will be amended.   

Although the initial phase of 25 stores will only be located in municipalities with a 

minimum population of 50,000, the one-time opt-out date for all municipalities 

remains January 22, 2019.  
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HELPFUL RESOURCES 

 AGCO’s list of Ontario municipalities prohibiting or allowing cannabis retail stores 

 Ontario Regulation 468/18 

 Cannabis Retail Store Licensing Expression of Interest Lottery Rules 

 Answers to frequently asked questions on the Cannabis Retail Store Licensing 

Expression of Interest Lottery 

 Timeline for Cannabis Retail Lottery, Licensing and Store Authorization Process 

 Information about Ontario’s approach to cannabis legalization can be found 

at ontario.ca/cannabis. 

 For more information about the legalization and regulation of cannabis in 

Canada, please visit canada.ca/cannabis. 
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January 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Mr. Raj Grewal, M.P. 
Brampton East 
 
Ms. Kamal Khera, M.P. 
Brampton West 
 
Ms. Ruby Sahota, M.P. 
Brampton North 
 
Mr. Ramesh Sangha, M.P. 
Brampton Centre 
 
Ms. Sonia Sidhu, M.P. 
Brampton South 
 
Sent Via E-mail 
 
Dear Brampton Members of Parliament, 
 
I am requesting your immediate attention regarding the attached motion from yesterday’s Brampton 
City Council.   
 
As you are aware the Government of Ontario has given municipalities until January 22, 2019 to 
determine whether legally licensed cannabis retailers can operate within its municipal boundaries. Over 
the last several weeks, the City of Brampton has been listening to residents to gather their thoughts and 
opinions on this matter. We will be holding a Special Council meeting on Monday January 21 at 7pm to 
make its decision.   
 
Since it was your government that approved the use of recreational cannabis, to date, we have yet to 
hear from you! 
 
We are requesting your written comments no later than 5 pm Friday, January 18th on whether you 
believe City Council should or should not allow retail cannabis shops to operate in Brampton. If we do 
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not receive a written response from you, then we will take your position as in favour of opting in for 
cannabis retailers.  
 
For the public record, we will be highlighting which elected officials provided their position and those 
who have not at the meeting.  
 
Given the attention this issue has garnered, we also invite you to attend this Special Council meeting.  
Please let me know if you are available to attend.   
 
Thank you for your attention to this important issue being debated on Monday evening at the Brampton 
City Council meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 

           Patrick Brown 
Mayor 
 
 
cc:  Members of Council 
       Peter Fay, City Clerk   
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January 17, 2019 
 
 
 
Mr. G. Singh, M.P.P. 
Brampton East 
 
Mr. A. Sandhu, M.P.P. 
Brampton West 
 
Mr. K. Yarde, M.P.P. 
Brampton North 
 
Ms. S. Singh, M.P.P. 
Brampton Centre 
 
Mr. P. Sarkaria, M.P.P. 
Brampton South 
 
Sent Via E-mail 
 
Dear Brampton Members of Provincial Parliament, 
 
I am requesting your immediate attention regarding the attached motion from yesterday’s Brampton 
City Council.   
 
As you are aware the Government of Ontario has given municipalities until January 22, 2019 to 
determine whether legally licensed cannabis retailers can operate within its municipal boundaries. Over 
the last several weeks, the City of Brampton has been listening to residents to gather their thoughts and 
opinions on this matter. We will be holding a Special Council meeting on Monday January 21 at 7pm to 
make its decision.   
 
We are requesting your written comments no later than 5 pm Friday, January 18th on whether you 
believe City Council should or should not allow retail cannabis shops to operate in Brampton. If we do 
not receive a written response from you, then we will take your position as in favour of opting in for 
cannabis retailers.  
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For the public record, we will be highlighting which elected officials provided their position and those 
who have not at the meeting.  
 
Given the attention this issue has garnered, we also invite you to attend this Special Council meeting.  
Please let me know if you are available to attend.   
 
Thank you for your attention to this important issue being debated on Monday evening at the Brampton 
City Council meeting. 
 
 

           Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 

           Patrick Brown 
Mayor 
 
 
cc:  Members of Council 
       Peter Fay, City Clerk   
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Cannabis Private Retail Stores – Engaging Local MPs and MPPs 
 

WHEREAS on October 17, 2018, the Federal Government made it legal 
for those over the age of 18 (age 19 in Ontario) to possess (up to 30 
grams) and to use recreational cannabis;  
 
AND WHEREAS in Ontario, it is currently only legal to purchase cannabis 
online through the Ontario Cannabis Store (OCS); with provincially 
licensed private retail stores as of April 1, 2019;  
 
AND WHEREAS the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) 
is responsible for licensing private retail stores to be opened by April 1, 
2019;  
 
AND WHEREAS due to a national cannabis shortage, the Government of 
Ontario has restricted the number of licensed private retail stores to 
25; with the AGCO conducting a lottery on January 11, 2019 for the 
following distribution of licences:  
• 6 licences for the Greater Toronto Area  
• 5 licences for the Toronto Region  
• 5 licences for the East Region  
• 7 licences for the West Region  
• 2 licences for the North Region  
 
AND WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has given municipalities 
until January 22, 2019 to determine whether legally licensed cannabis 
retailers can operate within its municipal boundaries;  
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Brampton will be holding a Special Council 
meeting on January 21, 2019 to make its decision;  
 
AND WHEREAS the City of Brampton has been engaging the public in a 
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robust and comprehensive public engagement strategy to seek 
feedback into the decision process that included, an Environics 
Telephone Survey (Nov 1-4, 2018); an online pulse check (October 30 – 
November 9, 2018); intercept surveys at various locations on December 
20, 2018 and between January 8 – 10, 2019; a Town Hall on January 10, 
2019; and a Tele Town Hall that was hosted by the Mayor;  
 
AND WHEREAS the City has been keeping the public informed through 
Brampton.ca/cannabis and inviting residents to provide comments at 
cannabis@brampton.ca;  
 
AND WHEREAS local Members of Parliament (MPs) and local Members 
of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) have not yet publicly provided their 
feedback directly to the City on whether or not the City of Brampton 
should opt-in or out of cannabis retail stores in the city.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

Correspondence be sent to all local MPs and MPPs, and local board 
school trustees: 
 
1) publicly requesting their comments as to whether the City should 
opt-in or opt-out to allowing physical retail stores, to City Council no 
later than Friday, January 18, 2019 in writing; and 
 
2) to request and confirm their attendance at the January 21, 2019 
Special Council Meeting. 
 
3) and that should MPs and MPPs not respond, that the City will 
interpret this non-action as an indication of support for ‘opting in’; 
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AND THAT the Mayor be requested to send such correspondence 
immediately following the January 16, 2019 Committee of Council 
meeting.  
 

- CARRIED 8/0/3 (Medieros, Fortini and Dhillon absent) 
 
 
 
 
 
Charlotte Gravlev, MPA, CMO 
Deputy City Clerk 
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 
 

 
The Corporation of the City of Brampton 
2 Wellington Street West 
Brampton, Ontario   L6Y 4R1 

Tel: 905-874-2115 
Fax: 905-874-2119 
Email: charlotte.gravlev@brampton.ca 
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Legalization of Recreational 
Cannabis in Canada –
Private Cannabis Retail 
Stores in the 
City of Brampton

Town Hall

January 10, 2019
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Agenda

 Current Situation

 Places of Use

 Enforcement

 Municipal Funding

 Private Cannabis Retail Stores

 Public Communication and Engagement

 Next Steps
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Current Situation

Slide 3 of 12

19
years 

or older

Today, anyone 19 years or older in Ontario can legally purchase 
and use cannabis for recreational purposes.

Today, recreational cannabis can only be legally purchased 
online through the Ontario Cannabis Store (OCS). 

Physical private retail stores will be opened by April 1, 2019. 
Municipalities can “opt out” of allowing private cannabis retail store 
in their community by January 22, 2019.

Smoking recreational cannabis is legal where tobacco 
consumption is permitted under the Smoke Free Ontario Act in 
Brampton.
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Places of Use

Slide 4 of 12

Smoking recreational cannabis is legal where tobacco consumption is permitted under the 
Smoke Free Ontario Act.

Where Smoking 
is Permitted

• Private residences 

• Many outdoor public places

• Designated guest rooms in 

hotels, motels and inns

• Residential vehicles and boats 

that meet certain criteria

• Controlled areas in long-term 

care homes; retirement homes; 

and  other provincially-funded 

supportive housing

Where Smoking 
is Prohibited

• Enclosed public places and 

workplaces

• Schools

• Brampton Transit buses, 

terminals and bus shelters

• Vehicles and boats

• Restaurants, bars and patios

• Near entrance/exit of hospitals

• Near playgrounds and publicly 

owned sports facilities
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Enforcement

 Enforcement is one of the most important yet complex areas to address as 
it relates to the legalization of recreational cannabis

 The following is an overview of how cannabis will be enforced in the City:

o The AGCO will enforce licensing, renewals and adherence to any retail 
conditions

o Peel Regional Police is responsible for enforcing the federal and 
provincial cannabis legislation

o Peel Public Health will enforce the Smoke Free Ontario Act and deal 
with places of use for both tobacco and cannabis

o City of Brampton Corporate Security and Enforcement and By-law 
Services will involve in enforcement on City-owned properties, e.g. 
parks; and apply various by-laws in response to disturbance complaints.
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Municipal Funding

$40 Million
OVER TWO YEARS

The first payment of $15 million 

will be made to all municipalities 

on a per household basis. 

Each community will receive at 

least $5,000, regardless of their 

decision to opt in or opt out. 

$15 Million
EARLY JANUARY 2019

$15 Million
AFTER OPT OUT DEADLINE

Municipalities that have not opted 

out will receive funding on a per 

household basis, adjusted so that 

at least $5,000 is provided to each 

community. 

Municipalities that have opted out 

will receive only a second 

payment of $5,000. 

$10 Million
CONTINGENCY FUND

Set aside as contingency to deal 

with any “unforeseen circumstances” 

that municipalities might encounter 

in relation to legalization of 

recreational cannabis.
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Private Cannabis Retail Stores - Regulations

 Private retailers will be licensed and regulated by the Alcohol and 
Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO)

 A private cannabis retail store is authorized to be open to the public 
between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on any day

 Legal retail stores will need to observe a minimum distance of 150 
metres from schools

 Retailers will not be permitted to allow anyone under the age of 19 
to enter their stores

AGCO Website: 
https://www.agco.ca/cannabis/private-retail-licensing-and-regulation
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Private Cannabis Retail Stores – Public Notice

 Should a municipality opt in to allow for private retail stores, a 
mandatory 15-day public notification period of a proposed store 
location to receive public input and hear concerns from local 
community

 As defined through provincial regulation, the only areas of public 
interest the AGCO can consider that are related to:

o Public health and safety

o Protecting youth and restricting their access to cannabis

o Preventing illegal activities in relation to cannabis
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Private Retail Stores – 25 Stores by April 1

 Temporary cap on the number of private retail stores has been imposed by 
the provincial government

 Initial phase – 25 licences will be issued for stores to open by April 1, 2019

o 5 stores in Toronto Region

o 6 stores in GTA Region (Durham, York, Peel and Halton)

o 5 stores in East Region (Ottawa, Prince Edward, Peterborough, etc.)

o 2 stores in North Region (Parry Sound, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, etc.)

o 7 stores in West Region (Hamilton, Waterloo, Niagara, etc.)

 AGCO has established an Expression of Interest Lottery to determine who 
may apply for the initial 25 retail operator licences, with KPMG as the 
fairness monitor

 The lottery will be held on January 11, 2019.  The results will be posted on 
the AGCO website within 24 hours of the lottery selection.
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Public Communication and Engagement

On October 16, 2018, Brampton Fire and Emergency 
Services, Peel Regional Police, and Enforcement and 
By-Law held a media event to promote responsible use 
and community safety and address operational inquiries 
in relation to legalization of recreational cannabis

A cannabis specific website providing the public with the 
most up-to-date information, including Frequently 
Asked Questions

On November 1-4, 2018, Environics, on behalf of the City, 
conducted a scientifically valid telephone survey seeking 
residents’ opinion on whether cannabis retail stores 
should be allowed to operation in Brampton
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January 8-10 
In-person Survey

January 10 
Town Hall

January 21 
Special Council 

Meeting
Email your input to:

cannabis@Brampton.ca

Public Communication and Engagement
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Next Steps

 Special Council Meeting is scheduled for January 21 for 
council to decide whether or not private cannabis retail 
stores would be allowed in the City of Brampton
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City of Brampton Town Hall 
January 10, 2019 

 
Dr. Kate Bingham 

Associate Medical Officer of Health 
Peel Public Health 

Public Health Considerations for  
Cannabis Retail Stores 
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Objectives 

2 

 
• To share evidence and data regarding the health 

effects of cannabis use 
 
• To provide public health considerations regarding 

opting in or out of cannabis retail stores  
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• About 8% of residents (aged 12 years and older) have 
used cannabis at least once in the past 12 months1 

 

• Among those reporting cannabis use in the past year, 
use is significantly higher among1: 

– Males compared to females 

– Those aged 19 to 29 years 

1 Canadian Community Health Survey, 2009/2010, 2011/2012) 3 

Cannabis Use in Peel 
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• 16% of students in grades 7-12 report using cannabis in 
the past 12 months; highest among grades 11 and 122 
 

• Over one-quarter of past year users report trying cannabis 
for the first time in Grade 92 
 

• 9% of Peel students report using alcohol and cannabis on 
the same occasion in the past 12 months2 
 

• 23%  of students in grades 9-12 who are past year users of 
cannabis report that they are worried about their use2 

 2  Ontario Student Drug Use and Health Survey, 2013, 2015, 2017 4 

Cannabis Use Among Peel Students 
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Effects of Cannabis Use 
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Considerations 

• Challenging to study cannabis use in jurisdictions 
where it is illegal 

• Lag time between exposure and developing 
outcomes 
– Cancer, chronic diseases 

• Controlling for other exposures 
– Especially tobacco 

• Multiple routes of administration 
• Many different chemicals 
• Dose and duration of use 
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Effects of Cannabis Use 

• Evidence is mixed on the association between 
cannabis smoking and lung cancer 
• Cannabis smoking may not be associated with 

lung cancer 
• Many studies are confounded by tobacco 

• There is not enough evidence to determine if 
cannabis use is related to other cancers 

Cancer 
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Effects of Cannabis Use 

• Cannabis use is related to respiratory 
symptoms, such as coughing or wheezing, 
among those who smoke it long-term or who 
use it more intensively 

• Certain practices (e.g., deep inhalation) and 
modes (e.g., bongs or waterpipes) of inhaling 
cannabis increase the potential for health 
harms 

Respiratory Effects 
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Effects of Cannabis Use 

• Cannabis use is related to an increased risk of 
motor vehicle crashes (MVCs) 

• There have been overdose injuries from 
cannabis use, particularly among children 
due to cannabis edibles 

• There is not enough information to 
determine if cannabis use is related to 
overdose deaths or other causes of death 

Injury and Death 

                         5.3-2-9



10 

Effects of Cannabis Use 

• Cannabis use may be related to cognitive 
impairments (e.g., negative impacts on 
thinking, reasoning, or understanding) 

• There is not enough evidence to determine 
if cannabis use is related to poorer academic 
achievement and educational outcomes 

Psychosocial 
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Effects of Cannabis Use 

• Cannabis use is related to the development of 
schizophrenia or other psychoses (e.g., 
delusions or hallucinations) 

• Cannabis use may be related to the 
development of depressive symptoms 

• Cannabis use may be related to an increased 
risk for suicide 

• Cannabis use may be related to an increased 
risk for social anxiety disorder 

Mental Health 
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Problem cannabis use: varying levels of potentially harmful 
cannabis use, including dependence or abuse 

Effects of Cannabis Use 

• Starting cannabis use at an earlier age increases 
the risk of developing problem cannabis use, 
particularly cannabis dependence 

• More frequent cannabis use or use of potent 
types of cannabis products (e.g., higher THC) is 
related to problem cannabis use 

Problem Cannabis Use 
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Effects of Cannabis Use 

• Cannabis use may lead to the use of other 
substances (alcohol and other drugs, 
excluding tobacco), substance dependence 
and/or a substance use disorder 

• There is not enough information to 
determine if cannabis use is related to the 
initiation of tobacco use 

Abuse of Other Substances 
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Public Health Considerations for 
Cannabis Retail Outlets 
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• Access to regulated and controlled cannabis 
products 
– Provides consumers in-person access to legally regulated 

products with assistance from trained employees 
 

• Decrease in criminal activity related to the illegal 
market 
– May provide adequate legal access to cannabis while 

aiming to protect youth 
– Potentially reduces burden on police and criminal justice 

system 
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Opting-In 
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• Increased availability and potential harms 
– Research from other legalized substances has linked 

increased availability to higher rates of use and related 
harms 

– Presence of stores may increase social acceptability and 
use among vulnerable populations (youth) 

 
• By-law and licensing restrictions 

– Municipalities cannot control the location (beyond retail 
zone) and number of stores  

– Minimum 150-metre distance requirement between 
stores and schools does not include other youth-serving 
facilities (childcare centres, community centres) 

 
 

16 

Opting-In 
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Opting-Out 

• Reduced access and availability 
– Reduces access for those with barriers to accessing 

regulated cannabis online 
 

• Challenges in controlling the illicit market 
– Reduced access to legal cannabis may lead to continued 

demand through the illegal market 

17 
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Opting-Out 

• Density and placement of stores 
– Absence of stores will reduce exposure to vulnerable 

populations (youth), which may limit social acceptability 
– Avoid retail outlets close to sensitive uses other than 

schools (e.g., childcare, community centres) 
– Avoid or defer risk of high density of stores, which may 

increase use and related harms 

18 
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Peel Public Health Initiatives 

 Reviewing evidence  
o Key messages regarding health effects of cannabis use 
o Risk and protective factors for substance use 

 

 Using data and evidence to provide a public health perspective 
 

 Advocating to protect public health and safety 
 

 Providing input for federal and provincial consultations 
 

 Collaborating with internal and external partners 
 

 Promoting education and awareness for community partners 
 

 Enforcing Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017 
 

19 
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Resources 

Talking Pot With Youth 
(Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction) 
• Provides guidance on how to have judgment-free 

conversations with youth about cannabis 

Cannabis in Canada – Get the Facts (Government of Canada) 
• Information on the law, health effects, impairment, 

cannabis and the border, and more 

Alcohol and Drug Helpline (ConnexOntario) 
• Provide information and referral to addiction, mental 

health, and problem gambling services 
20 

Canada’s Lower-Risk Cannabis Use Guidelines (CRISM) 
• Provides recommendations for lower-risk use and 

includes description of health risks 
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Thank You 
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Proposed Changes/Amendments – Special Council Agenda – January 21, 2019 

 

Page 1 of 1 

The following item, listed on the agenda for distribution prior to the meeting, is attached: 
 
3.1. Staff presentation from J. Pittari, Acting Chief Administrative Officer and 

Commissioner of Corporate Services, entitled: “Legalization of Recreational 
Cannabis in Canada – Private Cannabis Retail Stores in the City of Brampton”. 

 
 

Additional Business and Changes related to the Published Agenda (no vote required): 
 

Re: Item 4.2 (memorandum from Acting CAO): 

 Supplementary Appendix: Additional Public Feedback by Email 
 

Re: Item 5.3 (correspondence from Mayor Brown): 
 

5.4. Reply letters from Brampton MPs and MPPs: 
1. Sonia Sidhu, MP, Brampton South, dated January 18, 2019 
2. Ruby Sahota, MP, Brampton North, dated January 18, 2019 
3. Raj Grewal, MP, Brampton East, dated January 21, 2019 
4. Kamal Khera, MP, Brampton West, dated January 21, 2019 
4. Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, MPP, Brampton South, undated 
5. Sara Singh, MPP, Brampton Centre, Kevin Yarde, Brampton North, and 

Gurratan Singh, MPP, Brampton East, dated January 18, 2019 
6. Amarjot Sandhu, MPP, Brampton West, dated January 18, 2019 

 

Re: Item 3.2 (delegations): 
 

3.2-6. Brett Bell, Fire and Flower – notice of withdrawal 
3.2-2. Skyler Roberts – copy of presentation 

 

Re: Item 5.1 (correspondence): 
 

5.1-1. Brampton Chinese Baptist Church – additional petition sheet 
 
 

The following was received by the City Clerk’s Office after the agenda was printed 
and relates to published items on the agenda (Council approval is not required for 
addition of these items in accordance with Procedure By-law 160-2004, as amended): 
 

Re: Items 3.2 (delegations):  
3.2-7. Eloa Doner, Etobicoke Creek Residents Association 
3.2-8. Anna-Marie Carreiro, Brampton resident 
3.2-9. Richard Blake, Brampton resident 
3.2-10. Nilsson Gonsalves, owner and franchisor, Culture Rising 
3.2-11. Akin Oduntan, Bramalea Church of God 
3.2-12. Yllanda Slater, entrepreneur 
3.2-13. Ryan Elcock, Brampton resident 

 

Re: Item 5.1 (correspondence): 
5.1-4. Gannesh Shankar, Brampton resident, dated January 21, 2019  
5.1-5. Ishta Mercurio-Wentworth, Brampton resident, received January 21, 2019 



January 21, 2019

Special Council Meeting

Legalization of Recreational 

Cannabis in Canada –

Private Cannabis Retail 

Stores in the 

City of Brampton
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Background / Context

 Proactively engaging the provincial government since the Federal 

Government first introduced the Cannabis Act (Bill C-45) in spring 2017.

 Multiple meetings with Ministry of the Attorney General (Cannabis 

Secretariat) and Ministry of Finance.

 Various engagement between the City, Region of Peel and Peel Regional 

Police, related to issues/impacts and costing.

 Regular staff updates to Council on legalization of recreational cannabis.

 December 5th staff report to Committee of Council with the recommendation 

of allowing private cannabis retail stores (Opt-In). 

 Robust “Have Your Say” public engagement campaign, including dedicated 

website (Brampton.ca/cannabis), and email address 

(cannabis@Brampton.ca)
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mailto:cannabis@Brampton.ca


Municipal Decision Deadline

 Should Council choose to opt out of permitting cannabis retail 

stores, the City is required to notify the AGCO Registrar, in writing, 

of the decision by 11:59 PM EST, January 22, 2019. 

 If the AGCO has not received written notification from the City by 

this date then, by default, private cannabis retail stores may be 

permitted within Brampton providing all other AGCO licensing 

eligibility criteria have been met.
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Private Retail Stores Licensing Model Update 

 Provincial Government has imposed a temporary cap of 25 private retail stores 

across the province will licence by April 1, 2019:

o 6 stores in GTA Region (Durham, York, Peel and Halton)

o 5 stores in Toronto Region

o 5 stores in East Region (Ottawa, Prince Edward, Peterborough, etc.)

o 2 stores in North Region (Parry Sound, Sudbury, Thunder Bay, etc.)

o 7 stores in West Region (Hamilton, Waterloo, Niagara, etc.)

 On January 11, 2019, the AGCO held an Expression of Interest Lottery to determine 

who may apply for the initial 25 retail operator licences, with KPMG as the fairness 

monitor.

 All results are posted on the AGCO website. 

 At this time, there are no indications when additional licences will be issued.
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“Have Your Say” Public Consultation and Outreach

5

Website

• 1,031 unique page views to the Brampton.ca/cannabis home page

• 1,976 unique page views to the Have Your Say page 

Advertising

• Ads placed on Brampton Guardian; www.inbrampton.com; six (6) ethnic media

• Use Brampton TV network within City-owned facilities to publicize the engagement opportunities

Social Media

• Use of Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to promote public engagement opportunities

• January 10, 2019 Town Hall Facebook LIVE

Email

• cannabis@brampton.ca

• Received over 300 emails (as of January 21, 2019)

311

• Between October 1, 2018 to January 20, 2019, 311 received 135 cannabis-related calls inquiring 
more information

City Matters

• November 2018 – Cannabis retail stores features in November’s edition of City Matters e-newsletter 

• January 3, 2019 – e-blast to newsletter subscribers re: upcoming engagement opportunities
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Public Engagement Activities
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December 20 & 

January 8-10 

In-person Survey

January 10 

Town Hall

January 21 

Special Council 

Meeting

January 14 

Tele-Town Hall

November 1-4

Telephone Survey

October 30-

November 9

Online Survey
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Estimated Costs

 Based on preliminary numbers pulled together from the Federation of 

Canadian Municipalities (FCM), they estimate costs between $0.75-1.5M for 

municipal administration and a further $2.25-$3.25M for policing, per 

500,000 population. 

 Applying FCM’s methodology, the following are estimated costs to City of 

Brampton & Region of Peel:

o Administration: approximately, $900K -$1.8M, annually  (shared 

between the City and Region.

o Policing: Approximately $6.3M-$9M, annually (PRP and OPP-

Caledon). 
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Municipal Funding Update 

 On January 14, 2019, the Province distributed the first payment to all municipalities based on 

2019 MPAC household numbers through the Ontario Cannabis Legalization Implementation Fund 

(OCLIF) to offset the implementation costs. 

 $440,036 was shared between the City and the Region based on a 50/50 split in household 

numbers. The City’s portion of the first payment was $220,018.
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Additional Funding Scenarios

Opt in* Opt out

• Second Payment from OCLIF that could range from 

$220K to $1.2 Million

• Qualifies for $10M contingency funding from OCLIF 

that could range from could range from $155K to 

$774K

• Eligible to a share of 50% of surplus funding if the 

province’s share of the federal excise tax on cannabis 

exceeds $100M over the first two years.  This

payment could range from $147K to $735K

• Second Payment from OCLIF of maximum of $5,000

• If opt out now and opt in later, the City will not be 

eligible for additional funding

*Opt in funding estimates are based on various scenarios and assumptions.

 Should Council decide to opt in to allow private retail stores in Brampton, the total funding 

scenario would range from $742K to $2.9M
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Ongoing Advocacy

 Regardless of Council’s decision on private cannabis retail stores in 

Brampton, the City will continue to proactively engage the Federal 

and Provincial Governments to advocate for:

o Long-term funding model to ensure municipalities can recovery 

ALL costs associated with legalization of cannabis. 

o Ability to impose restrictions regarding site locations and buffers 

around other sensitive land use, in addition to schools.
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Recommendation

 Given the findings from statistical analysis, public feedback, 

provincial funding formula, increased enforcement and the fact that 

legal recreational cannabis is readily available for purchase online, 

staff recommends:

Council to “opt in” to allow private cannabis retail stores to 

operate in Brampton.
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Supplementary Appendix: Additional Public Feedback by Email  

Additional public inputs have been submitted to the City via email 

(cannabis@brampton.ca) since January 16, 2019. Below is the content of the email 

correspondence from January 17-21, 2019 (as of 2pm on January 21, 2019).   

SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

1.  I do NOT agree Cannabis store in Brampton. 

Don't make my family move out Brampton. 

2.  My thoughts on having stores put in Brampton to sell cannabis legally. I 

would have to say no. Reason is my husband and I already find there is so 

much crime and drugs going happening in Brampton. We don’t need to push 

more of it in here. I don’t think most of the people wanting to purchase some 

cannabis for pain. Trust me. And I do know that it’s not a drug that would 

make you violent but it can push people into stronger drugs.  

As mentioned, we already don’t feel so safe in Brampton with all the crime 

and drugs that are happing already, so we don’t encourage more being sold 

lawfully. Our police have enough to look after here in Brampton. 

We say NO! 

3.  As a resident of 9, [specified address, Brampton], where there is a lot of 

confusion taking place even running into late nights, I strongly object to any 

cannabis stores being offered in this Brampton area. Enough is enough! 

4.  Dear Patrick 

In response to the issues stated at the town hall meeting please do add my 

opinion to the general conversation around the Cannabis topic. 

Please do not let this issue go the way of the LRT transport which was voted 

down even though most Brampton residents wanted the service. The politics 

in Brampton appear to be very "Village politics" and change is not welcome. 

Ive been a resident of Brampton for over 35 years and wonder when we will 

ever get into a modern climate with our politics.  

1 Those that want to smoke pot are already doing it, therefore I don't 

anticipate a massive increase in users. 
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SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

2 Our geriatric population suffer from a host of medical problems such as 

sleep Apnea, arthritis anxiety etc. There is no joy in getting old and this 

population will turn to pot to ease their symptoms saving OHIP millions, 

safely.  

3 It’s safer to get the cannabis from legal stores with knowledgeable staff who 

can guide the client to a safer product. 

4 it’s not laced with fentanyl which can kill. 

5 A patient of mine who is an RCMP officer by day and a priest by night when 

asked as to how he was going to deal with the issues of sex, drugs and 

violence told me that he was going to talk to his children about this asap, 

given their level of maturity. When I asked him why he replied that he wanted 

to reach his children before the streets got to them. A mature outlook. 

6 Recently I had surgery with some minor complications. As it was the 

weekend I could not reach the surgeon. I was able to ease my symptoms 

with CBD from Mississauga until I saw my MD. 

As in every new direction we shall have several contraindications but its 

important to note that the general population is using potent Cannabis 

products which will cause concern and a cost to our health care system. By 

approving cannabis it does become safer, controlled and open such that we 

can then scientifically monitor and respond to any crises situation.  

5.  I feel that we should allow Cannabis to be sold here in stores in Brampton. I 

do feel strongly that these sales will be regulated and done properly assuring 

our youth cannot access. The need is great, and if this will cut the profits 

made illegally by gangs, selling to underage kids, and who knows what it is 

laced with, then it should be implemented. I am all for it and we need to move 

forward on this. 

6.  Sorry I missed your TOWN HALL MEETING, 

However, my vote regarding CANABIS SHOPS IN BRAMPTON IS A 

RESOUNDING NO. 

I feel that is the last thing Brampton needs. My vote is to OPT OUT. 
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SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

7.  Do you support having retail cannabis stores in the City of Brampton? NO 

8.  Sorry I missed the call about town hall meeting.  However here is my vote, 

against having Cannabis stores in our city, Flower City, where a weed is not 

welcome.  We do not want our kids to get the wrong idea of using drugs 

when this world is filled with unnecessary clutter. 

9.  Received a call to provide feedback for survey and wanted to advise that [my] 

choice would be to “OPT out” of having the stores in Brampton. 

10.  Dear Mayor, 

I would vote as “No” to open any cannabis retail store in city of Brampton. 

There is already an increase in crime/thefts incident within our community 

and opening such stores will only bust such incidents for us. 

11.  We say NO! NO! NO!  to cannabis retail store in Brampton for OUR FAMILY, 

OUR NEXT GENERATION and OUR CITY RESIDENTS!!!!!!!! 

12.  [Specified name of resident] wishes to opt out of the Cannabis campaign. 

13.  No, plz save our kids 

14.  Hello Patrick 

I got a message from you to respond with my thoughts on selling Cannabis in 

Brampton 

I think we should sell it here. 

If people are going to buy it and can get it in a town nearby, they will get it. 

Brampton should reap the benefits from these sales as they will just go to out 

of town locations. 

15.  I do not want these shops in our city. I was not able to attend a meeting but 

would like to state my opinion. 

16.  Dear Members of Brampton Council, 

Vote yes to allow retail cannabis stores in Brampton. 

Cannabis is a legal product and provincially LICENSED cannabis stores will 

eventually be no different then an LCBO.  
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SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

Those interested in consuming cannabis today can have it delivered by 

Canada Post to any address in Brampton.  

Cannabis available through licensed retailers is traced by Health Canada 

from seed to sale in accordance with the national cannabis tracking system. 

One purpose of the national cannabis legalization strategy is to reduce illicit 

cannabis in communities across Canada and ensure nefarious additives 

(such as fentanyl) are not used in production or added prior to sale.  

If there are no retail options within Brampton to satisfy the need for "instant 

gratification", prevalent in society today, illicit cannabis will continue to be 

sold in parks and darkened alleyways. As far as I am aware, drug dealers do 

not check ID.  

I am not a cannabis user however; I would prefer those who are users to 

have access to cannabis cultivated and grown under inspection by Health 

Canada, subject to product recalls and yes, even taxes. I think most would 

agree that paying tax on a legal product under the health inspection oversight 

of Health Canada is better than cannabis grown on the down low in the 

basement of a grow op. Wouldn't you agree? 

17.  I have lived in Brampton for most of my life.  I fully support Cannabis stores in 

the City of Brampton.   

18.  I did not have a chance to participate in the public sessions but I would like to 

express my desire that the City opt-in.  Cannabis is legal and it is ridiculous 

and immature to think we can build a wall around Brampton! 

If these stores are not allowed then we need to ban alcohol as well lest we be 

hypocrites! 

19.  As a Brampton resident of 15 years, I am adamantly opposed to the idea of 

marijuana stores in our city. Residents that wish to purchase marijuana can 

do so online or commute to Toronto. The million dollars that would come to 

Brampton if we allow these shops will NOT be sufficient to deal with all the 

negative impacts to our community. I am also a social worker who works in 

Healthcare and I am VERY concerned about this issue.  
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SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

Therefore, again I am requesting that the municipal government who I voted 

for to please listen and vote NO to cannabis shops in Brampton. 

20.  As a lifetime Brampton resident - I wanted to voice my support for cannabis 

stores in Brampton. I think Brampton should opt in and receive a share of the 

promised revenue from the Province, as well as benefit from the increase in 

jobs that will result.  

For the above reasons I strongly favour retail store operating in Brampton - 

with no restrictions on locations. 

21.  My spouse and I vote no for cannabis stores in Brampton. 

22.  I do not support retail cannabis stores in Brampton. 

23.  I do not support retail cannabis stores in Brampton. 

24.  We have growing drug/addiction problems in Brampton do not need to add 

more problems.  We have homeless and begging for money on every corner.  

Police are stretched thin as it is, without more temptation placed on these 

residents. 

More money needs to be put towards helping the current drug/homeless 

problems. 

25.  Brampton should OPT OUT of cannabis retail stores. There are many 

unknowns concerning the impact of second hand smoking, easy availability 

and how it affects crime rates, health care, etc. 

26.  We do not want to have any sale or recreation sale outlets for cannabis and 

its products in Brampton or in the Peel Region. 

27.  I vote to 'Opt Out' as a Brampton resident. 

28.  I believe that the city would be giving up on tax revenue, and new jobs in 

Brampton that we need if we were to make the mistake of not voting for the 

sale of cannabis. 

29.  If you care at all about the safety of the citizens of this great city, I urge you to 

read this article on the Bramptonist website: 

https://bramptonist.com/opinion-ban-cannabis-stores-if-you-want-more-gang-

violence-in-brampton/ 
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SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

Also, please forward it to Councillor Charmaine Williams. Her intentions are 

good, but no elected officials should govern or vote on policy strictly based on 

their personal opinions. Do what is right for Bramptonians. Vote YES to retail 

stores. Voting yes is the same as voting NO to crime and gangs in the city 

who profit from illegal cannabis sales today, and who have been flourishing in 

this city for years now! 

30.  My vote is AGAINST pot shops in Brampton 

31.  Hi Regional Councillor Vincente and Councillor Santos and everyone else! 

I wanted to email my input to my ward councillors and also to copy the rest of 

Brampton council. 

Thank you for consulting Brampton residents on whether to opt-in or opt-out 

to allow retail cannabis stores in Brampton. 

I apologize for the lateness of my email.  I am a working mother with a very 

busy family life.  I have talked to family, friends, neighbours, young adults and 

teens about this issue.  Everyone is concerned but also confused about the 

health impacts of cannabis use.   I also took the time to read up on the topic 

of cannabis and had a chance to view the online presentation done at the 

January 10, 2019 Town Hall meeting. 

I feel that Brampton should opt-out and not allow privately-operated cannabis 

retail stores. 

I know you have reached out to Brampton community and that is 

commendable given the short turnaround to make a decision.  Some of our 

residents want Brampton to opt-in and some want us to opt-out.  I strongly 

believe that we do not have enough information to rush into a decision. 

From your January 10, 2019 Town Hall meeting powerpoint here are some of 

the statistics shared by Peel Public Health: 

• 23% of students in grades 9 - 12 who are past year users of cannabis 

report they are worried about their use  

• cannabis use is related to an increased risk of motor vehicle crashes 

(MVC) 
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SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

• Yet, there is no information about cannabis for the residents on the 

Peel Public Health website.  So what do our residents really know 

about cannabis?  

In addition, the OMA (Ontario Medical Association) has been very vocal 

about the harmful effects of cannabis.  Their fact sheet states: 

"There is strong evidence that shows marijuana impacts brain development.  

We know that the brain continues to develop through early adulthood, until 

the age of 25." 

So we have doctors, who everyone in our community has, being concerned 

about cannabis use.  We should all be concerned. 

If we opt-in now the following negative consequences are evident: 

Municipalities have no say over number or location of stores.  As currently 

written, the law governing cannabis retail leaves municipalities with no control 

over how many private retail stores they must host, or even where those 

stores can be located.  The law specifically strips municipalities of any zoning 

power over cannabis stores. 

Cannabis stores allowed VERY close to schools.  During the election 

campaign, Mr. Ford vowed to keep stores at least 450 metres from schools.  

Now, he's allowing them three times closer to schools, as near as just 150 

metres. 

The federal government legalized cannabis on October 17, 2018 and the 

province has since made it available for purchase via its online portal, the 

Ontario Cannabis store.  So at this time people can purchase it legally as you 

look further into this matter. 

Why should Brampton make a decision without any control of planning?  Why 

should Brampton be a guinea pig? 

Is it really worth the health of Brampton residents?   

Lastly, if we opt-in it is forever.  We will not be able to change course later. 

                                           4.2 - S-7



Supplementary Appendix: Additional Public Feedback by Email 

8 

SA-1: Public Feedback by Email (from January 17-21, 2019) 

Whereas, Opt-out can be reversed.  We can always opt-in later once we can 

give more information to the provincial government on what Brampton wants 

to do. 

For all these reasons I hope Brampton opts out of having retail cannabis 

stores. 

Thank you for your time! 

32.  Please note I live in Brampton. We are very concerned if pot stores open in 

Brampton. Please ensure we do not want any pot stores in Brampton. 

33.  Dear Mayor Brown & Council, 

  I was invited to listen into the phone town hall last week.  It is good to give 

people a chance to state their concerns and positions.  What I found 

disconcerting was the number of people sharing misinformation about 

cannabis and expressing fear about having it sold in Brampton based on that 

misinformation.  The fact that 70% of those on the call don't use cannabis 

shows the bias. I urge you as our elected officials to do your research and 

make a decision based on what's best for Brampton now and in the future, 

not based on public, often misinformed, opinion. 

  I do support allowing retail cannabis outlets to operate in Brampton, 

ensuring access to pure product for those wishing to use it.   I hope that by 

having it legally available it's underground sales in our schools will decrease.  

I support cannabis access from a health viewpoint knowing it can be very 

helpful with pain management of chronic diseases and so much less 

addictive and harmful than opioids. 

  My personal view is that alcohol is a much larger problem than cannabis will 

ever be and yet alcohol is readily available because it is socially acceptable.  

There is a great need for educating the public both regarding the facts about 

cannabis and the dangers and costs of alcohol. 

  In closing I urge you to do the right thing based on research and what's best 

for Brampton going forward.  Certainly the provincial money toward law 

enforcement would be welcome in our city.  Please don't hide behind public 

opinion but do what you're in office to do - Lead. 
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34.  I support [Councillor Charmaine Williams’] position to vote against cannabis 

shops in Brampton. Please add my name to the petition against cannabis 

shops in Brampton.   

35.  Hello my vote is a firm NO for any cannabis retail stores within my beloved 

city. 

Here is why: 

"Crashes are up by as much as 6 percent in Colorado, Nevada, Oregon and 

Washington, compared with neighboring states that haven't legalized 

marijuana for recreational use, new research from IIHS and HLDI shows.” 

https://www.iihs.org/iihs/sr/statusreport/article/53/6/1 

“The current study was based on the 2018 Highway Loss Data Institute 

research on the subject, which estimated that the legalization of retail sales 

was associated with a 6.0% increase in insurance collision claims compared 

with control states." 

Citizens of Brampton are already held hostage by insurance companies by 

paying some of the highest monthly premiums IN THE COUNTRY. 

Retail stores will give these companies MORE reason to victimize the 

residents of Brampton with even higher premiums. 

Let the pot users order online, save my money and do better for Brampton. 

Vote NO to Cannabis stores in Brampton. 

36.  I am a mother of one boy five girls , 10 grand children 7 of them are boys,  

I got a message from the Mayor asking about my opinion on Cannabis store 

in Brampton, I would like to say no to the opening legal store. 

The question is how and will manage it, alcohol is legal yet it is the cause of 

numerous deaths in Ontario. 

Mental Health is one of the major causes of addiction. How will we prevent 

addicted individuals for abusing Cannabis. 
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We must have a clear plan on how we will manage these stores. 

I AM SAYING NO!! 

37.  To whom It may concern 

Sorry, we missed your calls. 

I am against the opening of the Cannabis stores in Brampton. 

38.  I am against the establishment of pot shops in Brampton.  I find it insulting 

that the federal/provincial government will only provide funding to those cities 

that opt-in, especially when they are unwilling to quantify the extent of the 

funding.  Is it a percentage or a fixed dollar amount, and how much?  How do 

we know if it is even worth considering it without these numbers? 

In the event that you choose to allow pot stores in Brampton, may I please 

request that you locate it in the industrial section of Brampton somewhere 

south of Queen, West of 410, north of Steeles, East of Kennedy, as far away 

from people's homes as possible.  Please select a dead-end street that has 

only one way in to it (like Blair Rd, or Bram Ct or Rambler) so that the store 

can be easily monitored by Police and they can setup spot checks to 

examine all cars entering/leaving the street/store.  This should help prevent 

and/or monitor impaired drivers. 

39.  I think Brampton should opt OUT of opening stores in Brampton. 
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OTTAWA 

 Room 513 

 Justice Building  

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A6 

Tel: (613) 995-4843 

Fax: (613) 995-7003 

 

RUBY SAHOTA 
Member of Parliament – Brampton North 

Députée - Brampton Nord 

 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

CHAMBRES DES COMMUNES 

CANADA 

Ruby.Sahota@parl.gc.ca 

www.rubysahotamp.ca 

BRAMPTON 

 Suite 306-307 

50 Sunny Meadow Blvd. 

Brampton, Ontario L6R 0Y7 

Tel: (905) 840-0505 

Fax: (905) 840-1778 
 

January 18th 2019 

 

Dear Mayor Brown and Brampton City Council, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated January 17th, 2019. As you know our government 

mandate was for the legalization of marijuana, and this was a very transparent 

issue, in which Canadians were consulted and ultimately overwhelmingly 

supported. We delivered on our promise to legalize, strictly regulate, and restrict 

access to cannabis in order to better keep it out of the hands of our youth and keep 

profits away from criminals. 

 

However, individual municipality implementation remains an issue between 

municipal and provincial governments, and our government has complete respect 

for this process and the autonomy of Brampton City Council. 

 

As implementation remains a municipal agenda, I have complete faith in your 

ability to work with your provincial counterparts in reaching a decision that will 

ultimately reflect the wishes of Bramptonians. 

 

Unfortunately I will not be in attendance at the Special Council meeting on January 

21st due to a previously scheduled mandatory caucus meeting in Ottawa, but I look 

forward to the decision your council reaches and trust that it will be with the best 

interest of Bramptonians in mind. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ruby Sahota 

Member of Parliament for Brampton North 
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January 21, 2019   

 

Dear Mayor Brown and Brampton City Council, 

 

Thank you for your letter dated January 17, 2019 that was delivered via email on January 18, 2019. As 

you are aware, the federal government passed laws legalizing the recreational use of cannabis in 2018, a 

bill that I voted in favor of and continue to support.  

 

The legalization of cannabis has been a public policy issue that has been debated in Canada for more than 

a decade and will continue to receive a great deal of attention.  The legislation passed in the House of 

Commons “Bill C-45 – the Cannabis Act” purpose is to legalize, strictly regulate and restrict access to 

cannabis in order to better keep it out of the hands of young Canadians. This will help in deterring 

criminal activity by imposing serious criminal penalties for those operating outside the legal framework.  

 

As you are also aware, individual municipal implementation remains an issue between provincial and 

municipal governments and I have complete respect for this process and full confidence that Brampton 

City Council will have a rigorous debate about the sale of recreational cannabis in the City of Brampton.  

 

Personally, my position as a citizen of Brampton for the past 20 years and as the MP for Brampton East is 

that Brampton should “opt in” for cannabis retailers. I voted in favor of the legislation at the Federal level 

and believe that it is in the best interest of our city to ensure that cannabis is legalized and strictly 

controlled.   

 

Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the Special Council meeting on January 21, 2019 due to a 

previous commitment, but if I can be of any service please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Raj Grewal, M.P. 
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Mayor Patrick Brown, 

 

Re: Brampton City Council Decision on Cannabis Retail Stores 

 

As you are well aware the decision to opt-in or opt-out of retail cannabis stores in the City of 

Brampton falls within municipal jurisdiction and its elected municipal officials. As a provincial 

representative, it would be inappropriate for me to impose my views on an issue that is outside 

of my jurisdiction and therefore I will not be making a comment on whether the City of 

Brampton should opt-in or opt-out. We strongly urge you to speak and consult with the 

residents of Brampton before you vote.  

 

Sincerely,  

Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria 

MPP Brampton South 
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Constituency Office 
Unit 12, 456 Vodden St. East 

Brampton, ON L6S5V1 
T: 416-712-8449 

E: ssingh-co@ndp.on.ca 

Queen’s Park Office 
Room 331, Legislative Bldg. 

Queen’s Park, Toronto ON M7A 1A5 
T: 416-326-7610 

E: ssingh-qp@ndp.on.ca 
 

MPP Brampton Centre 
Deputy Leader of the Official Opposition 

Office of Mayor Patrick Brown 
City of Brampton 
2 Wellington Street West 
Brampton, ON, L6Y 4R2 
 
RE: Council motion on cannabis in the city of Brampton 

January 18th 2018  

Dear Mayor Patrick Brown,  

Thank you for reaching out to our offices for input on this important matter.  
 
Cannabis is legal and needs clear regulation from the Premier, and the Conservative 
government is responsible for decisions made at the provincial level.  
 
Whether or not to opt in is a decision that council will have to make, and we will respect that 
decision. We believe it is important that municipalities have a voice in deciding where stores can 
be located, and have a share in revenues. We understand and value the need for public safety, 
and want to ensure that people have safe access to what is now a legal substance.   
 
Alcohol sales through responsible publically owned channels like the LCBO maintain a strong 
social responsibility and ensure the financial benefits go back to the people of Ontario. We are 
disappointed that Premier Ford chose not to take advantage of a public option that has a clear 
record of responsibility and public benefit.  
 
Please note that MPP Sara Singh and MPP Kevin Yarde will be present on Monday January 

21st for the Special Council Meeting.  

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to reach out to our offices.  

Sincerely,  

  

 MPP Sara Singh                MPP Kevin Yarde          MPP Gurratan Singh 
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January 18th, 2019 
 
Mayor Patrick Brown, 
 
 
RE: Brampton City Council Decision On Cannabis Retail Stores 
  
 
 
Thank you for your letter requesting my immediate attention to Brampton City Council’s 
January 16 motion.  
 
As you are aware, legalizing cannabis was done by Justin Trudeau and the federal Liberals. They 
made their decision and left it in the Province’s hands to figure out logistics.  
 
We've been clear this is a municipal decision. It would be inappropriate for me to comment 
either way. The decision rests with the elected members of Brampton City Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Amarjot Sandhu 
MPP Brampton West 
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Subject: Request to Speak at Council - withdrawal

From: Brett Bell
Sent: 2019/01/21 11:20 AM
To: Brenton, Terri <Terri.Brenton@brampton.ca>; Mary Langley
Cc: Gravlev, Charlotte <Charlotte.Gravlev@brampton.ca>
Subject: RE: Request to Speak at Council

Hi Terri:

I am now unable to attend the Special Council meeting. Please remove my name from the deputant list.

Thank you.

Brett Bell, Fire and Flower

3.2-6 (withdrawal)



Reduce Crime, Opt-In

Presentation 3.2-2



www.strawpoll.me/17003688/r



Provincial Regulations

● Province would give ~$1 Million for Policing 

which we won’t receive if we opt-in later

● Overall effect would be decrease in Justice 

costs regarding Cannabis

● Only 1-2 Stores to manage to begin with 

makes it more concentrated/easier to manage



Think of the Children!

● Youth can buy Cannabis in High Schools now.

● 150m away from schools is an improvement

● Must prove age before entering store

● Steep fines/loss of license/up to 14 years in 

jail for selling to children



Reduce Gang Violence

● Gang Violence is increasing in Brampton

● Opting-in would reduce one of their profit 

sources

● Many would switch from “drug dealers” to 

Government regulated stores for convenience.



Other

● Creates Jobs

● More cities who opt out, more business for 

Brampton

● Makes it more convenient for law-abiding 

citizens

● Majority of Bramptonians are in favour



TBrenton
Text Box
Additional Petition Sheet - Item 5.1-1



~J BRAMPTON Chief Administrative Office 
brompton. co Flower City City Clerk 

For Office Use Only: 

Delegation Request 
Meeijng Name: 
Meeting Date: 

Please complete this form for your request to delegate to Council or Committee on a matter where a decision of the 
Council may be required . Delegations at Council meetings are generally limited to agenda business published with the 
meeting agenda. Delegations at Committee meetings can relate to new business within the jurisdiction and authority of 
the City and/or Committee or agenda business published with the meeting agenda. All delegations are limited to five 
(5) minutes. 

Attention: City Clerk's Office, City of Brampton, 2 Wellington Street West, Brampton ON L6Y 4R2 
Email: cityclerksoffice@bramQton.ca Telephone: (905) 874-2100 Fax: (905) 874-2119 

Meeting: D City Council D Planning and Development Committee 
D Committee of Council ~ Other Committee: 

!special Council Meeting I 
Meeting Date Requested:IJanuary 21, 2019 I Agenda Item (if applicable): !cannabis Stores I 

Name of lndividual(s): IEioa Doner ~ 
PositioniTitle: ~ 
Organization/Person Etobicoke Creek Residents Association 

being represented: 

Full Address for Contact  Telephone:  I 
Email: l 

Options for cannabis stores in Brampton 
Subject Matter 
to be Discussed: 

Action 
Requested: 

A formal presentation will accompany my delegation: D Yes ~ No 

Presentation format: D PowerPoint File (.ppt) D Adobe File or equivalent (.pdf) 
D Picture File (.jpg) D Video File (.avi, .mpg) D Other:l I 

Additional printed information/materials will be distributed with my delegation: DYes ~ No D Attached 

Note: Delegates are requested to provide to the City Clerk's Office well in advance of the meeting date: 
(i) 25 copies of all background material and/or presentations for publication with the meeting agenda and /or 

distribution at the meeting, and I Submit by Email (ii) the electronic file of the presentation to ensure compatibility with corporate equipment. I 
Once this completed form is received by the City Clerk's Office, you will be contacted to confirm your placement on the 
appropriate meeting agenda. 
Personal infonnation on this fonn is collected under authority of the Municipal Act, SO 2001 , c.25 and/or the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P. 13 and will be 
used in the preparation of the applicable council/committee agenda and will be attached to the agenda and publicly available at the meeting and om the 
City's website. Questions about the collection of personal infonnation should be directed to the Deputy City Clerk, Council and Administrative Services 2 
Wellington Street West. Brampton, Ontario , L6Y 4R2, tel. 905-87 4-2115. 
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Brenton, Terri

Subject: FW: Vote NO For Cannabis Stores. Facts & Proof Matter.

From: Lord Budrinath gannesh shankar
Sent: 2019/01/21 10:48 AM
To: Cannabis <cannabis@brampton.ca>; City Clerks Office <City.ClerksOffice@brampton.ca>; Santos, Rowena -
Councillor <Rowena.Santos@brampton.ca>; Vicente, Paul - Councillor <Paul.Vicente@brampton.ca>; Whillans, Doug -
Councillor <Doug.Whillans@brampton.ca>; Palleschi, Michael - Councillor <Michael.Palleschi@brampton.ca>; Bowman,
Jeff - Councillor <Jeff.Bowman@brampton.ca>; Medeiros, Martin - Councillor <Martin.Medeiros@brampton.ca>;
Williams, Charmaine - Councillor <Charmaine.Williams@brampton.ca>; Fortini, Pat - Councillor
<Pat.Fortini@brampton.ca>; Singh, Harkirat - Councillor <Harkirat.Singh@brampton.ca>; Dhillon, Gurpreet - Councillor
<Gurpreet.Dhillon@brampton.ca>; Brown, Patrick - Mayor <Patrick.Brown@brampton.ca>
Subject: Vote NO For Cannabis Stores. Facts & Proof Matter.

Hello my vote is a firm NO for any cannabis retail stores within my beloved city.

Here is why:

"Crashes are up by as much as 6 percent in Colorado, Nevada, Oregon and Washington,
compared with neighboring states that haven't legalized marijuana for recreational use, new
research from IIHS and HLDI shows. "

https://www.iihs.org/iihs/sr/statusreport/article/53/6/1

" The current study was based on the 2018 Highway Loss Data Institute research on the subject,
which estimated that the legalization of retail sales was associated with a 6.0% increase in insurance
collision claims compared with control states."

Citizens of Brampton are already held hostage by insurance companies by paying some of the
highest monthly premiums IN THE COUNTRY.

Retail stores will give these companies MORE reason to victimize the residents of Brampton with
even higher premiums.

Let the pot users order online, save my money and do better for Brampton.

Vote NO to Cannabis stores in Brampton.

Thanks for reading and listening.
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Good evening, Councillors, Mr. Mayor. Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you. 

You have heard from a lot of us by now, and you will no doubt hear from many more. Sharing our 

concerns. Telling you what we want. Representative Democracy in action. 

What I want is never to see or smell or think about cannabis again. It gives me migraines. Thinking about 

it, *and* smelling it. I hate it. I want it to disappear into the ether. But that’s not possible. 

And of course, as you know, giving us what we want isn’t your job. Which is lucky for you, because if it 

were, we could just get rid of most of you and hold a referendum every time a decision had to be made. 

We could vote for what we want. Save the city over $1.5 million a year. 

But we can’t do that. Because as you don’t need me to remind you, Representative Democracy doesn’t 

work like that. As you all know, your job is not to do what we want. Your job is to take the information 

you have and the concerns we voice, and to fold that all together, and to make decisions that are *in the 

best interests* of the city of Brampton. 

And because it is legal for adults aged 19 and up to possess cannabis for recreational use in Brampton, it 

is in the city’s best interests to provide opportunities for adults aged 19 and up to acquire regulated 

cannabis products legally, through licensed and inspected vendors. Buying cannabis online is not a 

workable option for every person who wants to buy cannabis, and by refusing to open retail stores in 

Brampton, we will drive people towards illegal markets, where the product they buy will be unregulated, 

is of inconsistent potency, and could be laced with other, illegal drugs. This would be irresponsible on 

the part of the City of Brampton. And no, one store is not going to make a big difference to illegal sales. 

But opting in now will secure a seat at the table for Brampton as policies and procedures are shaped 

regarding the placement and frequency of additional stores. It will allow us to be a part of the process. 

Furthermore, because it is legal for adults aged 19 and up to possess cannabis for recreational use in 

Brampton, and throughout the Region of Peel, we are already incurring additional policing costs, and we 

will continue to do so, regardless of whether we opt in or out. It is therefore in the city’s best financial 

interests to opt in and take the funding currently being offered by the Province. No, it is not enough. But 

if we opt out, we get nothing, which is even less. And once we are a part of the process and have a seat 

at the table, we can band together with other municipalities that have opted in, like Toronto and 

Hamilton, and ask for more. 

Like everyone here, I want us each to make good decisions, for ourselves and for others. Like many here, 

I share parental fears that seeing cannabis for sale will legitimize its use in my children’s minds. But if we 

can teach our children about the harms of cigarettes and alcohol, then we can teach them about the 

harms of cannabis. Legal cannabis is a reality, and it is both socially responsible and fiscally prudent of 

the City of Brampton to opt in to having retail stores for cannabis products. 

Thank you for your time. 

Ishta Mercurio-Wentworth 
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