
 

 
RIVERWALK: Downtown Etobicoke Creek Revitalization  
 

Ask 

That the federal and provincial governments partner with the City of 

Brampton to develop and implement the Riverwalk project. The key steps to achieving a 

successful outcome of the project include: 

• Acceptance of a floodplain landform as “permanent” flood mitigation by MNRF 

• Completion of an Environmental Assessment Study (2018-2019) with a budget of 

$4M (we will be asking for funding under Phase 2 of the Clean Water and Wastewater 

Fund in 2017-2018 fiscal year) 

• Construction of flood mitigation and public realm (Riverwalk) with a budget of 

approximately $200M (2020-2025) 

PARTNERSHIPS: Large scale infrastructure and community revitalization projects such as this 

will require the support of all levels of government.  The need for multi-level collaboration was 

recognized during the post Hurricane Hazel investment in flood infrastructure and floodline 

mapping programs (1954-1990s) that lead to the construction of several large flood control 

dams and channels across the province, using the 1/3 municipal – 1/3 provincial – 1/3 federal 

funding formula. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Regulatory Environment 

Downtown Brampton currently lies within the regulatory floodplain of the Etobicoke Creek and 

as such, is subject to development regulations by the Province and the Toronto and Region 

Conservation Authority (TRCA). The area has been designated as a Special Policy Area (SPA) 

by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs (MMA) and Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

(MNRF). The designation recognizes that the historic downtown lies within the Regulatory 

Floodplain, but that it also represents the heart of Brampton and should be maintained as a 

place to invest and do business. 

Quick Facts: 

• 1980’s original SPA designation applied by the Province (MMAH and MNRF) 

• 2014 Brampton’s SPA Amendment policy approved by the Province (1st municipality to 

receive an amendment approval) 

• 2014 SPA policy clearly defines the development opportunities in the Downtown. 

Development potential is concentrated around the perimeter of the SPA but is still greatly 

restricted due to the flood risks. 
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Etobicoke Creek By-pass Channel 

The Etobicoke Creek is a significant natural heritage watershed asset for the Downtown, the 

City and the Region. The original public works project (built in 1952) solved the issue of annual 

flooding in the downtown.  It essentially “paid for itself” within two years, because when 

Hurricane Hazel devastated other parts of the GTA, Brampton remained relatively unscathed 

due to the function of the by-pass channel. Since that time the City has “turned its back” on 

Etobicoke Creek. 

Quick Facts: 

• 600m long trapezoidal concrete channel was completed by the Etobicoke-Mimico 

Conservation Authority in 1952 

• The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority currently owns and maintains the channel 

• Flows from up to the 1:350 year storm can be contained  

• Flows from the Regulatory storm (Hurricane Hazel) will spill into the downtown core 

following the alignment of the original creek valley (the extent of the spill delineates the 

regulatory floodplain) 

Flood Mitigation – Landform Feature  

Feasibility studies have shown that it is possible to eliminate the flood hazard during a 

Regulatory Storm event (Hurricane Hazel) which would in turn allow for the removal of the SPA 

designation.  This can be achieved by constructing a landform feature (or “superberm”) similar 

to that constructed by the Province in the lower Don Valley and by reconfiguring the channel.  

Quick Facts: 

• Only “permanent” flood protection, as defined by the province, will enable regulatory 

floodlines to be changed 

• A landform is designed to withstand the three potential mechanisms of failure thereby 

making the probability of failure extremely low 

• There are strong models in Ontario for supporting urban revitalization through naturalization 

and flood protection, such as Toronto’s West Donlands and the Mouth of the Don River 

Flood protection.  

• This design was approved and built by the province for the West Donlands flood protection 

landform 

• Brampton’s flood mitigation will include landform features (north and south ends of the SPA, 

channel widening and channel deepening) 



Downtown Revitalization 

Removal of the SPA designation will unlock development potential in the downtown and serve 

as a catalyst for several other federal, provincial and city initiatives. Significant economic 

benefits are to be realized by investing in the Riverwalk vision for Downtown Brampton 

including:  

• Addresses the City’s existing flood risk in the downtown core and protects existing 

neighbourhoods from flood risk 

• Provides a naturalized central ribbon of open space through the downtown core, connecting 

important ecosystems 

• Supports healthy and resilient communities by meeting climate change objectives  

• Unlocks existing opportunities to leverage the economic development priorities of the City 

with sustainable growth objectives 

• Benefit of new public realm, civic pride and Brampton identity 

The Riverwalk project is part of, and contributes to, a greater planning vision for the City of 

Brampton in that it is directly and indirectly linked to all of the City Game Changer projects. 

 

Economic Development  

The City of Brampton Riverwalk will be the catalyst to intensifying the downtown housing, 

commercial and office opportunities. Initial high level assessments suggest the following 

economic benefits may be realized by the $200M investment: 

During Riverwalk Construction   Post Riverwalk Construction

23,000 – new construction jobs  

9,200 –  new indirect jobs  

$2 Billion –  earnings due to new 
construction jobs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$1.1 Billion – boost in construction activities 

4,000 to 6,000 - new residents over and 
above existing projections  

2,700 – number of new housing units  

2,100 – new permanent jobs 

$119 million – total income level per year 

$3.0 Billion –  total income over 25 years 

400,000 sq.ft. – new office space  

110,000 sq.ft. – new retail space

Over the next 25 years, there will be various positive impacts that will transpire directly and 

indirectly as a result of this “Game Changer”. The City of Brampton estimates the annual 

spending by visitors, residents, employees and other operations along the Riverwalk 

Development will generate a GDP ranging from $340 million to $500 million.  



Inter-governmental Connections 

This project directly relates to Federal and Provincial Regulations, Policies and Strategic 

Objectives that address Growth, Economic Development, Transit, the Environment and Climate 

Change, including: 

Provincial 

• Provincial Policy Statement  

• Places to Grow  

• Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act  

• MNRF Technical Guide River & Stream Systems: Flooding Hazard Limit  

• The Big Move  

• Climate Change Action Plan  

Key Ministries 
Infrastructure Ontario 
Environment and Climate Change 
Natural Resources and Forestry 
Municipal Affairs 

 
Federal  

(strong alignment with 7 of the 13 aspirational goals that support Canada’s sustainable development vision) 

• Effective action on climate change 
• Modern and resilient infrastructure 
• Pristine lakes and rivers 
• Sustainably managed lands and forests 
• Healthy wildlife populations 
• Connecting Canadians with nature 
• Safe and healthy communities 

 
Key Departments 
Infrastructure Canada 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
Natural Resources Canada 

 

Clean Water and Wastewater Fund  

The City of Brampton has been allocated $5,371,192 in Federal funding and $2,685,596 in 

Provincial funding under the Clean Water and Wastewater fund (project approvals are currently 

pending). Based on this opportunity, the City has identified $1.2M to support Riverwalk related 

projects to be funded in a 50/25/25% contribution formula (fed/prov/mun). The Riverwalk 

projects include: 

1. Environmental Assessment Master Plan & Sustainability Framework ($600k) 

2. Centennial Park/Etobicoke Creek Valley Landfill Analysis ($100K) 

3. Storm Sewer Network Asset Management – includes inventory, inspections and modelling of 

storm sewer infrastructure ($500k) 


