
 

 

Regional Connections 
Partnering to Build Regional Connections 

Objective 

Building on the City’s existing strengths, “Regional Connections” will expand 

opportunities for a multi-modal transportation network that seamlessly integrates Brampton with the 

Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) and beyond.   

Brampton Asks 

• Federal government to partner with Brampton and the other levels of government on: 

o Two-way all day GO rail service through Brampton requires cooperation with CN Rail and 

CP Rail. 

o Additional transit improvements including new Züm Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes, 

additional buses on existing Züm routes, and additional operations, maintenance and 

storage facilities. 

o Support provincial completion of the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) West Corridor 

Environmental Assessment (EA) study to identify and protect a preferred route alignment.  

Brampton’s Strengths  

• Fastest growing transit ridership in Ontario, significantly outpacing population growth. 

• Since 2009, Brampton Transit ridership has grown by 67% while Brampton’s population grew by 

18%. 

• Brampton Transit ridership is expected to increase from 23 million riders in 2016 to 40 million 

riders in 2031 (74% increase over next 15 years). 

• Brampton has over $71 million worth of transportation projects on-going including: 

o $65 million for Public Transit Infrastructure Fund (PTIF) projects which includes the rollout 

of Züm Bus Rapid Transit on Airport Road, expansion of the Sandalwood Transit 

Maintenance Yard, new buses for replacement and growth, etc; 

o Thank you to the Federal Government for funding half of the $65 million for PTIF projects; 

o Over $6 million for various studies including the Queen Street Transit Master Plan, Light 

Rail Transit (LRT) Extension EA study to connect Downtown Brampton, several Mobility 

Hub studies, and an Active Transportation Master Plan. 
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• Brampton is uniquely positioned within the GTHA providing a competitive advantage for 

businesses since: 

o Centre of Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor between Toronto and Kitchener; 

o A solution to enable two-way all-day GO rail service through Brampton is the key to 

unlocking two-way all day GO rail service on the entire Kitchener Line;  

o Züm BRT is flourishing in Brampton having met and further built up demand and has laid a 

foundation for further Rapid Transit growth and expansion, including additional BRT and LRT;  

o The proposed Greater Toronto Area West Corridor will pass traverse northwest and 

northeast Brampton;  

o Brampton area businesses are closely integrated with Toronto Pearson International 

Airport, and there are employment lands available for development to stimulate further 

economic growth for the City of Brampton and the surrounding area. 

Key Projects  

• Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor 

o Linking Toronto to Brampton-Halton Hills-Guelph-Kitchener-Waterloo is comparable to the 

world’s largest innovation centres (e.g. Silicon Valley); 

o The area surrounding the corridor contains a population of 6.2 million and 205,000 tech 

workers; 

o Opportunity to develop tech, financial services, research and development environments 

through two-way all-day GO rail service.  

• Two-Way All Day GO Rail Service 

o Two-way all-day GO rail service is part of the Province of Ontario’s Regional Express Rail 

program. On the Kitchener Line – along Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor – two-way all-

day service can currently only be enabled between Toronto and the Bramalea GO station in 

Brampton; 

o Beyond Bramalea and through most of Brampton, the rail corridor is owned by CN and is its 

busiest mainline freight operation in the country, meaning that freight rail in this corridor 

takes priority over commuter rail. Additional track capacity needs to be provided through 

Brampton to unlock two-way all-day GO rail service between Toronto and Kitchener At this 

time, there are two possible solutions to enable two-way all-day GO rail service: 

1. Provide additional rail capacity along the Kitchener GO rail line including a 3rd track 

northwest of Bramalea GO through Brampton, which is also challenged by property 

constraints through Brampton’s downtown area. OR 

2. Construct a new “Missing Link” freight rail corridor between the Kitchener GO line 

(southeast of Bramalea GO) and the Milton GO line (west of Trafalgar Road) to 

redirect CN freight rail traffic from the Kitchener Line (and CP traffic from the Milton 

Line). 

  



• Brampton Züm Bus Rapid Transit Network Improvements 

o Looking to build upon the success of the Brampton Züm Bus Rapid Transit network; 

o Additional transit improvements are required to meet growing transit demands out to the 

year 2041 including new Züm routes, additional buses on existing Züm routes, and 

additional operations, maintenance and storage facilities. 

• GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (Highway 400 to Highway 407/401 

Interchange) 

o Features a 400-series highway and transitway passing through the northeast and northwest 

areas of Brampton; 

o Province of Ontario has suspended work on the Environmental Assessment (EA) study in 

order to review the work undertaken to-date and to ensure the project still aligns with recent 

changes in government policy and emerging technologies; 

o Without the corridor, Regional and local transportation infrastructure will be significantly 

strained, impeding the ability of Brampton and Caledon within the Region of Peel to attract 

and retain strategic employment; 

o The remaining greenfield areas identified for future development in northwest Brampton 

and a portion of northeast Brampton are essentially frozen until a decision is made on 

when/how to conclude GTA West Corridor EA study. 

 

 

 


