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Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
 

Full and Fair Representation at the Region of Peel  
  

 

What is the ideal regional governance structure for Brampton and the regional 
economy?    

Brampton residents deserve full representation at the Region of Peel (Region) that includes all 

10 elected Councillors and the Mayor.  

Currently, each Brampton Regional Councillor represents 98,939 residents at the Region, 

compared to Mississauga Councillors who each represent 72,159 residents.  

 

Why is full and fair representation important for the regional economy?  

 Brampton’s population growth has outpaced that of Mississauga and Caledon, reinforcing 

the need for increased representation for Brampton  

 Brampton’s current population is nearly 600,000 and is anticipated to grow to 900,000 by 

2041, making Brampton the second fastest growing city in Canada.  

 From 2011 to 2016, Brampton saw a net population increase of almost 70,000 people, a 

growth rate of 13.3%. Each day, 47 people relocate to Peel, 38 of those move to Brampton.  

 Equal representation is essential to reflect our current and future strong population and 

employment growth  

 Consider these facts: 

o Brampton’s location in the middle of the Innovation Super Corridor (between 

Waterloo to Toronto), will have a significant and positive impact on the Regional and 

Provincial economies  

o Brampton will soon open doors to a university that is a unique centre for education, 

innovation and collaboration, a catalyst for more jobs, increased development and 

investment  

Our Ask: 

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs enact legislation before the end of 2017, to increase 

Brampton’s representation at Region of Peel Council to 11, including the Mayor and all 

Councillors, in time for the 2018 municipal election, ensuring full and fair representation. 
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o Brampton has more than 800 health sector businesses and agencies. This is further 

strengthened as a significant health and life sciences cluster is taking shape around 

the new Peel Memorial Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness. More than $500 

Million has been invested in the 350,000ft2 urgent care facility, that is estimated to 

see more than 40,000 visitors annually. Businesses in this sector are recognizing the 

potential and investing in this growth opportunity. 

Key highlights  

 The Municipal Act’s requirement of a triple majority to change the composition of Council 

has prevented the residents of Brampton from having an equitable voice at Regional 

Government.  

 Since 2003, many unsuccessful attempts have been made to seek full representation:    

o In 2003, Brampton took a bold step and reduced its own Council from 17 to 11 

members, 10 councillors and a Mayor, with 10 Wards to prepare for all members to 

serve on Regional and City Council, like the Mississauga model.  

o In 2004 Justice Adams was commissioned by the Premier to look at the issue of 

representation at the Region of Peel. Justice Adams recommended full 

representation at the Region that included all 10 Brampton Councillors.  

 Despite his recommendation, it did not receive majority support at Peel 

Regional Council. 

o During the 2010 – 2014 term of Council, a regional Task Force was formed with the 

Regional Chair and Mayors, who discussed this issue for months. 

 There was no consensus among all three cities.  

o In 2013, Brampton underwent a ward boundary review due to growth, and to prepare 

for full representation at Regional Council. 

o In 2015 an third-party facilitator was retained to work with the Regional Chair and 

Mayors to do a full review of the existing governance model.  

 After a lengthy and vigorous review, the Region’s consultant indicated that 

Brampton’s proportion of the Region’s vote share was 29%, which warranted 

all 10 elected Brampton Councillors have a seat at Regional Council.   

o In 2017, Bill 68 did not go far enough to address disparity in regional representation 

and call for legislative changes in advance of the 2018 Municipal Election  

 To date, only 6 Councillors plus the Mayor sit on Regional Council. All of Mississauga’s 

Members of Council have been sitting on Regional Council for more than two decades.  

 Brampton is asking that the province initiate legislative changes to create a fair and equal 

representation at the Region of Peel Council. This will be a significant step towards 

empowering the regional economy to meet the current and future needs of population and 

employment growth.  
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Secondary Units – Right of Entry 

 

What is the Right of Entry for Secondary units in Brampton? 

The City of Brampton has policies allowing secondary units in detached, semi-detached and 

townhouse dwellings, subject to zoning requirements and restrictions. However, the City has a 

limited ability to investigate reported illegal units to ensure they are safe. 

 

Why is the Right of Entry to Secondary Units Important?  

• The Province’s Strong Communities Through Affordable Housing Act requires municipalities 

to permit second units in detached, semi-detached and townhouse dwellings.  

• Brampton’s policies state that all secondary units must be registered with the City, which 

helps the City ensure that the units are safe, legal and livable.  

• However, because of restricted rights of entry under both the Building Code Act and the 

Planning Act, building inspectors and enforcement officers are often refused entry when 

attempting to investigate a reported illegal dwelling unit. 

• As a result, the inability to inspect these secondary units may pose a safety risk for both 

occupants and first responders.  

loser look at secondary units in Brampton 

• In response to the Province’s Strong Communities Through Affordable Housing Act, the City 

of Brampton introduced new secondary unit policies in 2015. 

• The City’s one-time registration requirement ensures that secondary units meet all safety 

requirements under the:  

o Ontario Building Code and/or Fire Code  

o Electrical Safety Authority 

o Local zoning by-law 

• Registration also helps the City identify the location of second units. This information is 

shared with Brampton Fire, to be used by firefighters responding to an emergency. 

• The right of entry issues stems from the City’s ability to investigate illegal dwelling units.  

Our Ask: 

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs enact changes to the Building Code Act and the Planning 

Act to give expanded rights of entry for municipalities for the purpose of inspecting 

secondary units and illegal multi-unit dwellings. 
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• Section 16(1) of the Building Code Act states, in part, that  

o “an inspector or officer shall not enter or remain in any room or place actually being used 

as a dwelling unless the consent of the occupier is obtained, the occupier first having 

been informed that the right of entry may be refused and entry made only under the 

authority of a warrant issued under this Act.” 

• Section 49(3) of the Planning Act states, in part, that:  

o “Except under the authority of a search warrant issued under section 49.1, an officer or 

any person acting under his or her instructions shall not enter any room or place actually 

used as a dwelling without requesting and obtaining the consent of the occupier, first 

having informed the occupier that the right of entry may be refused and entry made only 

under the authority of a search warrant.” 

• As such, when City inspectors and/or officers are investigating a reported illegal second unit, 

they are often refused the right of entry.   

• If inspectors/officers are able to gather enough evidence that a second unit exists, they may 

be successful in getting a warrant from the courts, but this is very resource intensive, and is 

subject to the evidence collected and the Justice of the Peace presiding.  

• If unsuccessful in gaining a warrant and/or entry into the dwelling, the City cannot 

prosecute for illegal construction/change of use or for compliance with the second unit 

registration by-law.  

• As a result, the City cannot confirm that secondary units meet the necessary requirements 

noted above, which could risk the safety of the building’s occupants and the emergency 

responders dispatched to that location in an emergency.   

• Illegal secondary units add financial pressures and lead to loss in revenue to the City, 

Region and the Province.  

• Residents of illegal secondary units use the existing infrastructure (water, sewer, waste 

collection services, roads, public transit, schools, libraries, recreational facilities etc.). 

However, the property taxes for these homes are based only on the assessed value of the 

primary dwelling and not the secondary unit. 

• In addition, Development Charges are currently exempt when adding a secondary unit. 

Development Charges are proposed to continue to be exempt for in new purpose-built two-

unit housing.  
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Ministry of Finance 
 

Revenue Tools 
 

 
 

Why are new Revenue Tools Important for Municipalities? 

 Municipalities in Ontario are increasingly being tasked with taking on additional 

responsibilities, often without the corresponding financial resources, and relying on 

property taxes and user fees to deliver critical programs for residents and business 

community. 

 In 2015, a report prepared by the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 

concluded municipalities face an estimated shortfall of $4.9 billion over the next 10 years 

to maintain current service levels and finance infrastructure needs. 

 To offset the infrastructure gap, property tax and user fees might need to double by 

2025, representing a revenue increase of at least 8 per cent, each year, for the next 

decade. 

 Programs such as the, Provincial Gas Tax is a helpful program that provides cities, like 

Brampton, predictable funding that supports long term planning and investment. 

 The recent provincial Municipal Act, 2001 review did not go far enough to provide 

municipalities with revenue tools granted to Toronto under the City of Toronto Act.  

 Despite the province providing municipalities with some financial flexibility (i.e. authority 

to tax hotels), they do not go far enough to address the growing fiscal gap. 

 

Brampton’s Fiscal Position and Infrastructure Priorities? 

 The City is considered to be in good fiscal standing with very strong budgetary 

performance and low debt, supported by a ‘AAA’ stable credit crediting and sound Long-

Term Financial Master Plan and Corporate Asset Management Plan 

OUR ASK:  

The Ministry of Finance to continue to work with municipalities to identify appropriate 

revenue tools to meet growing responsibilities and budgetary pressures today and in the 

future. 
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 The City’s current infrastructure gap level is approximately $200 million (2016). Over the 

next 10 years, the City forecasts spending about $1.13 billion to address the life cycle 

needs of its assets. This level of investment will result in the infrastructure gap reaching 

approximately $650 million by 2025. 

 Numerous strategic capital initiatives are either planned, or underway, that will create 

jobs and spur economic activity, including: 

o Building a new post-secondary facility as part of larger centre of education, 

innovation and collaboration. 

o Examining transit improvements along Queen Street and the Main Street 

Corridor. 

o Riverwalk, a flood mitigation project along the Downtown Etobicoke Creek, to 

unlock invaluable lands, downtown Brampton 

o The development of a preventive health cluster surrounding Peel Memorial 

Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness Hospital Development. 

 These projects require, long-term and predictable investment from all orders of 

government. 

 

A Closer Look at Revenue Tools Available to the City of Toronto 

 The City has recently reviewed revenue tools available to Toronto and potential revenue 

implications for Brampton, in particular: Municipal Land Transfer Tax (MLTT), Personal 

Vehicle Tax (PVT), Vacant Unit Tax (VUT). 

 The City’s analysis identified the following: 

o Although the province has indicated MLTT is no longer an option being explored, 

it has the potential to generate the greatest estimated annual revenue of $100 

million. 

o Implementation of a PVT could potentially generate an estimated $12 million in 

revenue for Brampton, assuming a cost of $60. This would require the most 

administration as refunds would be Brampton’s responsibility when a plate owner 

moved out of Brampton. 

o VUT could potentially generate an estimated $20 million for revenue for 

Brampton. This would be based on Brampton properties within the Region of 

Peel. The City is monitoring the situation in Vancouver to understand the on-

going administration requirements. 

 Other potential options for consideration could include: 

o Explore the elimination of the 1.76 per cent HST on goods and services paid by 

municipalities to the Province 

o Further investigate AMO’s current suggestion of a 1 per cent sales tax, dedicated 

to address local infrastructure investment and help close the municipal fiscal gap. 
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Ministry of Health and Long Term Care 
 

Funding for Brampton Hospitals   

 

 

What are the funding needs for Brampton hospitals? 

 
Overall required ongoing operating funding to meet the service gap at Osler: 

 Critical need: PMC Urgent Care Centre (UCC) Volume at 65,000 visits per year - $14M 

 Critical need: Volume and surge pressures at Brampton Civic Hospital (BCH) resulting in 

unfunded and hallway beds - $8.0M  

 Additional need: Two operating rooms at BCH - $3.0M 

 Additional need: PMC mental health and ambulatory outpatient services - $5.2M  

 

Why is funding for Brampton hospitals important?  
 

The Ministry’s 2016 mandate letter commits to Providing Timely Access to the Right Care, 

Delivering Co-ordinated and Integrated Care in the Community and Closer to Home, and 

Making Decisions Based on Value and Quality to Sustain the Health Care System for 

Generations to Come.  

 

Continued underfunding will result in longer ED wait times and more hallway bed patients and 

no-bed admits. Osler will be forced to reduce hours at the new PMC to reduce the number of 

unfunded visits, negatively impacting integrated and preventive health care delivery. This in turn 

will have a significant negative impact on opportunities for the development of an economy-

boosting health cluster around PMC. 

Demographics 

Our Ask: 

To relieve the significant capacity and access pressures at Brampton Civic Hospital (BCH) 

and Peel Memorial Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness (PMC), avoid additional 

service loss and negative economic impact, the City of Brampton and William Osler Health 

System are seeking a commitment from the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care 

(Ministry) to provide a minimum of an additional $22 million in ongoing funding.  

 

The City of Brampton and Osler also requests a follow up meeting with the Minister of Health 

and Long-Term care to further discuss the impact of this funding on our community. 

 



10 
 

 Brampton continues to experience significant population growth as one of Canada’s 

fastest-growing cities. Its current population of 600,000 is projected to reach 900,000 

by 2041. 

 One in 10 Peel Region adults has diabetes, a proportion projected to rise to one in 

six by 2025. The overall provincial rate is one in 12. 

 At the PMC Urgent Care Centre, the number of acutely ill patients continues to 

increase, comprising 10% of total visits. At BCH a 33.5% increase in ED visits since 

FY2010/11 has largely occurred in the highest acuity areas.  

Closer look at funding for Brampton hospitals   

 
The PMC Urgent Care Centre 

 

 The Functional Program for the PMC UCC indicates a volume of 42,626 visits, including 

32,434 visits transferred from BCH.  

 Osler conducted an exercise examining population, usage patterns, human behaviour 

factors, and other trends from the Ministry’s Hit Tool and Canadian Institute for Health 

Information (CIHI) reporting portal 

o The results predict annual visits to the UCC to increase to 65,000 visits, 

incremental to the volumes already served at BCH.  

 The average daily visits in the first week of operation were 88, increased to 153 in May, 

and reached a peak of 197 visits on July 7, 2017 

 PMC will reach 65,000 UCC visits per year incremental to BCH’s current ED visits, 

The projected annual volumes do not currently qualify for PCOP funding and will result in a 

funding gap of $14M in its first year of operation. 

 

PMC mental health and ambulatory care outpatient visits 

 

Osler found an additional 4,366 Mental Health Clinic visits ($1.1M) and 27,485 Ambulatory Care 

visits ($4.1M) in the PMC Functional Program that did not align to existing funding. This 

discrepancy in incremental volumes would result in reduced operational funding of $5.2M in its 

first year of operation. 

 

BCH funding pressures 

 

 BCH’s ED was built to serve 90,000 visits annually, but experienced more than 138,000 

ED visits in FY2016/17. 

 There were 33 admitted patients waiting for a bed daily in FY2016/17, an 88% increase 

since FY 2013/14. 

 Between April 2016 to April 2017 there were 4,352 hallway patients at BCH with 

significant lengths of stay ranging from 40 to nearly 70 hours  

 Significant increase in ambulance volumes (57% since FY 2010/11) 
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 Increase in ED patient days, highlighting the number of patients admitted and awaiting 

an inpatient bed in the ED 

 During times of surge, patients may stay in the ED up to four days waiting for a bed  

 BCH ED is at greater than 114% occupancy 

 ED Mental Health visits at 640 per month at BCH, with approximately 30% of these 

escorted by police – added security costs of $950K this year  

 To mitigate the pressures caused by volumes and high patient acuity demands, and to 

open 30 unfunded beds, which will require annual funding of $8M in FY2017/18. 

BCH additional operating rooms 

 

BCH was designed with 18 ORs. To date, two ORs have yet to be outfitted and operationalized. 

These ORs will help Osler continue to meet the surgical needs of the community and decrease 

wait times, to improve access to care. To achieve this, additional operational funding investment 

of $3.0M is required.  

 

Economic impacts  
 

In April, the City of Brampton released results of a study for creating a Health and Life Sciences 

cluster around the new PMC. The study presents a core strategy to combine existing strengths 

in the sector with forward-looking thinking and technology advancements. 

 Focus on preventive care to complement the service focus at the PMC 

 Would attract businesses involved with big data, health apps, population-based 

research and personalized medicine. 

 The economic benefits generated through the core strategy could create nearly 

$35 trillion in GDP 

 Potential of adding 5,000 to 6,000 high-paying jobs, with an additional possible 

13,000 jobs through indirect employment 

o 1.5 million square feet of additional office space 

PMC is the centrepiece to the development of this cluster, and a very attractive partner for 

businesses. In the context of the current funding and service gap, Osler may be required to 

reduce hours at the PMC. Businesses would be much less inclined to invest when the 

centrepiece to the ecosystem is only open for a few hours each day. The strategy to generate 

$35 trillion in economic activity and employ up to 18,000 people would fall well short of its 

potential. 
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Strengthening Health Partnerships  

  

 

What is Strengthening Health Partnerships?  

Brampton is planning for a preventive care health cluster around the Peel Memorial Centre. In 

order to move towards this goal, the City is building and strengthening partnerships with health 

care providers, businesses, NGOs and government ministries to drive innovation, growth, jobs 

and investment. A preventive health cluster has the potential to add $35 trillion to the GDP and 

a possible 18,000 jobs. 

A key component in the development of a health cluster around Peel Memorial is the 

Partnership Lands. This area is currently owned by the William Osler Health System (WOHS), 

and decisions around its use are influenced by WOHS, the Central West LHIN, the Province 

and the City of Brampton. Its immediate proximity to the Peel Memorial Centre, its 

attractiveness to health care development and its potential to unlock further growth and 

development mean decisions made about the Partnership Lands are critical to future 

investment. 

 

Why is Strengthening Health Partnerships important?  

Strong Health Partnerships in Brampton will drive innovation and economic growth that will 

positively impact the city, the region, and Ontario.  

In April, the City of Brampton released results of a study for creating a Health and Life Sciences 

cluster around this world-class facility. The study, led by MDB Insight, is the first of its kind for 

Brampton, and presents a core strategy to combine existing strengths in the sector with forward-

looking thinking and technology advancements. 

The strategy recommends building this cluster with a focus on preventive care. This niche within 

the health sector complements the service focus at the Peel Memorial Centre and takes 

advantage of growing trends in the health care sector. This type of cluster would attract 

businesses involved with big data, health apps, population-based research and personalized 

medicine. 

Our Ask:  

The Ministry of Health and Long Term Care partner with the City of Brampton on the health 

care cluster planned to be developed within the four-acre site around the Peel Memorial 

Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness (the “Partnership Lands”).     
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Study Highlights 

 The study is thinking big, with long range planning until 2041 looking at 25 significant 

development projects.  

 A mix of office, commercial and residential uses are planned that will amplify smart 

growth in Brampton and economic growth in Ontario 

 Building a cluster in health and life sciences can create the critical mass necessary for 

further growth 

Economic Impact  

 The economic benefits generated through the core strategy could create nearly $35 

trillion in GDP 

 Potential of adding 5,000 to 6,000 high-paying jobs, with an additional possible 13,000 

jobs through indirect employment 

 1.5 million square feet of additional office space 

The Time is Now 

 Brampton is experiencing incredible momentum in new developments, business and 

growth in the health and life sciences sector.  

 800 health sector businesses and agencies are already in Brampton, from doctor’s 

offices to global players in medical research and devices 

 Leading health care facilities are already in place: William Osler Health System (Peel 

Memorial, Brampton Civic) and ErinoakKids 

 The study supports broader planning initiatives for the Downtown and Central Area, and 

could spur acceleration of some projects. 

 Cluster development will enhance and encourage active transportation within, as well as 

to and from, the study area. 

 A health cluster will be a driver in the development of mobility hubs and higher-order 

transit throughout the city. 

 

A Closer Look at Strengthening Health Partnerships   

Health Partnerships is one of six strategic initiatives the City of Brampton is taking on to drive 

jobs and investment and enhance quality of life. All six have layers of interconnectivity that 

make the whole greater than the sum of the parts. Strengthening Health Partnerships and 

developing a health cluster around the Peel Memorial Centre will contribute significantly to 

drivers and successes of other initiatives. 
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Building Health Partnerships 
 
In June, the City hosted a health and life sciences sector networking symposium: Building 

Brampton’s Unique Health Cluster. The event included panel discussions and an interactive 

networking session with businesses and organizations, designed to provide valuable insights 

and connections into Brampton’s growing health and life sciences sector. 

Participants from business, health care providers and NGOs all expressed optimism for the 

potential in Brampton, and shared ideas for taking advantage of the timing and connections 

being formed to further build momentum. 

 

Leading Health and Life Science Companies in Brampton 

 Medtronic (Canadian head office) 

 Canadian Blood Services 

 Dynacare (Canadian head office) 

 MDA Robotics 

 William Osler Health System 

 Loblaw 

 Taro Pharmaceuticals 

 Canon (Canadian head office) 

 ErinoakKids Centre for Treatment and Development 

Brampton’s Attributes 

Brampton’s location, demographics and economic base makes it attractive for investment in the 

health and life sciences sector 

 Downtown Brampton, adjacent to the Partnership Lands, is located in the middle of the 

Waterloo-Toronto Innovation Super Corridor  

 Brampton has established links with post-secondary institutions in the health care sector, 

like Sheridan College 

 Brampton’s diverse population makes it a microcosm of the world and attractive to health 

research businesses 

 Diverse economic base with more than 9,000 businesses 

 The second fastest growing of Canada’s large cities, with a projected population of 

almost 900,000 by 2041 

 The largest supply of vacant land adjacent to Toronto Pearson International 

Airport 
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Ministry of Transportation 

 
LRT Extension Environmental Assessment and Mobility Hubs 

 

 
 

Why is the LRT Extension EA Important? 

 The LRT connects Brampton GO to Hurontario-Steeles Mobility Hub, as well as 

Cooksville GO and Port Credit GO, with a fast and reliable LRT service as an integral 

part of the overall GTHA transportation network. 

 The City is investing $4.4M to conduct this study. 

 The LRT connection supports Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor, representing: 

o A current population of 6.2 million residents in the corridor of Toronto, Brampton, 

Halton Hills, Guelph and Kitchener-Waterloo  

o A current employee base of 205,000 in high-tech, financial services, and 

research and development industries along this corridor. 

 

OPTION 1: Kennedy Road Corridor via Steeles/Kennedy/Queen to Brampton GO 

 Number of people and jobs = 54,530 in 2015 → 103,750 in 2041 

 Estimated direct economic impact: development potential (net growth 2015-2041)  

o 16,595 new jobs 

o $2.9 Billion in development construction value 

o $700 Million in total annual income 

 

OPTION 2: McLaughlin Road Corridor via Steeles/McLaughlin/Queen to Brampton GO 

 Number of people and jobs = 61,170 in 2015 → 104,800 in 2041 

OUR ASK:  

That the Ministry of Transportation partner with the City to advance the Hurontario-Main 

Light Rail Transit Extension EA and Master plans for the Brampton GO, Bramalea GO, 

Hurontario-Steeles, and Mount Pleasant GO Mobility Hubs.  
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 Estimated direct economic impact: development potential (net growth 2015-2041)  

o 11,570 new jobs 

o $2.5 Billion in development construction value 

o $499 Million in total annual income 

(Catchment area is approximately 500 metres on each side of the corridors) 

 These direct economic impacts have the ability to increase further with the introduction 

of LRT along these corridors. 

 A preferred LRT Route will be selected following Ontario’s Transit Project Assessment 

Process 

 Work includes planning and technical studies, business case, preliminary design, and 

public consultation 

 It is estimated it will take 3 years to complete the EA Study – by Fall 2020 

 An estimated additional 5 minute LRT run time to service these corridors  

 

A Closer Look at Mobility Hubs in Brampton 

 The City is planning four mobility hubs in strategic growth areas that will seamlessly 

integrate different modes of transportation including regional and rapid transit services: 

Brampton GO, Bramalea GO, Hurontario-Steeles and Mount Pleasant GO. 

 Three of the four mobility hubs: Brampton GO, Bramalea GO and Mount Pleasant GO 

connect to the Kitchener GO line and Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor, from Toronto 

to Brampton-Halton Hills-Guelph-Kitchener-Waterloo 

 Brampton GO is an anchor mobility hub located in Downtown Brampton which is 

designated as an Urban Growth Centre by the Province and will have an intensive 

concentration of living, working, shopping and playing around a major transit station 

 Preliminary planning has commenced for the Bramalea GO mobility hub through  the 

Mobility Hubs and Intensification Corridor Study as part of the City’s Official Plan Review 

 Hurontario-Steeles is a gateway mobility hub connecting to Hurontario LRT and two Züm 

bus rapid transit lines (Steeles and Main). Terms of reference have been drafted to 

undertake a master plan for this mobility hub. 

 Bramalea GO is a gateway mobility hub along the Kitchener GO line and Canada’s 

Innovation Super Corridor in proximity to Toronto Pearson Airport and Corporate Centre 
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Regional Express Rail (RER) 
 

 
 

 
Why are these Initiatives important: 
 
 Creating a high-speed link has been a vital component for the world’s largest innovation 

centres (eg. Silicon Valley). The same type of link is critical to the success of Canada’s 

Innovation Super Corridor, linking Toronto to Brampton-Halton Hills-Guelph-Kitchener-

Waterloo.  

 The area surrounding Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor contains a current population of 

6.2 million, with 205,000 people working in high-tech jobs within these municipalities.  

 To stimulate economic growth and development in Ontario, including jobs within high-tech, 

financial services, and research and development industries, along Canada’s Innovation 

Super Corridor, the extension of Two-Way All-Day GO Rail service to Kitchener-Waterloo 

needs to be expedited.   

 The Missing Link Freight Bypass Rail Corridor is key to unlocking Two-Way All-Day GO Rail 

service along Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. In addition, the Missing Link Freight 

Bypass Rail Corridor will address health and safety concerns of dangerous goods travelling 

within a high-density residential area in Brampton’s Downtown. 

 High Speed Rail should be in addition to Two-Way All-Day GO Rail service to Kitchener-

Waterloo. 

 The GO Rail improvements, and improved local transit service, are critical to shifting from 

predominantly single occupant vehicles to more sustainable modes of transportation. 

 

  

OUR ASKS:  
 
The Ministry of Transportation expedite the completion of GO Regional Express Rail 

(RER) along the Kitchener GO line to facilitate Two-Way All-Day GO Rail service along 

Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. 

 

Ensure that High Speed Rail is in addition to Two-Way All-Day GO and includes a station 

in Brampton.  

 

The “Missing Link” freight bypass rail corridor, diverting CN freight traffic, is completed as 

soon as possible. 
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Why is GO RER important to Brampton? 

 The GO Rail service improvements and resultant increased connectivity to points east and 

west will bolster Brampton’s position on Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. 

 TWAD GO and RER service will provide Brampton residents and businesses with more 

convenient and faster transit options. Expedited RER service to Mount Pleasant GO would 

extend these benefits to the area west of Bramalea in a more timely fashion and support 

City objectives (such as planning for increased density around all GO stations). 

 The High Speed Rail (HSR) corridor between Toronto and Windsor must provide a station in 

Brampton in order to connect to the other municipalities along Canada’s Innovation Super 

Corridor in support of economic growth and development in Brampton and the other Super 

Corridor municipalities. 

 

Background 

 Metrolinx currently provides frequent peak hour and hourly off peak weekday two-way GO 

Rail service to the GO stations in Brampton. 

 As part of their Regional Express Rail (RER) project, Metrolinx is planning for 15-minute 

two-way all-day GO Rail service between Bramalea and Union Station and for 15-minute 

weekday peak period peak direction service and hourly off-peak and weekend service 

between Mount Pleasant and Union Station. 

 As part of the RER project, Metrolinx commenced the GO Rail Electrification Transit Project 

Assessment Process in June 2017. On the Kitchener line, the corridor between Union 

Station and Bramalea will be electrified, allowing for 15-minute two-way all-day service. 

 The Province recently announced funding for an environmental assessment for a High 

Speed Rail (HSR) corridor between Toronto and Windsor. The HSR and RER services 

would share the rail corridor between Toronto and Kitchener. Preliminary plans for the HSR 

corridor do not include a station in Brampton.  

 Electrification and two-way all-day/RER service west of Bramalea are impeded by a need for 

additional track capacity and by heavy freight traffic (CN Rail owns portions of the corridor). 

 Beyond Bramalea and through most of Brampton, the Kitchener rail corridor is owned by CN 

and is its busiest mainline freight operation in the country; therefore, freight rail takes priority 

over commuter rail.  

 RER and HSR services west of Bramalea Stat ion depend on a solution to unlock the track 

capacity constraint through Brampton. As currently understood, there are two possible 

solutions: 

o Construct a new “Missing Link” freight rail corridor that will divert CN freight traffic 

off of the Kitchener corridor (as well as CP traffic off of the Milton corridor), thereby 

enabling two-way all-day frequent commuter rail service; or 

o Add additional rail capacity (i.e., tracks) along the Kitchener Corridor.  
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A Closer Look at Rail Service Improvement (RER and High Speed Rail)  

 Electrification of the GO Rail lines is to occur between 2018 and 2025. Information is not yet 

available as to when the electrification of the Kitchener line (through to Bramalea) will occur. 

 Additional improvements to service on the Kitchener GO Rail line are planned, however 

specific details on the timeline for these improvements have not yet been provided. 

 Preliminary plans for the HSR corridor envision service between Toronto and London being 

in operation by 2025, with service to Windsor to be in place by 2031. 

 The preliminary HSR proposal has not included a stop within Brampton, doing so is 

warranted, and would be consistent with the strategic case laid out for the HSR corridor in 

the Preliminary Business Case, i.e., providing optimal utilization of infrastructure, improving 

transportation efficiency, catalyzing economic development, and connecting employment 

and knowledge centres to trigger wider economic benefits.  

 It is important that HSR service, if implemented, does not negatively impact the rail service 

that is provided to Brampton. The Preliminary Business Case for HSR assumes a GO RER 

service frequency of one train per hour. This would result, even if an HSR station were to be 

located in Brampton, in less service to the stations in the City than is envisioned in 

Metrolinx’s plans. 
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Improving Transportation Connections 
to the 407/410 Opportunity Lands (110 ac) 

 

 

Why is an efficient transportation network connecting to the 407/410 Opportunity 
Lands (110ac) important? 

 The City of Brampton is looking to fully develop the 407/410 Opportunity Lands into a year-

round landmark/regional destination that will support economic growth and development in 

Brampton and the Province of Ontario. 

 An efficient transportation network connecting to the 407/410 Opportunity Lands  is required 

to fully realize the vision for full development of the site and to accommodate the increase in 

traffic volumes. 

 Additional transportation improvements are required to support the full development of the 

407/410 Opportunity Lands including direct connections to Highway 410, Highway 407ETR, 

and the future 407 Transitway. 

 

Overview 

Compared to the current economic activity generated at the existing targeted 407/410 

Opportunity Land area of 110 acres, there is a potential for substantially improved economic 

and transformative advantages to the City based on a number of preliminary development 

possibilities. These include a regional year round destination boasting a first of a kind 

memorable iconic landmark of Brampton along with a mix of uses including office, retail, 

commercial, residential and a major recreational and/or education facility that will draw tourists 

from around the GTA and beyond.  

In addition to attracting economic activity in key economic sectors, a major tourist attraction has 

the potential to draw on over 7 million people living in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area 

(GTAH). According to the Regional Tourism Organization that represents the Toronto Region; in 

2016 there were approximately 14.03 million overnight visitors to the Region and 26 million 

people that travelled to Toronto for day trips, for a total of 40.3 million visitors. 

OUR ASK:  

The Ministry of Transportation Partner with the City of Brampton to provide direct 

connections between the Provincial transportation network and the 407/410 Opportunity 

Lands (110 ac) including Highway 410, Highway 407 ETR, and future 407 Transitway with 

a station at Kennedy Road. 
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A closer look at the transportation network surrounding the 407/410 Opportunity 
Lands (110ac) 

 The area surrounding the 407/410 Opportunity Lands has some important supporting 

elements within the existing transportation network including Highway 410, Highway 

407ETR, Kennedy Road, and Brampton Transit services. 

 Planned future improvements to the transportation network include a new 407 Transitway, 

expansion of Züm bus rapid transit along Kennedy Road, and Hurontario Light Rail Transit. 

 Additional improvements are required to better integrate the Provincial transportation 

network into the 407/410 Opportunity Lands including: 

o New Ramps with Highway 410  

 Opportunity to add a southbound off ramp from Highway 410 into the 407/410 

Opportunity Lands 

 Opportunity for other innovative solutions to connect on and off ramps to Highway 

410 

o New Ramps with Highway 407ETR  

 Opportunity to add on and off ramps from 407ETR at Kennedy Road or into the 

407/410 Opportunity Lands 

o 407 Transitway  

 Opportunity to have MTO plan and protect for a future station at Kennedy Road   

 Building on the existing and planned future transportation network with these additional  

improvements will help the City achieve its goal of making the 407/410 Opportunity Lands 

into a year-round landmark/regional destination that will support economic growth and 

development in Brampton and the Province of Ontario 
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GTA West Corridor Environmental Assessment (EA) 
 

 
 

Why is the GTA West Corridor EA Study important 

 The completion of the GTA West Corridor EA Study and the identification and protection of a 
preferred route would allow for development planning to proceed on lands outside of the final 
corridor alignment that are currently on hold within the Preliminary Route Planning Study Area.  

 

Specific to Brampton, this would: 

• Allow for the advancement of secondary planning in the Heritage Heights area in northwest 

Brampton. Development in this area is contingent on the provision of a major north-south 

transportation corridor. The location of other land uses in the area is contingent on the 

alignment of the corridor. 

• Allow for the completion of arterial road studies in Secondary Plan Area 47 and for the 

development of the unfrozen lands (which are designated for employment uses). 

• Enhance Brampton’s locational advantage for attracting employment. 

• Facilitate the movement of goods and people within Brampton and across the Region of 

Peel. 

 

Construction of the GTA West Corridor would also: 

• Alleviate future congestion on City and Regional roads expected to ensue from forecasted 

strong growth in Brampton and the wider region; 

• Include alternative transportation modes (e.g. cycling infrastructure and transit) that could 

reduce the use of single-occupancy vehicles and greenhouse gas emissions;   

• Complete long-range transportation and land-use planning in Brampton; 

• Complete an integrated highway network by connecting to Highway 410 and Highway 427; 

and, 

• Facilitate the flow of goods and people on corridors that are already at capacity (e.g. 

Highway 401).  

OUR ASK:  

The Minister of Transportation make a decision, by the end of 2017, to proceed with 
completing the GTA West Corridor EA Study in order to identify and protect a preferred 
route as soon as possible. 
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Background 

 The GTA West Corridor would be a new transportation corridor linking Highway 400 in 

Vaughan and Highways 401 and 407 in Halton Region, passing through northeast and 

northwest Brampton.  

 The Minister of Transportation suspended the EA study in December 2015 in order to review 

the work undertaken to-date and to ensure the project still aligns with recent changes in 

government policy and emerging technologies. 

 The GTA West Advisory Panel, appointed in April 2016 and tasked with conducting a 

strategic assessment of potential alternatives, has been given an extension until April 20, 

2018 to table their findings. 

 Without the corridor, Regional and local transportation infrastructure will be significantly 

strained in the future. This would impede the ability of Brampton to attract and retain 

employment, affecting the City’s potential for economic growth. 

 The remaining greenfield areas identified for future development in northwest Brampton and 

a portion of northeast Brampton are essentially frozen until a decision is made on when/how 

to conclude GTA West Corridor EA study. 

Closer look at the GTA West Corridor EA Study 

 The Ontario Ministry of Transportation initiated the GTA West Corridor EA in January 2007. 

 Stage 1 of the EA was completed in November 2012 with the release of a Transportation 

Development Strategy and the identification of a Preliminary Route Planning Study Area 

(lands within this Area are effectively frozen from development pending the identification of a 

preferred corridor alignment). 

 Stage 2 of the EA – route identification and preliminary design – was initiated in February 

2014. A series of alternative alignments and a Focused Analysis Area were released for 

public consultation in late 2014. 

 In December 2015, the Minister of Transportation announced that work on the EA was 

suspended pending a review of the work undertaken to date and to ensure that the project 

still aligns with recent changes in government policy in the region and recent emerging 

technologies. 

 In April 2016, an Advisory Panel was appointed and tasked with conducting a strategic 

assessment of potential alternative approaches to meet future transportation demand and 

infrastructure needs in the corridor area. The original deadline (April 2017) for the Panel to 

report to the Minister has been extended to April 2018. 

 City staff has been involved in the EA since its inception, most recently through the 

submission of comments to the Advisory Panel in November 2016 and through requests to 

the Minister of Transportation and provincial staff for updates regarding the status of the EA. 
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Ministry of Advanced Education & Skills Development 

University – Financial Commitment   
 

 

What is the Financial Commitment for a Brampton University?  

Brampton is Canada’s 2nd fastest growing city with growing post-secondary educational needs. 

Realizing the City’s vision for a centre of education, innovation and collaboration, requires more 

than 50 per cent of the Province’s currently committed $180 million. 

 

Why is Financial Commitment to a Brampton University important?  

Substantial financial commitment to capital and ongoing operational costs is required for post-

secondary education in Brampton. 

Brampton’s vision to have a centre of education, innovation and collaboration will have 

significant economic and social returns to the City, Region and Province. Brampton will amplify 

the benefits of a traditional university campus by actively partnering with business and 

community groups. 

Despite being Canada’s 2nd fastest growing among Canada’s top 25 large cities, with a 

projected population of 837,000 by 2031, Brampton is currently underserved in post-secondary 

education. This compares with Milton’s projected population of 228,000 for 2031. 

 

Affordable Post-Secondary Options 

Equal access to post-secondary education options is an important element of affordability, as 

presently 63% of Brampton’s students apply to universities up to 60 kilometres from Brampton.  

For full-time Brampton students attending university in Toronto, transportation costs could 

amount to approximately $1,700 per year. This cost could be cut in half if students had the 

opportunity to attend university in Brampton.  

We know that the average employment income of Ontario university graduates was $37,397 

higher than the average for all Canadian high school graduates (2010). Brampton has a lower 

average household income than the rest of the GTA at around $89,000. The proportion of the 

Our Ask: 

Brampton is a city with a population of 600,000 people, forecasted to grow to 900,000 by 

2041. The City requests the Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Development allocate 

the $180 million university funds in proportion to Brampton’s rapid growth. 
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population with  a post-secondary certificate, diploma or degree is lower than the Ontario 

average, at 50.8%.  

A university in Brampton will position the City and its residents to thrive.   

An economic impact study evaluated the impact of a 5,000 student university in Brampton, and 

concluded that: 

 Brampton is an ideal location for a university campus, as it would achieve the 

government’s key priorities of addressing post-secondary education affordability and 

sustainability for its residents. 

 Brampton has socio-economic characteristics that support strong demand for university 

education now, and continuing demand as its population grows rapidly. 

 

A Closer Look at a University in Brampton   

Brampton is the 2nd fastest growing city in Canada and has the lowest median age in Canada. 
Brampton’s young and rapidly growing population needs more affordable post-secondary 
education options: 

 Population: 600,000 in 2016; 900,000 residents by 2041 

 Youngest median age in Canada: 34.7 

 63% of Brampton students apply to universities up to 60 km away 

 Lower household income than the rest of the GTA at $89,000 

 Build the skilled workforce of tomorrow in one of the most diverse, youthful and fastest 
growing of Canada’s large cities 

Brampton’s vision includes a new post-secondary institution. Brampton’s vision – one shared 
with the Province and with the proponents – is more than a traditional university campus. Our 
vision is a centre of education, innovation and collaboration, with transformative effects on the 
social and economic fabric of our city. 

Deputy Premier Honourable Deb Matthews, Minister of Advanced Education and Skills 
Development, revealed that Ryerson University, in partnership with Sheridan College, submitted 
an application to establish a new facility in Brampton. The Province is expecting a final, detailed 
proposal to be complete in late summer or early fall. 

The City is excited to continue its discussions with Ryerson University, Sheridan College, the 
Province and all stakeholders to develop a unique centre that combines education with 
innovation and collaboration. 

 

Economic Impacts 

A university is a game changer. It is a catalyst for significant investments and initiatives to 

transform creative and commercial space, inspire generations of residents and provide the high 

skilled jobs of tomorrow. 

With Waterloo on the west and Toronto on the east, Brampton is the hub of Ontario’s economic 

engine. Pairing business partnerships with leading STEAM programming from two of Canada’s 
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most respected postsecondary institutions – Ryerson University and Sheridan College – will 

amplify innovation in Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. 

 A unique centre of education, innovation and collaboration will bring talent, jobs and investment 

to the Province: 

 A centre of excellence to attract students 

 A centre of innovation to attract businesses 

 A centre of collaboration to attract investment and Research & Development 

Your investment, in commitment, funding and growth, will generate multiplying effects: 

 Transforming one of Canada’s fastest growing cities 

 Developing the skilled workforce of tomorrow to attract business and investment 

 Creating a centre of education, innovation and collaboration to spur economic growth 
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University – Growing Post-Secondary Education  
  

 

What is the Need to Grow Post-Secondary Education in Brampton?  

Maximizing the positive impact of a post-secondary institution and an innovation hub requires a 

commitment to support and grow business investment and investment in post-secondary 

capacity and experiential learning opportunities. 

 

Why is Growing Post-Secondary Education in Brampton important?  

The Province’s current plan for a new university in Brampton calls for a student body of about 

1,000. To maximize the benefits of a centre for education, innovation and collaboration, the City 

of Brampton is targeting a student population above 10,000 after 10-15 years of operation. 

Economies of scale 

 A student population well beyond 1,000 is required to optimize cost-effectiveness in 

terms of operational costs, investment in shared services and a strong commitment to a 

successful centre of education, innovation and collaboration.  

 Presently, Ryerson University has about 43,000 students in downtown Toronto. 

Sheridan College educates approximately 22,000 full-time and 35,000 continuing and 

part-time studies students every year on three campuses in three Ontario cities – 

Oakville, Brampton and Mississauga.  

o A Brampton facility will require significant growth to operate as a valued and self-

supporting entity. 

Maximizing economic impact 

 In 2015, a consulting firm conducted an economic impact study for a university in 

Brampton that clearly articulated the benefits that a university would bring and the 

Our Ask: 

The Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Development commit to growing a centre of 

education, innovation and collaboration in Brampton that includes a post-secondary 

institution with student base increasing beyond the 1,000 in the initial plan to 10,000 in 10-15 

years 

. 
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transformative impact it would have. The study was based on an assumed student 

population of 5,000 and provided the following economic impacts: 

o A one-time construction impact adding more than 1,800 jobs, and ongoing 

operations would add more than 1,500 jobs 

o A one-time construction economic impact of almost $373 million, and ongoing 

impact, including student and visitor spending, of $220 million 

o This study did not account for the inclusion of an innovation and collaboration 

cluster associated with a university – one that would amplify direct and indirect 

benefits well beyond the scope of a university operation only 

o The study determined that Brampton has socio-economic characteristics that 

support strong demand for university education both now and in the future 

Supporting a centre of education, innovation and collaboration 

 Connecting space for innovation and collaboration adds significant value to plans for 

a university facility, offering new opportunities for experiential learning and 

developing the skilled workforce of tomorrow 

 Bringing business, industry, and entrepreneurs together with students and higher 

education allows for creative energy, collaboration and collisions that spark 

innovation 

 Making this space attractive to business and industry partners requires scale beyond 

1,000 students 

 A shared commitment to growth makes partnership more attractive 

 

A Closer Look at a University in Brampton   

Brampton is the 2nd fastest growing city in Canada and has the lowest median age in Canada. 

Brampton’s young and rapidly growing population needs more affordable post-secondary 

education options: 

 Population: 600,000 in 2016; 900,000 residents by 2041 

 Youngest median age in Canada: 34.7 

 63% of Brampton students apply to universities up to 60 km away 

 Lower household income than the rest of the GTA at $89,000 

 Build the skilled workforce of tomorrow in one of the most diverse, youthful and fastest 

growing of Canada’s large cities 

Brampton’s vision includes a new post-secondary institution. Brampton’s vision – one shared 

with the Province and with the proponents – is more than a traditional university campus. Our 
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vision is a centre of education, innovation and collaboration, with transformative effects on the 

social and economic fabric of our city. 

Deputy Premier Honourable Deb Matthews, Minister of Advanced Education and Skills 

Development, revealed that Ryerson University, in partnership with Sheridan College, submitted 

an application to establish a new facility in Brampton. The Province is expecting a final, detailed 

proposal to be complete in late summer or early fall. 

The City is excited to continue its discussions with Ryerson University, Sheridan College, the 

Province and all stakeholders to develop a unique centre that combines education with 

innovation and collaboration. 

 

Economic Impacts 

A university is a game changer. It is a catalyst for significant investments and initiatives to 

transform creative and commercial space, inspire generations of residents and provide the high 

skilled jobs of tomorrow. 

With Waterloo on the west and Toronto on the east, Brampton is the hub of Ontario’s economic 

engine. Pairing business partnerships with leading STEAM programming from two of Canada’s 

most respected postsecondary institutions – Ryerson University and Sheridan College – will 

amplify innovation in Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. 

 A unique centre of education, innovation and collaboration will bring talent, jobs and investment 

to the Province: 

 A centre of excellence to attract students 

 A centre of innovation to attract businesses 

 A centre of collaboration to attract investment and Research & Development 

Your investment, in commitment, funding and growth, will generate multiplying effects: 

 Transforming one of Canada’s fastest growing cities 

 Developing the skilled workforce of tomorrow to attract business and investment 

 Creating a centre of education, innovation and collaboration to spur economic growth 
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Ministry of Research, Innovation & Science 
 

University – Investing in Research & Development  
  

 

What is ‘Investing in R&D for a Brampton University’?  

Investing in research and development is key to linking post-secondary and experiential learning 

opportunities and injecting creativity and productivity into the business community.  

 

Why is investing in R&D for a Brampton University important?  

Integrating applied research and development at a post-secondary institution: 

 Amplifies experiential learning 

 Builds a critical link to commercialization 

 Maximizes the value of a centre of education, innovation and collaboration. 

Right now, Ontario universities: 

 Are home to 37 per cent of all research undertaken in Ontario 

 Are fundamental to all technological and social innovation  

 Perform world-class research leading to breakthroughs  

 Create new technologies, help build a sustainable economy, and foster innovation and 

productivity 

 Contribute an economic impact of $24.7 billion through this research 

Brampton and the Province share the same vision: to create a unique opportunity for 

experiential learning, community partnerships and skilled workforce development. This vision 

requires a significant financial commitment to capital costs and ongoing operational funding for 

research and development. 

Applied research maximizes positive economic impacts with more immediate and direct 

opportunities for commercialization and the development of innovative products, services and 

procedures. The City aims to build business partnerships and continue the Research & 

Our Ask: 

The Ministry of Research, Innovation and Science work with the City of Brampton on funding 

opportunities once details regarding the anticipated Applied Research and Development 

programs for the new university facility in Brampton are confirmed. 
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Development traditions of Ryerson University and Sheridan College in the field of applied 

research.   

 

A Closer Look at a University in Brampton   

Brampton is the 2nd fastest growing among Canada’s top 25 large cities and has the lowest 

median age in Canada. Brampton’s young and rapidly growing population needs more 

affordable post-secondary education options: 

 Population: 600,000 in 2016; 900,000 residents by 2041 

 Youngest median age in Canada: 34.7 

 63% of Brampton students apply to universities up to 60 km away 

 Lower household income than the rest of the GTA at $89,000 

 Build the skilled workforce of tomorrow in one of the most diverse, youthful and fastest 

growing of Canada’s large cities 

Brampton’s vision includes a new post-secondary institution. Brampton’s vision – one shared 

with the Province and with the proponents – is more than a traditional university campus. Our 

vision is a centre of education, innovation and collaboration, with transformative effects on the 

social and economic fabric of our city. 

Deputy Premier Honourable Deb Matthews, Minister of Advanced Education and Skills 

Development, revealed that Ryerson University, in partnership with Sheridan College, submitted 

an application to establish a new facility in Brampton. The Province is expecting a final, detailed 

proposal to be complete in late summer or early fall. 

The City is excited to continue its discussions with Ryerson University, Sheridan College, the 

Province and all stakeholders to develop a unique centre that combines education with 

innovation and collaboration. 

 

Economic Impacts 

A university is a game changer. It is a catalyst for significant investments and initiatives to 

transform creative and commercial space, inspire generations of residents and provide the high 

skilled jobs of tomorrow. 

With Waterloo on the west and Toronto on the east, Brampton is the hub of Ontario’s economic 

engine. Pairing business partnerships with leading STEAM programming from two of Canada’s 

most respected postsecondary institutions – Ryerson University and Sheridan College – will 

amplify innovation in Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. 

 A unique centre of education, innovation and collaboration will bring talent, jobs and investment 

to the Province: 

 A centre of excellence to attract students 

 A centre of innovation to attract businesses 

 A centre of collaboration to attract investment and Research & Development 
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Your investment, in commitment, funding and growth, will generate multiplying effects: 

 Transforming one of Canada’s fastest growing cities 

 Developing the skilled workforce of tomorrow to attract business and investment 

 Creating a centre of education, innovation and collaboration to spur economic growth 
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Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry 
 

Riverwalk 
  

 

What is Riverwalk?  

Downtown Brampton lies within the Etobicoke Creek floodplain and is designated as a Special 

Policy Area (SPA), which restricts development in this critical area of the City. Riverwalk will 

engineer an innovative long-term solution to the flood risk, unlocking the area’s potential for 

urban growth and development and making it healthy, sustainable and resilient. 

  

Why is Riverwalk Important?  

 Riverwalk directly relates to a number of provincial regulations, policies and strategic 

objectives, including the MNRF Technical Guide River and Stream Systems: Flooding 

Hazard Limit; Provincial Policy Statement; Places to Grow; Emergency Management and 

Civil Protection Act; The Big Move; and the Climate Change Action Plan 

 It also relates to a number of the federal government’s aspiration goals to support Canada’s 

sustainable development vision. 

 The estimate for completing this project is $200 million. This investment will have numerous 

benefits, including:  

o Environmental benefits – resilient/flood protected, enhanced valley system, revitalized 

ecology 

o Social benefits – bringing people back to the river, new public realm, place making 

o Economic benefits – jobs, housing units, new residents, income, investments 

Our Ask: 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry partner with the City of Brampton to fully 

support the development and implementation of the Riverwalk project that includes: 

 Acceptance of a floodplain landform as a permanent flood mitigation tool 

 Completion of an environmental assessment study (2018-2019) 

 Construction of the flood mitigation and public realm  

 Removal of the Special Policy Area designation 
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• The key steps to achieve a successful outcome include:  

o Acceptance of a floodplain landform as permanent flood mitigation 

o Completion of an environment assessment study (2018-2019) 

o Construction of flood mitigation and public realm 

o Removal of the SPA policy designation 

• The City estimates the annual spending by visitors, residents, employees and other 

operations as a result of the Riverwalk development will generate a GDP between $340-500 

million. 

• The Riverwalk project is one of regional significance that includes partnership with the 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority and support from the Region of Peel. 

 

A Closer look at Riverwalk 

 The SPA designation recognizes that the historic downtown lies within the regulatory 

floodplain, but that it also represents the heart of Brampton and should be maintained as a 

place to invest and do business. 

 The City is currently in Phase 2 of the Downtown Etobicoke Creek Revitalization Study, 

examining the interaction of stormwater runoff in the local storm sewers with overland flows 

and river flows. Urban design and land use remain key components of this work.  

 Feasibility studies have shown the flood hazard can be eliminated by reconfiguring the 

channel and constructing a landform feature, or “superberm”, similar to the one built by the 

Province in the lower Don Valley in Toronto. (see appendix 1) 

 A landform is designed to withstand the three potential mechanisms of failure, thereby 

making the probability of failure extremely low. 

 Eliminating the flood risk in downtown Brampton would address climate change and allow 

for the removal of the SPA designation. 

 In turn, it would unlock the potential for urban growth and development in Brampton’s 

downtown, and create a vibrant new public space that provides a distinct identity for the city. 

 Several other background studies that will support the Environmental Assessment will be 

funded by the federal Clean Water and Wastewater Fund in 2017-2018.($1.2 million).We 

 An Environmental Assessment (EA) for the flood mitigation measures is expected to begin 

in 2018. 

 Pending funding, construction of the flood mitigation solution could begin as early as 2021-

2025



 

AMO Conference 
2017 

 

 



 

AMO Conference 
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Ministry of Infrastructure 
 

University – Shared Services  
  

 

What is the Shared Services for a Brampton University?  

Integration of student, business and community needs requires commitment to capital 

investment in innovative and collaborative infrastructure, anchored by post-secondary 

partnerships in the heart of Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. 

 

Why are Shared Services for a Brampton University important?  

The Province of Ontario’s Request for Expressions of Interest for a new university facility in 

Brampton, released in January 2017, highlighted the need for shared services. Recognizing the 

financial burdens of creating new facilities and services, the REOI asked for submissions that 

worked to build synergies with the community to offer required student services by sharing 

spaces. 

Substantial financial commitment to capital and ongoing operational costs is needed for the 

unique vision for post-secondary education envisioned for Brampton. 

The City of Brampton already has a wide range of ancillary services available to a university 

population. Additionally, we are excited to work with an array of partners to develop any service 

not deemed sufficient at this point in time. Given expected timelines for the establishment of a 

new post-secondary facility, the City will be able to support the development of a complete 

range of required services. 

Access to ancillary services is critical to the university experience for students, faculty, staff and 

the community. With additional capital investment, the City will be able to support shared 

services, including: 

Our Ask: 

The Ministry of Infrastructure be receptive to accelerate capital funding opportunities 
to build and support multi-use facilities and necessary infrastructure to develop a 
centre for education, innovation and collaboration.  
 



 

40 
 

 Library and learning commons 

 Entrepreneurial spaces 

 Recreational facilities and programs 

 Health services 

 Food services 

 Building a sense of community amongst students (campus life/co-curricular life)  

 Student support services 

 

Further to the City’s vision for a centre of education, innovation and collaboration, the City’s 

Entrepreneur Centre offers an opportunity for immediate impact on the benefits of shared 

services. The Brampton Entrepreneur Centre has an existing client list and service offering that 

would combine well with a shared accelerator/incubator space to spur business innovation 

connected to university programs and students. 

 

A Closer Look at a University in Brampton   

Brampton is the 2nd fastest growing among Canada’s top 25 large cities and has the lowest 

median age in Canada. Brampton’s young and rapidly growing population needs more 

affordable post-secondary education options: 

 Population: 600,000 in 2016; 900,000 residents by 2041 

 Youngest median age in Canada: 34.7 

 63% of Brampton students apply to universities up to 60 km away 

 Lower household income than the rest of the GTA at $89,000 

 Build the skilled workforce of tomorrow in one of the most diverse, youthful and fastest 

growing of Canada’s large cities 

Brampton’s vision includes a new post-secondary institution. Brampton’s vision – one shared 

with the Province and with the proponents – is more than a traditional university campus. Our 

vision is a centre of education, innovation and collaboration, with transformative effects on the 

social and economic fabric of our city. 

Deputy Premier Honourable Deb Matthews, Minister of Advanced Education and Skills 

Development, revealed that Ryerson University, in partnership with Sheridan College, submitted 

an application to establish a new facility in Brampton. The Province is expecting a final, detailed 

proposal to be complete in late summer or early fall. 

The City is excited to continue its discussions with Ryerson University, Sheridan College, the 

Province and all stakeholders to develop a unique centre that combines education with 

innovation and collaboration. 
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Economic Impacts 

A university is a game changer. It is a catalyst for significant investments and initiatives to 

transform creative and commercial space, inspire generations of residents and provide the high 

skilled jobs of tomorrow. 

With Waterloo on the west and Toronto on the east, Brampton is the hub of Ontario’s economic 

engine. Pairing business partnerships with leading STEAM programming from two of Canada’s 

most respected postsecondary institutions – Ryerson University and Sheridan College – will 

amplify innovation in Canada’s Innovation Super Corridor. 

 A unique centre of education, innovation and collaboration will bring talent, jobs and investment 

to the Province: 

 A centre of excellence to attract students 

 A centre of innovation to attract businesses 

 A centre of collaboration to attract investment and Research & Development 

 

Your investment, in commitment, funding and growth, will generate multiplying effects: 

 Transforming one of Canada’s fastest growing cities 

 Developing the skilled workforce of tomorrow to attract business and investment 

 Creating a centre of education, innovation and collaboration to spur economic growth 


