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Provincial Government 2018 Provincial Election Update - Questionnaire

• Circulated to candidates running in each of the 
5 ridings (Liberal, PC, NDP and Green) ahead of 
the writ being issued.

• Questions relate to each priority outlined in 
Thinking Bigger for a Stronger Brampton 
election document.

• Responses will be posted to the City’s election 
website*

*  Views and comments expressed in candidate 
responses do not represent that of the City of 
Brampton, and the City of Brampton does not 
support or endorse any candidate.
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Raquel Fronte
Brampton East

Dr. Parminder Singh
Brampton East

Sudeep Verma
Brampton East

Gurratan Singh
Brampton East

Laila Zarrabi Yan
Brampton Centre

Safdar Hussain
Brampton Centre

Harjit Jaswal
Brampton Centre

Sara Singh
Brampton Centre

Sukhwant Thethi
Brampton South

Prabmeet Sarkaria
Brampton South

Lindsay Falt
Brampton South

Vic Dhillon
Brampton West

Amarjot Singh Sandhu
Brampton West

Jagroop Singh
Brampton West

Julie Guillemet-Ackerman
Brampton West

Harinder Malhi
Brampton North

Ripudaman Dhillon
Brampton North

Pauline Thornham
Brampton North

Kevin Yarde
Brampton North

Paramjit Gill
Brampton South



	 	

	 	

May 24, 2018  
 
Linda Jeffrey 
Mayor 
City of Brampton  
 
Dear Mayor Jeffrey,  
 
Thank you for reaching out on behalf of the City of Brampton and the people of 
Brampton.  
  
Andrea Horwath and the NDP understand and respect local government, which is the 
closest to the people and provides services and infrastructure that people depend on 
every day.  
 
The reality is that the Conservatives devastated municipalities two decades ago when 
they downloaded provincial responsibilities onto cities and towns with no way to pay for 
them. We cannot afford more cuts to, and the privatization of, our public services. 
 
An NDP government will deliver change for the better.  
 
We will undo the damage caused by decades of disrespect and downloading by 
Conservative governments. 
 
Transit  
 
People should be able to count on transit in their communities. Affordable, reliable, and 
fast public transit benefits everyone. It takes cars off the road, thinning traffic and 
letting commerce move. It creates a greener Ontario and gets people where they want 
to go in an affordable manner with less stress for everyone. Further, it connects people 
with opportunity, whether it’s a dream job or a quality education.  
 
Ontario used to fund 50 per cent of municipal transit operations, a successful funding 
formula that helped make Ontario’s municipal transit agencies the envy of the world. 
But in 1997-1998, the Conservatives cancelled funding for transit operations. 
 
New Democrats will invest in the transit infrastructure and transit operations that 
Brampton residents count on. 



	 	

	 	

The NDP will restore the province’s traditional 50 per cent funding for municipal transit 
and paratransit operations to ensure immediate improvements to transit and paratransit 
service as well as higher ridership throughout the province. That means spending more 
than $800 million to improve transit and paratransit service across the province. 
 
An NDP government will make progress towards a freight bypass to allow a dedicated 
Kitchener-Toronto rail corridor, allowing for frequent all-day, two-way GO rail service to 
Kitchener, Guelph, and Brampton. 
 
Environment and Infrastructure  
 
The NDP has long been a strong voice for both environmental sustainability and 
fairness.  
 
The Environmental Commissioner has raised serious doubts about the current 
government’s ability to meet its 2020 and 2030 greenhouse gas reduction targets. 
These doubts were reiterated by the federal and provincial auditors-general in their 
2018 assessment of the Canadian climate change initiative.  
 
We must do better.  
 
We will make Ontario’s cap-and-trade system more fair, effective, and transparent so 
that it earns the public’s trust and support over the long term. We will also implement a 
Climate Change Adaptation Strategy to help economic sectors and communities respond 
resiliently to the impacts of climate change. Further, we will restore funding to the 
Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund, increasing it to $550 million. This will allow local 
governments to make long-term plans.  
 
Post-Secondary Education 
 
Andrea Horwath and the NDP believe that Ontario colleges and universities are research 
hubs and future builders. Unfortunately, years of cuts and budget freezes have chipped 
away at quality and access to post-secondary education. Cancelled courses and 
deteriorating facilities are the most visible results. Ontario has the lowest per-student 
funding of any province in Canada – that means campuses are crumbling, students 
have fewer resources, and faculties rely on temporary sessional instructors rather than 
full-time, permanent professors that can be there when students need them. Also, 
successive governments have shifted the burden for funding universities and colleges to 
students. Ontario has the highest undergraduate and graduate tuition fees in Canada, 
making post-secondary education and training out of reach for too many Ontarians. 



	 	

	 	

An NDP government will ensure that a post-secondary education is an attainable dream 
for every Ontarian. Every student who qualifies for the Ontario Student Assistance 
Program will get a non-repayable grant, instead of a loan, and graduate free of debt to 
the province. 
 
Our commitment to students will not stop at graduation. Through the Jobs and 
Prosperity Fund, we will double Ontario’s Career Kick-Start program so Ontario’s 
colleges and universities can create new work-integrated learning opportunities. We will 
also offer a better way to start a career with new ways to learn on-the-job for students 
and apprentices.   
 
Further, Andrea Horwath and the NDP will launch a faculty renewal strategy to allow 
contract educators to become full-time professors and instructors, and we will invest in 
more tenure-track faculty positions. This will help ensure students can learn from 
professors and educators who are there for the long term — who they can seek out to 
take more classes or reach for letters of recommendation. It will also help Ontario 
attract the best academic talent the world has to offer.  
 
Health care  
 
Years of cuts and funding freezes have pushed hospitals across Ontario into a 
dangerous overcrowding crisis. This is apparent in Brampton – where long waits have 
gotten worse and worse, while the number of patients left on gurneys in hallways has 
grown. New Democrats have long called on the Liberal government to fix overcrowding 
in Ontario hospitals, particularly in growing communities like Brampton. 
 
Andrea Horwath and the NDP are committed to working with the City of Brampton to 
expedite funding, planning, and building of both Phase 2 of the Peel Memorial Centre 
and the new, third hospital that Brampton needs. With three hospitals in Brampton, the 
NDP will end hallway medicine in a city that has seen thousands of patients each year 
treated in the hallways of its overcrowded and only hospital. We will restore hospital 
funding and ensure it keeps pace every year with inflation, population growth, aging, 
and the unique needs of communities. Funding will increase immediately by 5.3 per 
cent. Further, we will put a moratorium on layoffs for front-line health care workers, 
and we will work with partners and stakeholders to set the right staffing levels for 
hospitals, so they can deliver quality care to every patient. 
 
Together, we will end hallway medicine in Brampton and across Ontario.  
 



Brampton Priorities – Liberal Response 

1. How will you ensure that Brampton Transit receives its fair share of 
provincial funding and support?  

Since day one, Ontario Liberals have been fighting for Brampton Transit as we 
have worked to build Ontario up through public transit projects. This includes 
over $107 million in gas tax funding to support local transit priorities. We are 
committed to continuing to provide the City of Brampton with more opportunities 
to boost transit for riders, including our $95 million investment in the Züm BRT 
project and the $1.4 billion investment in the Hurontario LRT. 

We have also signed an agreement with the federal government to provide up to 
$192M in federal funding and $158M in provincial funding to build the next gen-
eration of public transit in Brampton. We’ll work with the City to decide what 
project(s) to nominate for funding. As part of this agreement, we have decided to 
fund rapid transit along the Queen Street corridor if the City chooses to move 
forwards with that project.  

In addition we have committed to double gas tax funding for Municipal Transit 
from 2 cents per litre to 4 by 2021, which will increase annual funding to Bramp-
ton from about $10 million per year to about $20 million per year to support local-
ly identified priorities. 

2. How will you support planning and investment in Brampton’s four 
mobility hubs and expedite Regional Express Rail service into 
Brampton? 

We are moving forward with GO RER, which will significantly increase service for 
the residents of Brampton. Before full implementation, we continue to add service 
wherever possible. By 2024 commuters will see electrified two-way, all-day ser-
vice. We recently added 223 more parking spaces to Mount Pleasant Go Station 
and a new kiss and ride, bike shelter and heated shelter. This is part of our ongo-
ing commitment to building Brampton up through access to well-connected re-
gional hubs. 

As a result of our total investment, RER service on the Kitchener line will in-
crease by more than 10 times compared to 2014 service levels. 



3. How will you advocate for provincial support and funding to make 
the transformative Riverwalk project a reality?  

We are already working with the Federal government to provide new funding for 
municipal upgrades and flood protection measures. This will support projects 
such as Riverwalk and will ensure that city can begin plans to revitalize the flood 
protection. Ontario Liberals know how important this is to the City of Brampton 
and I will continue to work with the municipality to get this going.  

As part of the federal-provincial agreement, we are investing $2.3 billion in green 
infrastructure projects, which is leveraging $2.8B in federal funding for the same 
purpose.  

Through the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Account, our Cap and Trade program 
also supports investments in green infrastructure. We will explore options to pro-
vide additional support for the Riverwalk project through Cap and Trade funds.  

4. How will you support the City and other partners in developing 
skilled workforce of tomorrow, growing the University, and promot-
ing business innovation?  

Ontario Liberals are so proud to have worked to bring a new postsecondary site 
in Brampton.  The construction of this project will bring more jobs to the Bramp-
ton and the campus will focus on science, technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics (STEAM). This will help maintain Brampton's role as a leader in 
business innovation.  

We are proud that the initial enrolment plan for the campus will support 2,000 
students and look forward to working with Ryerson University, Sheridan College, 
and Brampton to plan for continued growth beyond the 2022 slated opening of 
the campus. 

5. How will you support and advocate for the proposed National Centre 
for Cybersecurity and the Centre of Innovation at the university cam-
pus? 

We will continue to advocate for a Brampton that looks forward, not backwards. 
That's why we have worked so hard to invest $90 M in the new post-secondary 



site which in addition to course offerings, will offer innovation and collaboration 
facilities and a national centre for cybersecurity. We will continue to work with the 
municipality to see this project through. A re-elected Ontario Liberal Government 
will review capital funding proposals for the National Centre for Cybersecurity 
and the Centre for Innovation during the 2019 budget cycle to identify potential 
additional funds to support those two priorities. 

6. How will you address the funding shortage to meet the current pa-
tient volumes, reflect the cost of delivering high quality care, and 
keep pace with future growth? 

We know that Brampton's booming population is creating challenges on our 
health care system, which is why we have increased funding to Brampton Civic 
hospital by $10 million and have added 37 new beds. We know that rather than 
making false promises on healthcare, we need to enhance our current system 
which is why we are providing a $524 million expansion to the Peel Memorial 
Centre. We will keep working to deliver high-quality care to Brampton residents.  

7. How will you ensure that Brampton is fairly and adequately repre-
sented at the Regional Council? 

Our priority remains to make sure Brampton has adequate representation at the 
Regional Council. Starting in 2018 regional councils will have to review their 
composition after every second election. If there is no agreement, the Minister of 
Municipal Affairs may set council composition via regulation. We will continue to 
monitor the progress in getting more Brampton representation.  
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