Youth Focus Group Workshop

May 12t 2021
Engagement Summary
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Introduction

1.1  Purpose of Public Workshop
1.1.1 Purpose

On Wednesday May 12", 2021, at 3:00 pm to 5:00pm, a Youth Focus Group was held for
the City of Brampton Official Plan Review focusing on the draft proposed City Structure
framework. The purpose of the meeting was to provide an overview of the Official Plan
Review project, engagement events held to date, and provide information on how to further
participate in the process. It was also an opportunity to collaborate and engage in open
discussion to address the key themes related to the City’s draft Official Plan Structure. The
event was organized as follows (see Appendix A — Meeting Agenda):

Part 1 - Introduction and Housekeeping: Indigenous land acknowledgement;
introductions and welcome statements. City staff reviewed the meeting objectives.

Part 2 - Presentation: City staff provided an overview of key Official Plan drivers,
structure maps, and performed live voting/poll questions.

Part 3 - Discussion: Public engagement poll period.
Part 4 - Next Steps: Survey and discussed other ways to provide feedback.

Consultation materials available online at the following link:
https://www.brampton.ca/EN/City-Hall/Official-Plan/Pages/Engagement-Recaps.aspx



https://www.brampton.ca/EN/City-Hall/Official-Plan/Pages/Engagement-Recaps.aspx

1.2 Meeting Overview
1.2.1 Meeting Details (Venue, # of Attendees, Meeting Participants)

Approximately 39 people and 8 City of Brampton Staff attended the Focus Group Meeting that
was hosted on WebEx. Comments were received through the WebEx chat box. Interactive poll
guestions were posed during the presentation to gain a better understanding of the participants
and allow them to vote for characteristics that they believed contributed to their idea of a healthy
and complete community, as well as jobs they wish to see more of in Brampton.

1.3 Outreach

The meeting was promoted through E-blast outreach to citizens, organizations and relative
community groups.



Feedback

2.1 Polling Questions

Interactive polling questions were posed during the public meeting presentation to obtain a better
understanding of the participants and what they believed are important characteristics of healthy
and complete communities. The full poll results can be found in Appendix B.

Based on the input received, the city-building themes participants were most interested in
discussing were: Arts, Culture, and Events (21%) followed by Social Equity, Attainable and
Supportive housing (17%). Participants also selected Urban Design, Open Spaces and
Recreation (7%), Transportation and Connectivity (7%), and Natural Heritage, Climate Change,
and Resiliency (7%). A smaller percentage of participants selected Employment and Retail (3%)
and Heritage Preservation (3%).

The polling questions included choosing the characteristics in which participants believed
contributed to healthy and complete communities. The options provided were as follows:

e Active Transportation (i.e. walking, cycling, transit);

¢ Creating affordable housing and different housing options for all stages of life;

e Creating a connected and accessible network of green spaces (i.e. parks, trails, natural
areas);

¢ Having a variety of employment areas and jobs;

e Equitable access to community services and facilities (i.e. libraries, rec centres, parks;)

e Ensuring a community has places to live, work, exercise, and play and buy local healthy
foods; and,

e Other

Almost half of the participants (43%) voted that all the characteristics contribute to a healthy and
complete community. This response was followed by equitable access to community services
and facilities (11%), ensuring a community has places to live, work, exercise, play and buy local
and healthy foods (7%), and having a variety of employment areas and jobs (7%). Four percent
(4%) of respondents selected creating a connected and accessible network of green spaces.

Participants were asked what jobs Brampton should focus on attracting in the long term. Green
technology (32%) and the health sector (32%) received an equitable amount of responses,
followed by the technology sector (25%), small business (25%), and post secondary (21%).
Office jobs (18%) and the creative sector was selected by 14% of the respondents, with 11%
selecting professional trades and skilled labour.

A final poll question asked what would incentivize respondents to walk, cycle, or take transit to
local destinations. Safer pedestrian and cycling routes (32%) and transit incentives (32%)
received the highest votes. Improvements to existing mobility infrastructure and more convenient
pedestrian, cycling, and transit routes followed at 29%. Next was bike storage (25%) and better
access to pedestrian, cycling and transit routes (21%). Twenty-nine percent of participants chose



to not respond to this question, which can be partially accounted by the eight City of Brampton
Staff that attended the meeting.

2.2 Comments Received

The Word Cloud below visually represents some of the things that were heard. All the feedback
received has been categorized in the Word Cloud below.



© B

Transportation Arts and Open Spaces Attainable
and Cultural and the and
Connectivity Heritage Environment Supportive
Housing

The key messages related to these themes are further detailed in Section 3 of this report.

Key Messages Heard

3.1  Transportation and Connectivity @
3.1.1 Safety

e Improving street, sidewalks, cycle lanes, and trail safety.
e Increase street lighting.
e Consider improving the signage for the area, providing maps for the trails.

3.1.2 Complete Streets

¢ Increase the number of multi-use walkways.

3.1.3 Providing Adequate Transportation Infrastructure and Access to Support
Growth

¢ Increase the amount of transit throughout the City, more accessible and frequent
routes.

¢ Implement more electronic charging stations for electric vehicles.

¢ Make the system easier for youth to use to travel throughout the City to visit, shop,
and attend school.

e Provide more affordable options for transit users, subsidized ticket costs for
students.

3.1.4 Movement and Connectivity

e Concern about commuters living on the edge and having limited access to transit
routes.

e Work on connecting the cycling routes within the City of Brampton and the
surrounding area.

e More active transportation options.



3.2

3.2.1 Arts/Culture

Promote public art and virtual art.

Encourage public facilities to promote creativity, use these spaces inside and
outside for public art displays.

Musical events an opportunity to celebrate cultural diversity.

Plan community events, such festivals, parades, dances, and BBQs.

Support the use of outdoor spaces like piazzas, parks, and outdoor spaces for
social gatherings.

Use the public realm through murals or sculptures to reflect the history of an area.
Commission Indigenous artists to create art installations that reflect the history,
current events of the City of Brampton and local areas.

Naming of public spaces to raise awareness of significant community figures.

3.2.2 Collaboration

3.3

Promote diversity through collaboration.

Continue to involve youth groups in the process.

Considering working schools to develop public art projects.

Partner with small businesses for art incentives.

Promote platforms for hobby artists.

Opportunity to approach Algoma University School of Business Pitch to coordinate
a grant program with youth.

3.3.1 Creating Equitable Access to Green Spaces in the City

More integration of greenspaces into existing areas such as plazas and parking
lots.

3.3.2 Mitigation and Adaptation

Include policies to support the implementation City-approved Green Standards on
new development.

Develop eco incentives for homeowners (i.e. the use of non permeable paving
surfaces).

Municipal buildings to incorporate energy and environmental design practices such
as green roofs.

Provide opportunities for environmentally friendly choices in day to day life.



3.4

Attainable and Supportive Housing
3.4.1 Affordable Housing

Provide affordable housing for residents and future generations.

Provide alternative housing options and built forms to accommodate various family
compositions.

Address gentrification and ensure minority communities are not disproportionately
impacted.

Implement policies in development agreements that support affordable rental
housing design guidelines (percentage of units allocated to affordable housing).

3.4.2 Community Services

Provide funds to support youth that are homeless or at risk.

Develop services to assist new residents to the City of Brampton.

Ensure that all residents have access to technology in their homes.

Priority housing program to support individuals, such as those exiting human
trafficking.

3.4.3 Age-Friendly Strategy

Continue to implement the City’s Age Friendly Strategy.
Support the integration of senior’s residences into the larger community.



4.1 Upcoming Events

There will be several opportunities to participate in the Brampton Official Plan Review process.
One way is to provide your input on a series of Discussion Papers related to the Official Plan,
which will be presented to the public during three (3) Public Open House meetings scheduled on
June 7, 2021, June 21, 2021 and July 26, 2021. Public Engagement events, as they are
scheduled, and a link to a survey, can be found on the project webpage at the link below:

City of Brampton | Official Plan | Brampton Plan Engagement

Email the City at the email address below to be informed of upcoming engagement events.

opreview@brampton.ca



https://www.brampton.ca/EN/City-Hall/Official-Plan/pages/events-and-meetings.aspx
mailto:opreview@brampton.ca
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