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THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF BRAMPTON 

BY-LAW 
Number~ ___ 3_1_1_-8_9 __________ _ 

T9 designate "Grac~ U~ited 
Church" as a property of 
historical and architectural 
value and interest . 

WHEREAS section 29 of the ontario Heritage Act, (R.S.O. 
1980, c. 337, as amended) authorizes €he··counciI of a 
municipality to pass by-laws d~si~atinq properties within the 
municipality to be of historic or architectural value or 
interest; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of The co~oration of the City 
of Brampton has qiven notice of its intent~on to so desiq~ate 
the property known as "Grace United Church" being composed of 
the West half of Lot 6, Concession 1, East of Hurontario street 
in Brampton, in accordance with the requirements of section 
29(3) of the said Act; 

AND WHEREAS no notice of objection has been served upon 
the Cler~ of The Cqrporation of the city of Brampton within the 
time limited for so doing, as set out in section 29(5) of the 
said .Act; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of The Corporation of the City 
of Brampton hereby ENACTS as follows: 

1. The property known as "Grace united Church" and 
described in Schedule A to th~s by-law is hereby 
desi~nated to be a property of historic and 
arch~tectural value and interest. 

2. ~e reasons for designation are set out in Schedule B to 
this by-law. 

READ a FIRST, SECOND, and THIRD TIME and PASSED in OPEN 
COUNCIL, 

THIS 11th DAY OF December , 1989. 



SCHEDULE A to BY-LAW 3]]-89 

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land 
and premises situate, lyi~g anq being in the City Qf Brampton, 
in the Regional Municipality of Peel (formerl¥ of the Town of 
Bra~pton, in the County of Peel) and the PrOV1nce of ontario, 
and being composed of Lots eighty-nine, ninety and Part of Lot 
nin~ty-one according to a plan by J. D. Dennis, P.L.S. 
registered in July, 185Q being a subdivision of the west 1/2 of 
Lot 6, Concession 1, East ot H~ro~tario Street known as Plan BR-
2 for the said former Town of Brampton and which said parcel may 
be more particularly described as follows: 

PREMISING that the Northeast limit of Main street 
North has an assumed astronomic bearing of North 45 degrees 11 
minutes west and relating all bearings herein thereto; 

COMMENCING at an iron bar in the said Northeast' limit 
of Main street marking the most southerly angle of said Lot . 
eighty-~j.ne; 

THENCE North 44 degrees 43 minutes 40 seconds East, 
62.815 metres~ more or less to a point in the Southwesterly 
limit of Lot ninety-five in the said Plan BR-2; 

THENCE North 44 degrees 9 minutes 40 seconds West, 
32.205 metres more or less to a round iron bar found; 

THENCE North 45 degrees 9 minutes 20 seco~as West, 
12.520 metres to a point; 

THENCE south 45 degrees 16 minutes 40 seconqs West, 
26.205 metres·to a point; 

THENCE South 44 degrees 43 minutes 20 seconds East, 
0.805 metres to a point: 

THENCE South 45 degrees 16 minutes 30 seco~ds West, 
4.570 m$tres to a point; 

THENCE South 21 degrees 26 minutes 40 seconds West, 
3.650 metres to a point; 

THENCE South 45 degrees 16 minutes ~O seconds West, 
29.265 metres more or less to an iron bar found in the said 
Northeasterly limit of Main street North; 

THENCE South 45 degrees 11 minutes East, 43.050 
metres more or less along the said Nor~easterly limit of Main 
Street North to the point of commencement. 



. ' 
SCHEDULE B to BY-LAW 311-89 

REASONS FOR PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF THE GRACE UNITED CHURCH 

Grace united Church i~ the first spiritual home 
erected in Brampton that is still used for its original purpose. 

The congregation can trace its origins prior to 1822. 
Methodist Circuit Riders came to the area that is now Brampton, 
and held Wesleyan services ~n the homes of Robert Lowes (for 
whom Lowes Avenue is named) and John Wilkinson. 

In 1822, the congregation constructed a small IOi 
meetini house next to Salisbu~'s tavern, in the area that 1S 
now Ma1n Stre~t North and Will1ams Parkway. This building 
became too small, and larger quarters were sought. 

just 
fire 
used 

In 1830, services were moved to a building located 
north of the Main Street Cemetery. This ~s destroyed by 
in 1843. It is interesting to note that the Baptist Church 
its foundations to later build their first church upon. 

For two years, settlers homes were again used. 

In the 1840's, the congregation moved to the arampton 
School House. This building stands today as the Salvation Army 
Thrift store • 

. In 1848, a larqer place of worshi~ was required, and 
George Wr1ght, a man of means, Member of Leg1slature, and a 
large property owner in the West Ward, and the original owner of 
Wrights Castle, donated land on what came to be known as 
"Haggerts Hill". On thj.s land, the congregation erected a 30' X 
40' church, at the cost of $1200.00. This'church later became 
the coach house for what was perhaps Brampton's finest 
resicience, IIHaggertlean • The Church was demolished in the 
1930's for another residence. 

ay 1864, tile ~owth in the congregation had been r;;o 
great that a more commod10us house of worship was again 
required. 

On the 23rd of December, 1865, the Congregation 
purchased its present lot, as described earlier, and known as 
the Scott Lot, for $250.00. 

Here they built a 40' X 60' Church, with four or five 
lancet windows, and a steeple, for a cost of $8500.00. It 
opened for services in 1867. 

PERSONALITIES: 

With such a long history, Grace Church has boasted 
som~ of this City's very important people as members of its 
Congregation. 

As already mentioned, the Wright family was active in 
the Church, as was the Armstrong family, the Coo~ers, the 
Brydons, and the Bull family. The Archdekin fam1ly, well 
respected business people in our communit¥, and our former 
~ayor, call Grace home. So does Mr. Will1am Davis, the former 
Premier of the Province of Ontario. 
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When Grace Church was originally opened 1~ 18~7, Dr. 
Eggerton Ryerson (1803-1$82), founder of the ontario PUblic 
School s¥stem, th~ first'Ed~tor of the Christian Guardian, the 
first Pr1ncipa1 of the Upper Can~da Academy, Superintendent of 
Education for Upper Canada and the Province of Ontario, 
President of the first General Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Canada, 'founder o~ victoria University, Vic College, 
T,be University of Toronto, and namesake of the Ryerson 
poly technical In~titut~, officiated. This was a great honour: 
that alone should qualify the church for historical designation. 

ARCHITECTURE: 

It is not known who designed the core of the Church. 
Jesse Perry, a local brick lay~r and stone mason, who also 
worked on st. Andrew's Presbyterian, was the bui1de+. Some 
documentation of copversations of the ti~e indicates that Perry 
coq1d have been the '~rchitect'( becaus~ the church was a simple 
rectangle with a steeple. It d1d not re99ire any special 
engineering. A seasoned mason could eas11y have constructed the 
church from his own plans •. 

Perry's structure was enlarged in 1870, 1887, 1924, 
and 1959/60. 

Grace Church became the property of the united Church 
of Canada when union took place in 1925. 

The descri~tion of the original core of the sanct~ary 
is interesting, but f1tting for a methodist church. This is 
from the book'History of Grace united Church', by G1adys M. 
Wi1cox, 1966. 

"The seats were the usual carp~nter made grey wooden 
seats, little better than benches. The floor had no carpet, but 
a st~ip of cocoa matting ran up the centre aisle. A great 
chandelier which hung from the ceiling with 15 or 20 coal oil 
lamps provided light. At the end of the church, farthest from 
the pulpit, was a little gallery running straight across, and 
here was located the choir 10ft and its little foot powered 
orga.n. " 

It is interesting to compare this description to the 
photos provided of the sanctu~ry as it stands today( considered 
by some to be the most beautiful sanctuary in the C1ty. 

Grace United Church deserves the protection that 
designation as a historical site provides. 


